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February 2021

Four speedsters displayed under the cypress trees on Lake Harris at the 2021 Gathering of the Faithful held at Mission Inn 
in Howey-in-the-Hills, Florida on Feb. 27.  photo by Jack Stenner
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FOG Officers & Contacts

Past Presidents of FOG
Alan Winer: 2013-2020
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

Paul Raben, Trustee
President
Facebook Administrator 
praben356@gmail.com

Mike Davis, Trustee
Vice-President
madavis356@gmail.com

Bill Cooper, Trustee
Treasurer
barrett356@verizon.net

Peter Bartelli, Trustee
Event Chair
peterbartelli@gmail.com

Chip Steward, Trustee
lacidar@hotmail.com

Alan Winer
Membership Chair
alanwiner@356FOG.com

John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com

Janis Croft
Webmaster/FOGLight Editor 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Website:
www.356FOG.com
Facebook:
Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

The FOGLight is the official 
publication of the Porsche 356 
Florida Owners Group (FOG). It 
is published in even-numbered 
months. Send articles, photos 
and suggestions to: Janis Croft, 
Webmaster / FOGLight Editor at 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Welcome New Members
Bruce Baker Lakeland, FL not a current owner
Alon Barzakay Plantation, FL 1960 S90 Coupe
Rick Bell Sanibel, FL 1964 SC Coupe
Jeff Bown (not brown) Indian Harbour Beach, FL 1959 Conv D
Kacy Curry Tampa, FL 1958A Coupe &  
   1964 C Coupe
Thomas Gabriel Pensacola, FL 1960 Roadster
Rex Harrison (returning member) Panama City, FL 1960 S90 Roadster  
Katie Messer Orange Park, FL 1957 A Coupe
Joseph Owens Goshen, NY 1965 C Coupe &  
   1962 B Super Coupe
Matt Peckham Whippany NJ 1955 Speedster
Douglas Pierce Holly Hill, FL 1961 Coupe
Joseph Scafario Bradenton, FL 1960 Roadster
Jim Shartzer (returning member) Boca Ration, FL 1962 Notchback  
Ivan Holtz Pompano Beah, FL 1958 A Coupe 

Submit contact changes to Alan Winer, Membership Chair (alanwiner@356FOG.com)

Monthly Regional Meetings
If you are interested in suggesting or organizing a FOG statewide or regional event, contact 

Trustee Peter Bartelli, Events Chair, or your regional coordinator listed below.

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a 
marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida 
make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a system 
of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.

Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch 
tours occasionally, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both 
the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com 
or call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month. 
Location varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.
Northwest Florida: Contact Dave Jerome at dmjerome52@cox.net or 850-240-3610
Southeast Florida: We are looking for a location to hold our first Saturday of every 
month get togethers. Contact Steve Bamdas at Steveb@rivamotorsports.com or Paul 
Raben at praben356@gmail.com for more information. 
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at 
First Watch Restaurant at the Publix Plaza located on University Parkway, just east 
of 1-75 (exit 213).  This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa.  Contact Fernando 
Lopez at (727) 417-1120 or mk2lopez@yahoo.com

photo by K. Payne
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FOG Officers 
and Contacts
Paul Raben, Trustee 
President
Facebook Administrator 
praben356@gmail.com

Mike Davis, Trustee 
Vice-President and Insurance Chair 
madavis356@gmail.com

Bill Cooper, Trustee 
Treasurer 
barrett356@verizon.net

Peter Bartelli, Trustee 
Event Chair 
peterbartelli@gmail.com

Chip Steward, Trustee 
lacidar@hotmail.com

Alan Winer 
Membership Chair 
alanwiner1@gmail.com

John Reker 
Secretary
jreker@cfl.rr.com

Janis Croft 
Webmaster
jlcfog@gmail.com

Website
www.356FOG.com 
Facebook
Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

Past Presidents of FOG
Alan Winer 2013 - 2020
Frank Hood 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis 2010 - 2011
John Reker 2007 - 2010
Kirk Stowers 2003 - 2007
Rich Williams 1993 - 2003

The FOGLight is the official 
publication of the Porsche 356 
Florida Owners Group (FOG). It 
is published in even-numbered 
months. Send articles, photos 
and suggestions to Robin 
Hoffman, FOGLight Editor at 
RobinCHoffman@hotmail.com.

