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Now that fall is officially upon us the temperatures have 
started to drop and Florida’s number one nemesis (humidity) 
has become slightly more bearable.  With this perfect combi-
nation, 356 driving weather is finally here.  Technically, it’s 
always perfect driving weather for the true 356er willing 
to brave his or her baby through the soaring summer heat 
and thunderstorms along with anything else Mother Nature 
is willing to throw at them. However, one must admit that 
occasionally Mother Nature is extremely kind to us.  Now is 
your chance to seize the moment….take the opportunity to 
drive your 356 and rack up the miles for closely contested 
“Drive Those Cars Contest.”  Last month at the “Southern 
356 Drive” in Helen Georgia I had the opportunity to talk 
with the top five driver’s in our event and they all have a 
sure fire plan to be number one… drive!  So take it from the 
pros… DRIVE your 356!

Trustee elections are on the horizon and there are two 
seats that will be vacated as of January 2014.  As you may 
know, trustees are the backbone of FOG…leading our club 
into the future while remaining true to the past.  Trustees 
play a crucial part in the everyday functions of FOG which 
range from serving as a liaison to the Porsche 356 Regis-
try to being the first point of contact for new members.  If 
you have ever thought about becoming more involved with 
FOG, now is your chance. If you are interested in becoming 
a trustee please submit a short bio, campaign message along 
with photo directly to me and I will be honored to place you 
on the ballot.  

Please mark your calendars for the weekend of January 
10-12, 2014, for the 7th annual Gathering of the Faithful. The 
trustees have selected the Riverfront Marriott in Bradenton 
for the destination of our premier event. Our trustees have 
worked diligently to keep the GOF priced at a more than 
reasonable $50 per person for the entire weekend!  What 
do you get for 50 clams?  Let me tell you… A Friday night 
welcoming reception with hot hors d’oeuvres and cash bar, 
Saturday People’s Choice Concours on the Bradenton River, 

Seize the SeaSon!
a scenic drive through the back roads of Manatee County, 
awards banquet and the traditional GOF Sunday morning 
annual meeting.  If you haven’t attended a GOF you have 
been missing out on a fabulous weekend with great cars, 
good times and fantastic people.  Previous attendees are 
encouraged to spread the word and we hope to see you again.

Be safe,
Frank

PS I’m a bit behind schedule but I will be submitting my 
mileage for the “Drive Those Cars Contest”. Too bad I won’t 
be coming in first, at least not this year ;)

Frank and Renee at Southern Drive - Nice pants Frank!
Photo submitted by John Reker
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LocaL eventS and tourS

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and social-
ize with a truly marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. Since the 
long distances in Florida make it difficult for many members to attend statewide 
events, we have developed a system of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to 
keep our members in touch with each other.

Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch 
tours occasionally, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of 
both the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@
cfl.rr.com or call at (407) 629-0248.

Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every 
month. Location varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 
529-1398, or Jon Meigs at (904) 501-4346.

Northwest Florida: Looking for a volunteer to organize local events. Please 
contact Mark Koorland at koorland@mail.usf.edu

Southeast Florida: Looking for a volunteer to organize local events.  Please 
contact Mark Koorland at koorland@mail.usf.edu

Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at 
First Watch Restaurant at the Publics Plaza located on University Parkway, just 
east of 1-75 (exit 213).  This draws FOGies from Naples to Tampa.  Contact 
Bob Ross at (941) 492-5214 or bobross517@gmail.com

FoG officers & contacts
Thru December 31, 2013

Frank Hood
President
fhood@tampabay.rr.com
(727) 564-7327
Bradenton, FL

Mark Koorland
Vice-President & Co-Event Chair
koorland@mail.usf.edu

Lee Payne
Trustee and Treasurer
leempayne@cfl.rr.com 

John Reker
Secretary & Membership Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com
1660 Joeline Court
Winter Park, FL 32789

Pete Bartelli
Trustee and Co-Event Chair
peterbartelli@hotmail.com

Speedster Jack Kasmer
Trustee and Email Coordinator 
fog356club@comcast.net

Past Presidents of FOG
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

The FOGLight is the official publication 
of the Porsche 356 Florida Owners Group 
(FOG). It is published in even-numbered 
months. Send articles, photos and sugges-
tions to:

Janis Croft
Webmaster / FOGlight Editor
jlcfog@gmail.com

 

All the known sales literature 
on the Porsche 356, including 

paint numbers, Spyder brochures, 
a rare look at the 917, Carrera RS, 

Marine & Aircraft Engines, Rotorcycle, 
A, B & C Accessory Books and the 

early Speedster. Double autographed 
by Susann Miller and Richard Merritt. 

