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Four speedsters displayed under the cypress trees on Lake Harris at the 2021 Gathering of the Faithful held at Mission Inn 
in Howey-in-the-Hills, Florida on Feb. 27.  photo by Jack Stenner
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FOG Officers & Contacts

Past Presidents of FOG
Alan Winer: 2013-2020
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

Paul Raben, Trustee
President
Facebook Administrator 
praben356@gmail.com

Mike Davis, Trustee
Vice-President
madavis356@gmail.com

Bill Cooper, Trustee
Treasurer
barrett356@verizon.net

Peter Bartelli, Trustee
Event Chair
peterbartelli@gmail.com

Chip Steward, Trustee
lacidar@hotmail.com

Alan Winer
Membership Chair
alanwiner@356FOG.com

John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com

Janis Croft
Webmaster/FOGLight Editor 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Website:
www.356FOG.com
Facebook:
Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

The FOGLight is the official 
publication of the Porsche 356 
Florida Owners Group (FOG). It 
is published in even-numbered 
months. Send articles, photos 
and suggestions to: Janis Croft, 
Webmaster / FOGLight Editor at 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Welcome New Members
Bruce Baker Lakeland, FL not a current owner
Alon Barzakay Plantation, FL 1960 S90 Coupe
Rick Bell Sanibel, FL 1964 SC Coupe
Jeff Bown (not brown) Indian Harbour Beach, FL 1959 Conv D
Kacy Curry Tampa, FL 1958A Coupe &  
   1964 C Coupe
Thomas Gabriel Pensacola, FL 1960 Roadster
Rex Harrison (returning member) Panama City, FL 1960 S90 Roadster  
Katie Messer Orange Park, FL 1957 A Coupe
Joseph Owens Goshen, NY 1965 C Coupe &  
   1962 B Super Coupe
Matt Peckham Whippany NJ 1955 Speedster
Douglas Pierce Holly Hill, FL 1961 Coupe
Joseph Scafario Bradenton, FL 1960 Roadster
Jim Shartzer (returning member) Boca Ration, FL 1962 Notchback  
Ivan Holtz Pompano Beah, FL 1958 A Coupe 

Submit contact changes to Alan Winer, Membership Chair (alanwiner@356FOG.com)

Monthly Regional Meetings
If you are interested in suggesting or organizing a FOG statewide or regional event, contact 

Trustee Peter Bartelli, Events Chair, or your regional coordinator listed below.

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a 
marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida 
make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a system 
of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.

Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch 
tours occasionally, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both 
the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com 
or call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month. 
Location varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.
Northwest Florida: Contact Dave Jerome at dmjerome52@cox.net or 850-240-3610
Southeast Florida: We are looking for a location to hold our first Saturday of every 
month get togethers. Contact Steve Bamdas at Steveb@rivamotorsports.com or Paul 
Raben at praben356@gmail.com for more information. 
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at 
First Watch Restaurant at the Publix Plaza located on University Parkway, just east 
of 1-75 (exit 213).  This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa.  Contact Fernando 
Lopez at (727) 417-1120 or mk2lopez@yahoo.com

photo by K. Payne
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If you are interested in suggesting or organizing a FOG statewide or regional event,
contact Trustee Peter Bartelli, Events Chair, or your regional coordinator listed below.

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with 
a marvelous group of people – our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida 
make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a system 
of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.
Central Florida (Orlando area) Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch tours 
occasionally, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both the breakfasts 
and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com or call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area) Get together first Saturday of every month. Location 
varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 514-3038.
Northwest Florida Contact Dave Jerome at dmjerome52@cox.net or (850) 240-3610.
Southeast Florida We are looking for a location to hold our first Saturday of every month 
get togethers. Contact Steve Bamdas at  Steveb@rivamotorsports.com  or Paul Raben at 
praben356@gmail.com for more information. 
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area) Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at First Watch 
Restaurant at the Publix Plaza located on University Parkway, just east of 1-75 (exit 213). 
This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa. Contact Fernando Lopez at (727) 417-1120 
or mk2lopez@yahoo.com.
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In This Issue