If you are interested in suggesting or organizing a FOG statewide or regional event,
contact Trustee Peter Bartelli, Events Chair, or your regional coordinator listed below.

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with 
a marvelous group of people – our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida 
make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a system 
of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.

Central Florida (Orlando area) Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch tours 
occasionally, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both the breakfasts 
and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com or call at (407) 629-
0248.

Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area) Get together first Saturday of every month. Location 
varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.

Northwest Florida Contact Dave Jerome at dmjerome52@cox.net or (850) 240-3610.

Southeast Florida We are looking for a location to hold our first Saturday of every month 
get togethers. Contact Steve Bamdas at  Steveb@rivamotorsports.com  or Paul Raben at 
praben356@gmail.com for more information. 

Southwest Florida (Sarasota area) Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at First Watch 
Restaurant at the Publix Plaza located on University Parkway, just east of 1-75 (exit 213). 
This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa. Contact Fernando Lopez at (727) 417-1120 
or mk2lopez@yahoo.com.

Monthly Regional Meetings
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James Stollenwerck
Cliff Murray
Charles Harris
Kent Malone

Vero Beach, FL
Chester Springs, PA
Tampa, FL
Gainesville, FL

no car listed
1957 Speedster
1959 Speedster
1955 Continental
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A Year to Remember (or Forget?)

I was reflecting on completing our fourth 
round trip from New Jersey in a car (not 
the 356) on I-95.  You are probably saying 
to yourself, “why would anyone do that” as 
nothing in that sentence is appealing. We 
had to take care of family business that was 
necessary and a vehicle was needed so we 
did it. I then thought about how many times we have driven up 
the East coast also in the 356, I lost count. Google let me know 
that we had driven the equivalent of the circumference of the 
Earth and then some this year, 25,641 miles to be exact. That is a 
lot of seat time on some not always pleasant roads.

Then there are the good trips in the 356 which are sometimes 
solo and other times in a group. I read somewhere that those 
of us 356’ers that take our cars on trips were described as “long 
haulers” which I liked. Every one of us has experienced the “look” 
when you tell that curious person asking about the car how far 
you have driven to get to where you are. They often ask  “did you 
trailer it?” even though it is full of luggage and is dirty from the 
road. Then they ask “aren’t you worried about driving the car?” 
and I usually say “it’s just a car after all”. If the car posses the 3 S’s -  
starts, steers and stops, it is road ready. As a side note, make sure 
your tires are not the ones the car came with or at least from this 
century before heading out. Recently, we sat under an overpass 
with our good friends Steve and Lynn and their D with two rear 
flat tires waiting for a tow truck.

That brings me to the “drive those cars contest” that ended 
this month. We had 25 members enter with an amazing total 
mileage. I encourage everyone to enter the contest as there has 
got to be more than 25 of us driving our 356’s. It doesn’t matter 
if it is 10 miles, register with Dennis Brunotte and report those 
miles. The important thing here is the old adage, “use it or lose 
it”  so you need to drive your 356. 

That being said I am working on the front brakes to get ready 
for GOF and our next big trip. I am rebuilding the calipers and 
replacing the worn pads. This is the first time I have done this job 
so what I do when starting a job I have never done is take pictures 
to help remedy the appearance of “extra parts” with no home after 
reassembly. Also this helps offset short term memory loss. I also 
like to have duplicates of the tools needed close by because we 
all know the one we just set down has immediately disappeared. 

As you have seen by email, registration for the Gathering of the 
Faithful is open and please register as soon as you can and if 
staying at the Mission Inn, please make your room arrangements 
early. We are having the full event this year and are looking 
forward to a good turnout of our members. This event will be 
our first drive of the new year and I am guessing it will be for 
many of you. Peggy and I are in the early stages of planning for 
an extended time and distance road trip and the GOF will be a 
bit of a shake down trip to see if I got parts put back correctly. We 
have always enjoyed our “long haul” road trips and will continue 
on the journey in the 356 as long as we can.