320 pages, hardcover, b&w reproduction. 
www.porschebooks.org to review book. 

Email Susann with questions: 
susannart@aol.com 

REGULAR PRICE: $75 
SPECIAL PRICE TO FOG MEMBERS: 

$50 includes shipping 
 
Send your check or money order to: 
Susann Miller, 
340 12th Avenue, South 
Naples, FL 34102 
or call: 239-821-8281 for credit card orders 
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drive thoSe carS conteSt 
By Dennis Brunotte

MeMBerShiP rePort
By John Reker

Dues emails were sent out in October to beat the holiday rush. Please pay promptly so reminders will not have to be 
sent. Payment information is online at http://www.356fog.com/Membership.html.

Photo by M. Cobb
Our Driving Contest for 2013 continues in a rather impres-
sive fashion with several of our participants adding hundreds 
of miles this period with trips to Georgia and beyond. The 
Porsche 356 Southern Drive to Helen, GA was a major 
success drawing cars from states all along the east coast 
including ten of our FOG driving contest regulars. In 
addition to targeting the north Georgia 356 weekend, Buster 
Venable took his drive to the extreme by extending his trip to 
include six states continuing north to Kentucky and returning 
down the east coast. Overall our Porsches are rolling all over 
the place, and to this point in our contest year, our partic-
ipants have totaled over 60,000 miles. Here’s the updated 
tally for those who have driven over 500 miles this year.

Glen Getchell  Seminole  6,656
Sharon Cobb  Tampa   5,582
Jack Kasmer  Sebring   5,299
Buster Venable  Cocoa Beach  5,190
Susan Remillard Southwest Ranches 4,086
Bill Cooper  Jacksonville  4,015
Mark Koorland  St. Petersburg  3,610
John Reker  Winter Park  3,341
Glenn Long  Dunnellon  3,302
Dave DeRossett  Daytona Beach  2,551
Chip Reichart  Vero Beach  1,949
Steve Bamdas  Lighthouse Point 1,902
Dennis Brunotte Naples   1,427
Alan Gordon  Chicago, IL  1,364
Alex Dearborn  Osprey   1,107
Bob Schmitt  Ponte Vedra Beach 1,100
John Lovejoy  Jacksonville  1,051
Gary Simmons  Anna Maria  1,007
Bob Ross  Englewood      955
Dick Bustelo  Melbourne Village     840
John Boles  Estero       827
Bob Tone   Sarasota      730
Mark Hebb  Jacksonville      615

Please welcome these new members:
Frank Carbon and Maria Herrera join from Pembroke 
Pines. They have a 1956 A Coupe full Outlaw (1900cc). 
Contact at 954-980-9689.

Mark and Deborah Phillips live in Orlando and have a 
1963 B Coupe 1600 S.  Telephone 407-851-0040.

Paul and Margaret Raben join from Fort Lauderdale. They 
have a 1964 C Hard Top Cabriolet. Contact at 954-854-4362.

Harris and Susan Jackson join from Winnetka, Illinois. 
They have a 1960 B Cabriolet 1600 S, 1953 Pre A Coupe, 
1960 B Cabriolet, and a 1963 B Coupe. Phone 847-446-7512.

GatherinG inFo on 
www.356FoG.coM

The Schedule of Events, info on registering and booking a 
hotel room as well as FAQs are all available by clicking the 
link on the left for the Gathering 2014 on the site. 

the MeSSaGe Board iS uP 
and workinG aGain!

Now you can post items to sell or buy and technical/resource 
questions on the board. In order to prevent spammers, there 
will be one universal password (look under the Scottshop 
ad on left) for FOG members to view the board. If you want 
to post or reply, you will need to register following the site 
instructions. Save your registration info for future posting.