Paulos Yohannes
Danny Knee
Andy Olivera
Lori Schutz
Vic Skirmants
Peter Bodensteiner
Tom Olson

Naples, FL
St. Johns, FL
Ocean Ridge, FL
Los Altos, CA
North Branch, MI
St. Paul, MN
Langley, WA

1964 SC Coupe
No car listed
1965 Cabriolet
1968 912
1965 C Coupe
No car listed
1962 B Coupe

FOG Officers 
and Contacts
Trustees are elected to 2 year terms
Paul Raben, Trustee (2022)
President, Facebook Administrator
praben356@gmail.com
Terry Cohen, Trustee (2022-2023)
Vice President
terrycohen@comcast.net
Mike Davis, Trustee (2022)
Insurance Chair
madavis356@gmail.com
Peter Bartelli, Trustee (2022)
Events Chair
peterbartelli@gmail.com
Chip Steward, Trustee (2022-2023)
Advertising
lacidar@hotmail.com
John Reker
Secretary
jreker@cfl.rr.com
Peggy Raben
Treasurer
pegrabentreasfog@gmail.com
Alan Winer
Membership Chair
alanwiner1@gmail.com
Janis Croft
Webmaster
jlcfog@gmail.com
Website
www.356FOG.com
Facebook
Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

Past Presidents of FOG
Alan Winer 2013 - 2020
Frank Hood 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis 2010 - 2011
John Reker 2007 - 2010
Kirk Stowers 2003 - 2007
Rich Williams 1993 - 2003
The FOGLight is the official 
publication of the Porsche 356 
Florida Owners Group (FOG). It 
is published in even-numbered 
months. Send articles, photos 
and suggestions to: Robin 
Hoffman, FOGLight Editor at  
RobinCHoffman@hotmail.com
On the cover: Paul Raben submitted 
this photo of his Annual Christmas 
Drive in his 1964 356C with the 
hard top off.

February 9 to 12   Gathering of the Faithful – Melbourne, FL

Upcoming Events

Octoberfest Concours 
in Cocoa, FL



The end of the year is always a busy time, but 
this year I have a lengthy to do list. The first 
item on the list is of course the Gathering 
of the Faithful. Even though it is in February 
all of us have been working on it since June.  
Registration is going strong, but I want to 
remind everyone if you haven’t registered yet 
that December 31st is the last day to receive 
a free polo shirt from the Porsche Melbourne 
dealer and the last day to register for the event. Furthermore, if 
you have registered but not made a room reservation, January 
9th is the last day to get the discounted GOF room rate. Thank 
you to all of you that have registered and if you haven’t this is a 
friendly reminder to go ahead and sign up.

The next item on the to-do list is to get the 356 back on the 
road. It has been getting a new floor and other structural metal 
replaced and has now moved to engine tear down. I say it’s on 
my to-do list only because I go to my garage and see the space 
where it belongs is vacant. So I think about it as a task.

The third item on the list is to fly to Paris. By the time you read 
this we will have flown to Paris and taken the train to London. As 
I am writing this Peggy is packing and we are getting the house 
ready to be away for 11 days. I won’t breathe easy until we are 
sitting in our seats on the plane.  

Next thing to handle is we as a club have to hold an election for 
the officers whose terms in office are expiring at the end of the 
year. We have exactly three people who have offered to run, one 
of which is yours truly. It is more a foregone conclusion than an 
election but the bylaws require us to conduct it.

The next thing Peggy and I have going on concurrently is we both 
are volunteers (i.e. gluttons for punishment) on the committee 
that coordinates the 48 Hours at Sebring Race. The event is an all 
Porsche event for club racers, cup cars and advance solo drivers.  
The event is four days long and is conveniently the week right 
before the Gathering of the Faithful. We will finish our tour of 
duty on Sunday and the following Thursday the GOF starts. To 
say we are a bit stressed is putting it mildly. While I am at it, let 
me say that the 48 Hours race is great event, there are teams 
from all over that attend the race and there are about 400+ 
Porsche’s at the track. If anyone wants join us, volunteer to help 
and be part of the action, please contact me. 