Coming up in January we will be electing two trustees as the 
terms of two currents trustees will be over. The ballot will be sent 
by email so it is important that we have your current email. If 
you have recently changed your address or your email provider 
please let Alan know as he is the membership chair and needs to 
have your updated email. 

This has been a tough year for many and hopefully thing will 
continue to get better and we can all enjoy our families, friends, 
our fellow FOG members and of course of 356’s. Looking forward 
to seeing you at GOF! And remember to drive those cars!

Check Out Our New 
Updated 356 FOG Website
Our website has been moved to a WordPress platform, updated 
and made mobile friendly. Use the same URL address: 356FOG.
com  to view the new site. You can help keep the site up to 
date by sending upcoming event notices for the calendar and 
any photos from these events to share on the site. We are also 
revamped the Membership Cars section. Check it out here:

Now we need you to send in a photo of your car along with car 
details, your name and location. Hope you like the new site. 

Janis Croft, Webmaster
Porsche 356 Florida Owners Group     
jlcfog@gmail.com

Save the Dates
Feb 17-20, 2022  Gathering of the Faithful (GOF) at Mission Inn 
in Howey-in-the-Hills. Registration to open on December 1st.

Feb 26, 2022  LA Lit Meet in California 
Some members are planning to attend – contact Dave Jerome 
for more information. 
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President’s Message
by Paul Raben

True “long haulers”
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FOG Million Mile Club
Drive Those Cars Contest by Dennis Brunotte

In 2008, member John Reker conceived the clever plan to keep 
us behind the wheels of our 356s, and to keep them on the road 
where the rest of the world could enjoy seeing their marvelous 
styling and race car lines. It became a successful enterprise for 
our FOG members and replacement parts and tires began flying 
off the shelves. In 2018 we added the moniker Million Miles Club 
as 10 years of fun spun out 1,039,100 contest miles in those 
few years. Articles covering our localized success appeared in  
Porsche 356 publications sent to USA 356ers all around.

Jim Bruton               15,813
Sharon Cobb  9944
Mark Pribanic  7921
Bill Cooper  7392
Paul Raben  5889
Volker Schneemann 3590
Jerry Holderness  3396
John O’Steen  2249
Frank Hood  2212
Diane Mierz  2200
Glen Getchell  1926
Michael Branning 1710
Jack Kasmer  1541
Curt Dansby  1435
Glenn Long  1369
Steve Bamdas  1282
Chip Reichhart  1244
John Reker    745
Pete Bartelli    461
Dave Jerome    436
Craig Stoughton    362
Jamie Cielewich    345
Jim Spears    286
Dennis Brunotte    159
Steve Hoffman    115

Get out 
there 

and drive 
those cars!Each two months our updated mileage totals appeared in The 

FOGlight, and included here are those miles driven reported in 
our final “interim” accounting for the newsletter this month.

Our 2021 Contest Year ends Sunday night, December 19th as 
we tuck our cars away, note our final 2021 contest miles, and 
begin our new odometer start-up for a 2022 Contest Year (make 
note of your kick-off mileage on the 19th). Final results and 
awards will be presented at The Gathering of the 356 Faithful 
at The Mission Inn this February. Our Top Ten Performers will be 
recognized. Plan to attend if you are able. It’s a fine experience 
at a super facility.



“Dream as if you’ll live forever. Live as if you’ll die today.” 
 – James Dean 

Steve and I got engaged one week before the pandemic shut 
down all non-essential activities in Colorado March 2020. My 
fiancé was a seasoned vintage motorcycle racing champion with 
a James Dean attitude toward life. He knew I wouldn’t likely sign 
up for uncomfortable motorcycle journeys across the country 
with him. However, we both loved driving in his manual Porsche 
Cayman through the Colorado mountains. So, when he found a 
1957 Porsche Speedster August 2020 for sale in San Diego, he 
thought it would give us that same “windy excitement” that he 
loves so much about motorcycles. Plus, we could do it together 
well into our later years. 