Send any website questions to Janis Croft, jlcfog@gmail.com
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MeMBerS’ newS
SOuTHweST FLORiDa (SaRaSOTa aRea):
Mike Davis photographed the summer breakfasts at First 
Watch Restaurant in Sarasota and sent the following: 
“Great attendance recently with 7 to 11 cars coming month-
ly and 17 to 20 people for breakfast, thanks to the organiza-
tional skills and hosting of Bob Ross. FOGgies drive from 
Naples to Tampa to attend.”  

oktoBerFeSt event and  kirk StowerS MeMoriaL  troPhy

The Space Coast Region PCA will have their annual 
Oktoberfest BBQ Picnic/Concours/Swap Meet Event 
on Sunday, Oct 20 at Burton Smith Park on SR 520 
west of Cocoa (7575 SR 520, Cocoa, FL  32926).  
FOG is formally invited and there will be a People’s Choice 
Event for all 356’s and the overall winner (most votes) will 
receive the Stowers Memorial Trophy. Kirk was 356 FOG 
President from 2003 to 2007 and owner of Stowers 356 
restoration shop. 

Registration fee of $15 per person, which includes lunch, is 
payable at the event. However, we need to know how many 
will attend in advance so event hosts can order sufficient 
food.  Brats, German Potato Salad and fixings will be part 

of the picnic fare. Please don’t miss this event even though 
it might be a bit of a drive. Kirk’s wife Rosemary will be 
attending and will participate in awarding the Stowers 
Memorial Trophy. 

Set up for the event starts at 9am, judging at 10am and lunch 
will be around noon. Awards after lunch. A swap meet will 
also be held, so bring items that you may want to sell  to a 
“Good Home”. Several of us sold items last year.

if you have not already contacted me please  RSVP at 
JReker@cfl.rr.com  if you plan to attend, and indicate 
how many people, and if you will be driving a 356. 

John Reker – event Chair

oPen houSe at 356 unLiMited LLc, BuSter venaBLe’S 
reStoration ShoP in MeLBourne  

Open House” at 356 Unlimited LLC set for Sat. Oct 26, 
10:00 until 2;00 or later.  Lunch to be provided at a nominal 
cost.  Stop in to see our current projects, check out the shop 
and say hello to your 356 friends. Currently we have two 
Roadsters, an SC Cabriolet and a Speedster in various stages 
of total restoration. Also, if there is a particular part you 
need, we may have it.
The address is: 2495 Jen Dr. #14, Melbourne, Fl.  32940

Please RSVP by Oct. 23 to Buster Venable at 
356unlimited@earthlink.net

cLaSSiFied adS

Personal classified ads are free to FOG members and 
members of other regional 356 clubs. “Commercial” Classi-
fied: Please visit www.356FOG.com/AdRates.html for rates 
and additional information. We will run the ad as many times 
as you wish, but you must request each renewal. Otherwise, 
we will assume the item has been sold.

FOR SaLe: I have about 15 Florida tags from the past 50 
years. 356A-57 and 7D-1600. DMV can re-sticker any tag to 
your car. I will bring them along t next local breakfast. Jon 
Ramer at jxramer@earthlink.net.

FOR SaLe: Two shoulder-strap paddings with “P”emblem 
& “P” crest (see photo). $25.00 including shipping--contact 
garyr356@aol.com
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My wife, Neila and I attended 
the 1989 Parade 24 years ago 
with two cars. Since we summer 
in Grand Haven MI, we are still 
members of the Western Michi-
gan club that put on this year’s 
Parade in the same venue. We 
were hoping we had learned some 
things about competition since 24 
years ago! We enjoyed the clean-
ing and story sharing with all the 
other seriously addicted clean 
freaks in the facility for two days. 