And finally it’s the holiday season and the end of the year which 
brings more things to do but I won’t go into that as we all have 
that on our own lists. I want to wish everyone Happy Holidays, 
Happy New Year and most importantly I want to thank all the 
members for supporting Porsche 356 Florida Owner’s Group.

Best wishes to all of you!
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President’s Message by Paul Raben

GOF Register Today            
February 9 -12, 2023
Melbourne, FL – Hilton Rialto 

     
    Register at:  356fog.com  (Under events)
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FOG Million Miles Club
2022 Drive Those Cars Contest by Dennis Brunotte

Several of our 356 owners have their cars in a service shop this 
month getting ready for some serious winter runs in our glorious 
sun-filled Florida weather. Hurricane Ian spoke, and except for 
a ten year rebuild, we’ll be back on a few alternate roads soon 
after the holidays – have you adjusted your February schedule 
for The Gathering in Melbourne? It’s a great opportunity to meet 
up with some Faithful 356-ers.

You’d almost think that Susan and Jerry Holderness have 
entered the travel agency business! They recently returned 
from a European cruise on The Danube as they raved about new 
desinations they deferred from an earlier trip which this time 
included Serbia, Croatia, Romania and Bulgaria. And they’ll soon 
be off to McLean, Va, Los Angeles, CA and onto Egypt for 10 days.  
That’s equivalent to about 10 or 15 years on my travel calendar!

Mark Pribanic is once again topping our list and has been rolling 
some impressive miles. He drove over 7,300 miles in the month 
of November alone – a trek that took him all the way to Cape 
Breton, Nova Scotia Canada and back! 

I’ll be back to our regular driving contributors just before 
“Christmas Eve” for the end of our 2022 Contest and their final 
entry as of Midnight, December 25. All of our members are 
eligible to send their 2022 miles although this could be their first 
entry. Relative accuracy applies as does the honor system. 

Here’s where we stand as of Thanksgiving:

Get out there...

...and drive those cars!

Mark Pribanic  Neptune Beach               11,154
Jack Kasmer  Sebring   6908
Jim Spears  Madeira Beach  6389
Jim Bruton  Winter Park  5466
Glen Getchell  Seminole  5128
Peter Bartelli  Venice   4766
Jerry Holderness  St. Petersburg  4593
Joe Scafario  Bradenton  3678
Volker Schneemann University Park  3227
Gary Resnick  Boynton Beach  3200
James Rowe  Hobe Sound  3070
Jamie Ceilewich  Orlando   2633
Steve Bamdas  Lighthouse Point  2118
Diane Mierz  Branford, CT  2008
Glenn Long  Dunnellon  1877
Bill Cooper  Jacksonville  1805
Chip Reichhart  Vero Beach  1622
Paul Raben  Ft Lauderdale  1129
Karen Walker  Cocoa     819
John Reker  Winter Park    769
Steve Hoffman  Cocoa     327
Russ Hibbard  Lake Worth    272



My 1955 Continental has been in my family for as long as I can 
remember. I have the original conditional sale contract from the 
local dealer, San Diego Motor Imports, dated October 5th, 1955.  
Her total cost brand new was $3789.00. My uncle, Don Clark was 
her original owner. He loved everything associated with cars, 
and in particular, Porsche. He was a mechanic, PCA participant, 
SCCA competitor, kit car builder – a true enthusiast. He was 
proud to have the one year only 356 Continental. Tucked away 
in his automotive collection is the May 1981 Motor Trend article, 
“Retrospect:  1955 Porsche Continental” and the June 1998 Road 
& Track article “1955 Porsche 356 Continental”.