He suggested that we fly from Denver to San Diego to purchase 
the car and get married in Vegas on our drive back to Denver. 
I thought it was a fantastic idea, so I researched and planned 
all the details in three weeks. The first time we drove the car, 
we felt like movie stars from the ‘50s. It’s definitely got that rock 
star road appeal! We left San Diego two mornings later while 
it was still dark so that the air-cooled engine could get a head 
start. While it helped, the temperature through Death Valley still 

hit 100-degrees. That stretch of the drive gave me newfound 
appreciation for the cruisers on route 66 back in the day. That’s 
an unforgiving length of desert for vintage voyages without 
air conditioning and other modern convinces. We rolled into 
Vegas with a fairly large suitcase strapped to the back luggage 
rack which held our wedding attire. A small group of friends 
flew into Vegas to witness our vow exchange at dusk on a 
private balcony at the Cosmopolitan overlooking the spectacular 
Bellagio fountains.

I celebrated my 49th birthday a couple of days later and we 
drove home to Denver with a few unsettling surprises, but we 
managed to arrive safely to our destination. Five months later, 
we moved to Florida and the speedster finished her cross-
country journey in a car hauler. We live in Cape Coral now and 
are looking forward to coming out to some FOG activities.

An Adventure of a Lifetime
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by Jodi Madison

Heading to Cape Coral

Early morning light

Newlyweds

1957 Speedster
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MA DAVIS and BE TAYLOR CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE
Enjoy & Protect Your Rides   Policies written in all 50 states

Get the right insurance plan for your needs & peace-of-mind!

Contact Us  at https://dtccins.com
We represent, in alphabetical order, multiple companies 
to meet your speci�c  needs. 
• American Collector
• American Modern
• Condon Skelly
• Grundy
• Hagerty

• Heacock Classic Car Insurance
• J.C. Taylor
• LeLand West 
• SafeCo Insurance

Our services will not add to the cost of your insurance. 

You will have an advocate to represent you if you ever 
have a claim.  

Let us help you select the perfect company and �t 
for your needs.

9



2021 Oktoberfest

8

Article by John Reker
Photos by David Kelly

The Space Coast PCA put on their annual Concours- BBQ- Swap 
Meet event November 6. Our own Steve and Robin Hoffman 
chaired the whole event for Space Coast. FOG was invited to 
participate in conjunction with the awarding of the Kirk Stowers 
Memorial Trophy for the People’s Choice winners among 356s. 
Kirk was 356 FOG President from 2003 to 2007 and owner 
of Stowers 356 Restoration shop. Unfortunately, Kirk’s wife 
Rosemary was not able to attend to present the award this year.

Due to threatening weather the 356 turnout was reduced, but 
we ended up a nice mix of 356’s and later model Porsches attend.  
Fortunately, the rain passed by before the event and sunny blue 
skies prevailed! FOG members attended from across the state 
– Sebring, Tampa and the Villages. John Osteen left his 356’s at 

home, but he did bring his beautiful 2005 Carrera GT. Roughly 
100 people in total attended the event and enjoyed authentic 
German Brauts, sauerkraut, German potatoe salad and streudel 
for lunch. Numerous people came to sell their extra Porsche 
parts and memorabilia at the swap meet.

This is one of the most enjoyable events I attend every year. If you 
have not been out to one, you need to put it on your calendar 
and come try it next year! 

Sid Wilde, who drove from The Villages in his 1962 Smyrna Green 
Notchback, won third place. Karen Walker was second with her 
original 1955 Continental. First place and winner of the Stowers 
Trophy was GF Bown with his 1959 Meissen Blue Convertible D.

The office

FOG members 
enjoying the 

sunshine
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Karen Walker ‘s original 1955 
Continental black beauty

Wanna swap?

People’s Choice 
presentation

Event Sponsor 356 Unlimited displayed 
this freshly restored 1958 Speedster

Talkin’ cars

Sid Wilde’s 
1962 Smyrna 
Green Notchback

GF Bown’s 
1959 Meissen Blue

Convertible D



Driving on the Daytona Speedway
We all have some fun on back roads and curves, but that is on 
patrolled roads, with unpredictable traffic. How about a chance 
to experience a world renowned track/road course? This would 
be the 24 Hours of Daytona road course. It combines steep 
banking, two “horseshoe” infield turns, and a high speed chicane.