The morning of the concours occurred and we got up at 5:30 
am for placement on the golf course. This was a short drive 
of a little over a mile avoiding the irrigation sprinklers and 
going very slow over the dew covered grass. Once in place, 
I started to clean the interior. Using tape to pick up dirt and 
grass from driving in and moving things around, I found 
some cat hair (we have three cats) and apparently they had 
used my jacket for a nap before I put the coat in the car. 
I pulled out the keys so that I could unlock the outside of 
the passenger doors and kept on cleaning the hair and other 
dust/dirt. I moved the seat forward and back (12 way 928 
power seats made it easy!) being sure not to miss a speck. I 
then removed the jacket and absolutely everything from the 
inside so we would not lose points for items left in the car.  
Remember our German friends made these cars in quite a 
“minimalist” form; they felt we did not need air condition-
ing, cup holders, or automatic transmission and this is a 54 
year old car.  (Heck, they hardly thought we needed heaters 
back then and the radio was an expensive option!)

The word came that in five minutes we would have to stop 
fawning/primping over the cars and stand back until the 
judging was completed. I moved the seats back into place 

our 356 outLaw at the June, 2013 traverSe city 
MichiGan PorSche nationaL Parade

by Daniel Bird

and looked for the key to unlock 
the passenger door and alas, NO 
KEY. (Did I mention I only have 
that ONE, SINGLE key?) I tore 
the car apart looking for the key, 
inside, outside, in the removed 
jackets, cleaning rags, every-
thing, starting to panic with about 
three minutes to go, I phoned 
Neila and told her I must have left 
the key when I came to the room 
just before I started cleaning. She 
started scouring everywhere for 

the key and was going to miss the concours judging of her 
car! The long three minutes ended and by then I had four 
others helping me look for the key. You often have to start 
the car, blow the horn, turn on the wipers, and so, the key 
was a big deal for judging not to mention I would have to 
push the car back to Florida.

Neila came down to the concours field just as the judges 
arrived at our car empty handed. The judges gathered around, 
introductions were made and they explained how and who 
will evaluate/judge each section of the car. Next they asked 
for a brief overview of the car, which I shortened and then 
admitted that while I drove the car to the course, I had lost 
the key, MAKE THAT THE ONLY KEY! I explained that I 
knew I would lose points for no key but would be grateful if 
a judge could find them.

The judging team started. Then the inside judge stood back 
and said here are the keys after moving the drivers seat back 
and forth. After much laughter by the crowd, who heard and 
were watching all of this unfold, the interior judge then also 
found an umbrella and a remote control for the radio from 
under the passenger seat. The laughter and embarrassment 
continued, as I knew these were likely enough to render us 
out of the competition. We waited until scores were posted 
at 4:10 pm to find out how we did and whom we were up 
against in our class.  It turned out they had early 911’s, a 
914-6 GT and other 356’s in our modified class. Our “outlaw” 
prevailed and we won even with those deductions so “LUCK 
STRUCK” again for the Bird’s and their little car!

We now have another sweet memory of the Michigan Parade 
at the same great location, the 23rd parade I have attended 
and spent time with great friends laughing with and at me. I 
am having a duplicate key or two made so that I can tie one 
around my neck for our next showing in New Mexico!
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BaSic caravan LoGic: 
road triP to the 356 Southern drive

by Alan Winer
Three northeast region FOG 356ers: Jim and Cathy Voss 
from Green Cove Springs (Jim in his 58 Speedster and 
Cathy driving the Porsche support vehicle); John and Harri-
et Lovejoy out of Jacksonville in their 59 D (with Harri-
et riding shotgun with Cathy); and Janis and I out of Saint 
Augustine in our 64 C Coupe decided to caravan together to 
the 2013 356 Southern Drive in Helen GA. The Toyota SUV 
labeled, as the support vehicle, should have been appropri-
ately named the comfort vehicle for it hauled no support 
items other than food, beer, folding chairs and additional 
suitcases full of clothes never to be worn.

Janis and I left our house at 6AM in the dark. Six volts, even 
with relays and H4 headlights, strained to cut even a slight 
path through the darkness along the St. Johns River heading 
north on Route 13. The plan was to meet at the Lovejoy’s at 
7AM, enjoy a delicious homemade breakfast, leave by 8AM 
and beat the morning rush hour traffic through Jacksonville. 
We all arrived at the Lovejoy’s by 7AM, ate and left on 
time with John leading us circuitously through downtown 
Jacksonville on secondary roads. We all looked forward to 
when the flat straight roads of Florida and Southern Georgia 
would turn into the curving scenic roads we had dreamt 
would challenge us. If we left by 8AM we could be in Helen 
Ga. by 3PM or so we thought. 