As a child, I remember him meticulously detailing her for PCA 
events, up and down the length of California. He was especially 
proud of winning “Overall” and the Hoffman Porsche Trophy at 
the 10th Porsche Parade, held at Santa Barbara, CA, in 1965 – in 
his 10 year old 356!

She was his daily ride for many years, then lovingly tucked away 
in his garage for many more. He gifted her to my mother in 
December 2008, shortly before his passing. In turn, my mother 
has passed her along to me. In keeping with the 50’s feel, I’ve 
dubbed her DD (as in Dee Dee), short for “Don’s Diva”, a fitting 
tribute to both of them. She has not been restored – only 
repaired as needed. For those of you who like numbers and 

statistics, she has a Reutter body, number NR53834, and engine 
number P-35244.  

Like my uncle, I enjoy being in the PCA, but I am especially fond 
of our 356 FOG group. I have been a member since 2012 and 
try to go to all the Gathering of the Faithful weekends and the 
Octoberfest’s (in conjunction with Space Coast PCA). I enjoy 
my weekly spins in her (current mileage is 93,944), and I have 
successfully trailered her to and from Maine twice. I am still 
trying to perfect the art of loading her on the trailer, making 
sure she’s strapped down, maneuvering around gas pumps 
and other vehicles at gas stations, and locating hotels that will 
accommodate trailer parking. We have definitely had some 
adventures together!

I occasionally pamper her. The chrome 15-inch rims which were 
on her when I received her have been replaced by the original 
painted rims, with Coker knock-off Michelin tires (and inner 
tubes) matching what she would have been delivered in back 
in 1955. She has new “bling” – pretty red Koni shocks – but as a 
true lady, does not show them out in public. The old shocks were 
from the 1960’s, and she drives so much smoother now. 

I enjoy telling her story to anyone who will listen. This summer, 
my sister and I located more of our uncle’s Porsche memorabilia, 
including a commemorative lighter for the 1962 7th Porsche 
Parade held in Monterey, CA, and several Parade tokens dating 
back to the mid 60’s and 70’s. My Continental is part of our family 
and we hope to make memories together for more generations 
to come. I look forward to seeing you at the 2023 GOF in 
Melbourne, FL, and if you’re ever in Mid-Coast Maine (during 
summer), please look us up.
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Women of the FOG
A Family Legacy - My ‘55 Continental by Karen Walker

AUTHORIZED DEALER

Fernando Lopez
Owner

1882 Porter Lake Dr. Unit 101, Sarasota, FL 34240
p.941.341.0669
www.buildwerks356.com buildwerksfl@gmail.com

Uncle Don’s 
Porsche memorabilia

A very pampered 
1955 Continental
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MA DAVIS and BE TAYLOR CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE
Enjoy & Protect Your Rides   Policies written in all 50 states

Get the right insurance plan for your needs & peace-of-mind!

Contact Us  at https://dtccins.com
We represent, in alphabetical order, multiple companies 
to meet your speci�c  needs. 
• American Collector
• American Modern
• Condon Skelly
• Grundy
• Hagerty

• Heacock Classic Car Insurance
• J.C. Taylor
• LeLand West 
• SafeCo Insurance

Our services will not add to the cost of your insurance. 

You will have an advocate to represent you if you ever 
have a claim.  

Let us help you select the perfect company and �t 
for your needs.

9



8

On Saturday November 5th, the Space Coast Region of the PCA 
in concert with the 356 Florida Owners Group, held its annual 
Oktoberfest at Burton Smith Park in Cocoa. A rainless day was 
ordered but the order was ignored, as it rained off and on all 
day. Regardless of the rain, about 25 FOG members joined in 
the fun and 13 cars were entered in the Concours hoping to 
win the coveted Kirk Stowers Memorial Trophy for the top car 
as voted by the attendees at the event. Kirk’s wife Rosemary 
was in attendance to present the trophy, which makes it even 
more special and I know she enjoys visiting with her 356 friends. 
Several members also participated in the Swap Meet running 
concurrently with the Concours. 