The Porsche Club of America has an annual Club Race at Daytona 
every October. They call it OctoberFast. They rent the track for a 
four day weekend. On Saturday and Sunday they have Charity 
Touring Laps at lunch time open to any car, with almost all cars 

being late model Porsches. For 911’s the typical speed is maybe 
third gear of six for them. For a 356 I got into fourth gear and 
had to downshift for the infield turns and the chicane. Cars are 
spaced out well so you can get a really good experience. No 
one is allowed on the high bank 31degree portion, but there 
are milder banking sections that are a lot of fun. Entrance to 
the track for OktoberFast is free and no registration required, 
just arrive and sign a waiver. You do not even have to be a PCA 
member. So, next fall keep tabs with a PCA member to get the 
details and have some fun!

And did I mention that the course length is 3.56 miles?
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Article by John Reker
Photos by Robin Hoffman

The driving fun starts here

Between the two horseshoes



Fuel has become a very relevant topic of discussion among the 
factors that affect the operation of your 356. Gasoline today 
is a very different product when compared to the fuel that 
was available when our cars were manufactured. Emission 
controls forced the removal of Tetraethyl lead as an anti-
detonant, changes in blending elements and vapor pressure 
forced automobile manufacturers to begin implementing fuel 
metering systems that could overcome some, if not most, of 
these new operating demands.

Oxygenated fuels, broader control of RVP (Reid vapor pressure) 
current engines and their fuel systems achieve remarkable 
specific outputs while being resistant to the new demands 
that our unleaded E-10 gasolines create during operation and 
storage. E-10 gasoline when used in current Porsche models 
present few issues related to engine performance and service 
life, also fuel systems have been designed to resist break down 
due to the solvent properties of ethanol. However, vehicles that 
are not driven frequently or are in storage can benefit from the 
use of additives that address the issue of water / ethanol mixing. 
Ethanol being hydroscopic will mix with any water that either 
condenses in the fuel tank or is introduced with contaminated 
fuel. This water/ethanol mix can cause corrosion. (Water in non-
ethanol fuel will remain in the lowest parts of the fuel tank.) 
For these newer vehicles products can be purchased that will 
minimize these problems, plus reduce deposits that occur 
during engine operation.

On older Porsches such as your 356, the problem of operating 
on E-10 gasoline can be much more critical. From the metal 
fuel tanks which can lose internal coating and corrode rapidly 
to hoses and seals becoming unserviceable, now add corrosion 
damage to fuel pumps and carburetors and it is obvious that 
preventive measures are required. The first step we can take 
against this situation is to drive our cars as often as possible. 
When not possible, remember that products designed as fuel 

stabilizers such as Sta-Bil, are effective for 
an average of 12 months, so draining and 
refilling with fresh fuel and additive may be 
necessary. Verify the condition of your fuel 
tank, by removing the fuel sender, so you 
can visually inspect for damage. Inspect 
and change any fuel hoses not designed for 
use with ethanol. Replace fuel filters once a 
year and be wary of sudden changes in your 
engine’s operation, as malfunctioning fuel 
system components can be identified before 
they cause collateral damage.

Lastly on the 356, the use of fuel additives is essential, not 
only because of the detergents and dispersants, but the 
corrosion inhibitors in some of the better products can be very 
useful in maintaining the fuel system. Keep your fuel tank full 
during storage to minimize condensation. When selecting fuel 
additives, use internet resources or your service facility can assist 
with your choice, but most of the well-known additives such as 
Techron, Sea Foam, Lucas, etc. will work just fine. Add the proper 
amount 1 to 2 times a year and your fuel system will thank you 
with continued peak performance and longevity.

Keep the Faith!
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Fill’er Up by Lou Verdiales



FOGLight Editor
4626 James Road
Cocoa, FL 32926

The interior of GF Bown’s 1959 Meissen Blue Convertible D after 
winning the Kirk Stower’s Memorial Trophy at Oktoberfest in Cocoa

Photographed by David Kelly