Following are some basic caravan coordination items that 
we failed to address: 

First, synchronizing restroom stops and agreeing on the type 
of restroom becomes an essential element on long trips. Six 
people on totally different relief cycles and with varying 
ideologies on what constitutes an acceptable restroom can 
add significantly to road time. Excessive restroom stops: 
1hour 12 minutes.

Second, try to synchronize fueling stops. This may sound 
like a simple notion but determining the level of fuel in 
our tanks takes a special type of conceptual mathematics, 
which expresses volume in a variable geometric proportion 

to a bouncing gauge needle. Additionally, loose banjo bolts 
dripping gas has a dramatic effect on gas consumption not 
to mention the potential fire hazard. Since then, Janis now 
reminds me to check the bolts before every trip. Excessive 
fuel stops: 53 minutes.

Third, too many people in charge of route guidance. Wrong 
turns are fun but only maybe the first six or seven times. 
And asking for directions (only the women did) requires a 
lengthy discussion about our cars and the history of the cars 
the direction givers had restored. This in conjunction with 
finding safe u-turn or even semi safe u-turn places becomes 
time additive. Excessive route corrections, u-turns and road-
side map conferences: 1 hour 6 minutes.

And when the flat straight roads turned into hills with curves 
and beautiful scenery, no one cared that we rolled into our 
destination 3 hours 11minutes behind schedule. What a ride 
with good friends to the Southern 356 Drive; one to remem-
ber with the best of trips.
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Another hearty thanks to the organizers of this event 
from the 65 FOG members that attended. George 
Bryan, Curt Dansby and Tom McCoy pulled off a 
super driving weekend. Thanks also to the Blue Ridge 
Rifles Drill Team for their outstanding performance. If 
you missed the trip, all driving maps are posted on the 
356 FOG website under Great Drives. 
Photos provided by Sharon Cobb, Janis Croft, Cliff Murray, John 
Lovejoy, Kathy Payne and Alan Winer.
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(Continued on page 10

In the Porsche world there is a Concours class for every 
year.  All Porsches are great looking, fun to drive and highly 
desirable, regardless of the model.  Every owner should be 
proud to own an Icon, and unlike a lot of cars, there reaches 
a point where the resale value stops going down and begins 
going up.  Unless totally destroyed, Porches’ values never 
go to zero. It’s true that not all Porsches are the same and 
their resale characteristics and desirability differ from model 
to model, and even from year to year, but many Porsches are 
selling for multiple times their original sales price. And in 
some cases, they are bringing millions of dollars at auctions 
or private sales.

Last month we looked at some resale prices from the recent 
Amelia Island auctions, and were awestruck at the breath-
taking prices that were being realized at the gavel. We 
compared new, original sales prices, and measured them 
with today’s realized values.  We then calculated the rate 
of return, or growth on our money, as if our cars were an 
actual investment.  In addition we considered inflation and 
the time value of money.  The conclusion was that Porsches 
compared favorably with other investment asset classes such 
as stocks, bonds, gold, etc., but yet had some distinct charac-
teristics such as costs to maintain, store, insure, and the like. 

In general, because of the unusual risks, one should proba-
bly stick to owning a Porsche for fun and enjoyment instead 
of as an investment, unless you have reasonable knowledge 
of what you are doing - or at least think you do.  In most 
cases the overwhelming reason most people buy a Porsche is 
for enjoyment, which is the way it should be. But of course, 
this means different things to different people.  Concours 
people buy them for enjoyment and competition first, but 
then somehow they seem to turn into an investment.  Go 
figure. It can be a little like buying a vacation home; you 
want to enjoy it and show it, and share it with friends and 
relatives. If it happens to pick up a little appreciation along 
the way, it’s a good thing!

While we acknowledge that Porsches have the potential to 
appreciate over time from their nadir, as we discussed, not 
all Porsches will do so at the same pace and time frame.  
Like wines, you have to have some idea of what you are 
doing.  The same goes for real estate, stocks, and almost 
everything else.  Purchasing Porsches for increasing values 
is a little bit of an art form, and requires a reasonable amount 
of knowledge.  I wanted to share some basics that I have 
found useful in helping me make my selections, and possi-
bly it will be helpful to you.