After the concours was over a great German BBQ was served 
with all the fixings.  We even had a half keg of beer brought by 
one of the Space Coast members. All in all, even with a little rain, 
it was still a great day, a great event and it always fun to hang out 
with great people. Hope to see you there next year!

Results of the People’s Choice 356 Concours:

1st (Kirk Stowers Memorial Trophy)
   - Mike Owens - 1957 Aquamarine Blue Speedster 

2nd - Karen Walker - 1955 Black Continental Coupe

3rd - Mike Koller - 1964 Ivory SC Coupe

Octoberfest Concours – BBQ – Swapmeet
Article by Steve Hoffman
Photos by David Kelly

...or shine!

The Concours 
must go on...

...come rain...

One car...
to rule them all

Mike Owens receives the Kirk Stowers 
Memorial Trophy

Enjoying the 
German BBQ

Coffee, anyone?
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My wife Lisa and I searched a long time to find our 1964 SC 
Coupe. We bought the car from a registry member in North 
Carolina with the last name of Zigler. He was apprehensive 
about selling and wanted to make sure the car was going to a 
good home. As such, we had been referring to the car as the 
Zigler car or Zig for short. The name Zig has stuck and is a tribute 
to its last steward and caregiver.

As I assume happens to all new owners, small imperfections 
upon closer inspection, became a complete body restoration 
and that leads to engine and transmission work and then since 
everything else looks so good, let’s restore the interior and so 
on. Eleven months later, we loaded the newly refurbished Zig 
into the trailer and headed to a Gold Coast region event at Cape 
Coral where we drove her 30 miles and won First Place in class 
at the concours. After a little more tuning and adjustment we 
decided to come to Octoberfest with Space Coast PCA and the 
FOG. The day began with showers so we were a bit apprehensive 

about bringing our new baby out in the rain. Driving to the 
event we followed a beautiful 356 cab throwing rooster tails 
and figured if he can drive that car in the rain, a few raindrops 
wouldn’t hurt our new baby. We relaxed after unloading Zig 
and started looking at all the beautiful cars, old and new. 
Everyone was incredibly friendly and engaging. We spent a lot 
of time questioning other 356 owners and answering questions 
regarding our car and our refurbish experience. As icing on 
the cake we enjoyed a great catered lunch, got to show off the 
results our hard work and too much money spent. As a big plus 
we were awarded a third in class People’s Choice award for Zig,  
proving again we made a good choice in the car, our efforts and 
the people we chose to hang out with. We went home looking 
forward to the next event. 

Introducing Zig Article and photos by Mike Koller

Meet the Kollers’ 1964 SC Coupe aka Zig

Awesome interior
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The 20th Anniversary of the Hilton Head Island Concours 
d’Elegance was held on November 4–6th, 2022. This is an 
invitational, multi-marque event with vintage cars, motorcycles, 
boats and yes, even airplanes to overwhelm your senses for 
the entire weekend. This year, the Porsche 356 was an Honored 
Marque, Autos von Deutschland, so of course, I and fellow Foggie, 
Gerry Curts, just had to sign up for the concours on Sunday. He 
with his highly optioned, superb ‘62 B S90 coupe and I with my 
‘63 B Carrera GS coupe. 

My GS, “Frau Gelb”, was shipped to Connecticut last spring for an 
engine rebuild and was now ready to come home. I arranged for 
the shipper to drop the car off at the hotel on Hilton Head Island 
and, after the show, I would just drive her home to Venice. I was 
anxious to experience a fresh 2 liter Carrera motor with a few 
new performance “upgrades”. I hitched a ride to Hilton Head on 
Friday with Gerry who was towing his car. After a very early start 
and a seven hour ride, we arrived at the Hampton Inn. There was 
my GS, looking better than I expected. The shipper had stopped 
at FOG member Matt Peckham’s shop in NJ on the way and Frau 
Gelb received a proper detailing. Gerry and I fussed over our 
cars for a few hours but decided dinner was now a priority. Matt 
Peckham and his S.O. Linda, met us at Crane’s Steakhouse for 
what turned out to be one of the top five best meals I’ve ever 
enjoyed....and I’ve had a lot of great meals. Good choice Matt!

Saturday morning we all ventured over to the Port Royal Golf 
Course to experience “Legends of the Autobahn”, a dedication 
to Mercedes Benz and BMW. Vintage open wheel racers were on 
display along with several early models like the BMW 507 and 
315/1 Sport. Check out the photo of the 356 with skiis/treads 
for driving on the ice. On another fairway, several car clubs had 
a wonderful assortment of models to drool over. I heard that 
Foggies Alan Winer and Janis Croft were present showing off 
a........well, NOT a 356. Sadly, the fairway was too long and the 
food trucks in the other direction so we never connected. We 
all then took a shuttle bus over to the HHI Airport for another 
great display of aircraft and cars. I was flying planes long before 
buying my first Porsche so I was particularly impressed with the 
restoration of a WACO and the AirCam twin engine kit aircraft 
from Sebring. Of course, the ‘57 Chevy convertible next to the 
Eclipse Jet was a stunner (the jet too…I love jets!). That feeling of 
being overwhelmed was starting to take hold.  

After some final detailing Sunday morning, I walked the class 
looking over my competition. There was a ‘58 Speedster Carrera 
GT, a ‘57 Carrera GT coupe, a nice ‘60 Cabriolet and, of course, 
Gerry’s ‘62 S90 sunroof coupe. In my biased mind, it was going 
to be (again) between Gerry’s car and mine. 

The other Porsche class had more exceptional cars, including a 
well preserved 912, a stunning ’73 911S and a VERY rare ’72 914-
6 GT M471 option….only 23 made. All strong concours cars too. 
Judging began promptly at 0900....at the other end of our class, 
so Frau Gelb was the last car to be judged.  The two judges were 
courteous and curious. However, it was clear, only one judge 
was familiar with the Porsche 356. I tried to point out all the little 
intricate details of the restoration that might separate one car 
from another, like a proper toolkit or owner documents, but they 
were less interested than I expected. Ten minutes later, I got a 
“Thank you for bringing your car” and it was all over. The next 
few hours were spent showing off our cars to the enthusiastic 
spectators who appeared fascinated by Gerry’s S90 and the 
love story provenance and to some minor extent, my four cam.  
About 1300, our class judges returned with a Palmetto Award 
ribbon for me and a Spartina Award ribbon for Gerry. The Best in 
Class went to the ‘57 Carrera GT coupe from Dallas. Sometimes, 
that’s how the concours cookie crumbles. Later that afternoon, 
Gerry’s car got loaded on the trailer and I packed my coupe for 
the drive to Florida in the morning.

In summary, the Hilton Head Island Concours assembled 
over 500 cars, motorcycles, boats and planes with a variety of 
activities to provide a spectacular, fun filled, very well organized, 
weekend. Yes, I think I’ll be back.

My way home to Venice was 440 miles and I was sure enjoying 
that new powerful four cam motor....right up until the time I 
didn’t. But that’s a story for another time, I promise. 

Foggies at Hilton Head Island Concours
Article and photos by Pete Bartelli

Porsche 356, 
an Honored Marque

Palmetto Award winner
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It wasn’t that I didn’t have plenty of mechanical work to do; the 
C Coupe was up on the four post waiting for me to complete the 
newly installed clutch cable, its floors boards and mats out, the 
driver’s seat on the floor below now covered with extraneous 
parts and I’m sure the tools I can’t find are strewn somewhere 
in the car. I was unable to finish the clutch because I had parked 
the 100-4 under it. I had decided to rebuild the 100-4 carbs 
which I thought would be a two day adventure. Weeks later and 
the carbs twice removed, I was still waiting for parts. The wait 
enticed me to pull the dash on the Jag, which was parked in the 
two post lift spot, in order to remove the tach and send it out for 
repairs, a three week endeavor. Kinda like building a boat in your 
basement with no exit plan.

Today I headed out to the shop to try to get a grip on all this and 
resolve at least one car; it was time to get the C Coupe back on 
the road. The C Coupe was my first venture into the insanity of 
vintage cars. It has been an incredibly reliable vehicle in which 
Janis and I have traveled many miles to many events. For 16 
years it required nothing but routine maintenance but as with 
all things in life, they will eventually tug on your coat.

On February 16, 2022, at 10:17am the C Coupe clutch went soft. 
It’s not that the 356’s have a terribly strong clutch pedal. It’s 
not like some of my other cars where you are fully aware you 
are depressing the pedal and pressing that bearing into the 
pressure plate. The 356 clutch is a mild gesture, not much sense 
of the mechanics at work at the other end. OK, a no brainer, 
the original clutch cable finally gave out. To make a long story 
short (and it never does) when the old cable was removed it was 
intact but I might as well install the new clutch cable ($26.46). 
A couple hundred miles later the clutch went soft again, barely 
disengaging at the bottom of the pedal stroke. Cable stretch 
seemed unlikely. A second adjustment was in order and when 
this scenario repeated for the third time, I made the decision to 
replace the clutch disc ($205), pressure plate ($265) and throw-
out bearing ($136). It had to be one of those culprits, right? You 
know the methodology, replace everything in sight and learn 
nothing.

To add to the journals of automotive insanity, with all the clutch 
components replaced, on a return ride from our Porsche 356 
breakfast the clutch didn’t just go soft, it went to the floor like 
a limp _______ (you fill in the blank). With an awful grinding 
that just let you know that the synchros were shearing metal, 
I managed to get it into second gear and Janis and I crawled 
all the way home on single lane roads at about 15 mph. We 
received all sorts of gestures from passing motorists, some 
downright impolite. I must admit a bit of my previous New York 
motoring skills returned and many gestures were returned with 
enthusiasm.  

Let’s deviate just a bit to discuss the front clutch pedal 
adjustment. It resides in no-man’s land unless you are a direct 
descendant of Rubber Man. Even with the seat out it is a feat 
for a circus contortionist at best. Bring every tool you think you 
might need when entering into the front clutch adjustment 
cavern (not that you’ll be able to reach them) because exiting 
and reentering is psychologically and physically harmful. 

Sitting in my infamous black leather chair (yes, it has survived) 
and staring at the ceiling yielded no solution. It was then 
suggested to me that the pins in the clutch fork had failed and 
the fork was slipping. Of course, how obvious now. I promptly 
ordered a new clutch fork ($185) and might as well replace the 
clutch cable housing ($36.50) and other minor required items 
($39.27).

Engine pulling time again! Pull a 750 pound engine out of a Jag 
and you’ll come to appreciate the ease how those 356 engines 
come out. A friend, knowledgeable in 356 mechanics, came over 
to give me a hand pulling the engine. He suggested releasing 
the clutch cable up front. I would have left it attached rather 
than crawl in there again. So, he did and it was a good thing 
he did because when he pushed the clutch pedal, the shaft and 
thus the clutch cable did not move. The roll pin through the 
clutch pedal had sheared. The entire problem was caused by the 
clutch pedal roll pin flexing and finally it gave out. 

Pedal cluster removed, roll pin replaced, issue resolved. The 
diagnosis is the difficult part, the fixing part is easy.

Total parts purchased to repair the problem

   $893.23
Total parts required to repair the problem

   $1.22

Basic Car Maintenance Woes or How to Turn 
a $1.22 Repair into a $893.23 Repair
by Alan Winer

Sheared clutch pedal roll pin

Diagnosis, difficult...fixing, easy
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Pete Bartelli and his 1963 B Carrera GS coupe receiving his Palmetto Award at the Hilton Head Island Concours