For starters, I spend a lot of time researching and becoming 
as knowledgeable as I can in one area.  I am not that brainy, 
so I try to be an expert on only one thing, which in my case 
are the 911 air-cooled vintages up to the year 1998, the last 
year the air-cools were produced.  They don’t make these 
anymore, and they are highly desirable among enthusiasts.  
The older 944s, 928s, 968s, 914,s and even the amazing 
356s, are all extraordinary cars.  I just have limited time and 
mental capacity to be an expert in every model, so by stick-
ing to one approach it allows me to focus.  

Regardless of whether you decide to be an expert on all 
models or just one or two, there are a few principles that 
seem to hold together to define and set apart the best cars. 
It’s summed up in the acronym S-R-O-C. The S stands for 
speed, the R for rarity, the O for originality, and the C for 
color.   

SPEED never goes out of style. You can pretty much bank 
on that! Whether new cars or older cars, the faster they 
are, the more they cost, and the more they will bring upon 
resale.  Whether we are talking Porsches, Bugattis, Astons, 
Corvettes or Ferraris, it always seems to hold true.  Consid-
er today’s modern Turbo models that are faster and more 
expensive than their slower counterparts.  In the 993 models, 
made from 1995-1998, the Turbo models can sometimes 
bring double their slower air-aspirated counterparts, and the 
S wide bodies, with a little more horsepower bring more 
than the regular models.  On and on it goes.

In last month’s issue we compared the price differentials of 
the 1973 911T, E, and S models, and then compared them 
not only against each other, but the speed demon Carrera RS.  
The price differential for the slower T compared to the much 
faster S model is about $150,000, while the S compared to 
the RS Carrera rocket ship is about $250,000.  Yes, speed 
kills … the wallet, that is.

RARITY plays a notable part to the equation. The law of 
supply and demand works well in economics, and will 
also aide you in selecting a Porsche with some investment 
qualities.  Older cars had very little production in terms of 
the numbers that were actually made.  When you consid-
er how many have vanished, rusted away, been destroyed, 
or squished in a junkyard, you may actually own a little 
piece of history, making the survivors more desirable and 
valuable.  When cars are mass-produced over and over, as 
is the case with many of the modern cars, the appreciation 
factor is greatly diminished.  If you consider again from last 
month’s price comparisons of the 1973 911 T, S, and RS, 

how to Buy a coLLectiBLe car 
by Fred Kohly
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(How To Buy a Collectible Car . . . continued)

the total production numbers were as follows respectively; 
8,695, 1590, and 1,590.  Guess what?  In the muscle car 
world, Corvettes with their high production numbers gener-
ally bring less than comparable year Porsches. The older fast 
Ford Mustangs  typically only bring five figures at auctions.  
The Ford Shelby Mustang is by far the exception, but here 
we have speed and rarity combined.

ORIGINALITY can’t be overlooked.  The more original the 
car, the more an enthusiast or collector is likely to pay you 
for it. Originality brings higher resale for sure! Porsches, 
whether in their actual preserved condition, or restored to 
original correctness and paint, are in high demand.  Chang-
ing out the engine, steering wheel, seats, wheels and color 
is a liability, which cheapens the car. For track use this is 
fabulous, and even recommended, but if you want to retain 
your car’s value, or perhaps even hope that it increases, you 
can forget about it.  Enthusiasts buying older Porsches in 
particular, are not likely to make daily drivers out of them. 
It takes countless hours of searching the Internet for parts 
that are no longer available, not to mention a pile of cash to 
buy them, to then bring them back to originality.  There are 
actually people and companies who make a living selling 
original Porsche parts, and again these parts are not cheap so 
non-originality is not a plus.

COLOR is impactful.  In diamonds it is particularly impor-
tant, and so it is in car collecting.  Have you ever seen a 
brown Ferrari or a brown Porsche? There is a saying that 
goes like this; “no resale brown” and “resale red”.  Get the 
picture? Color likes and dislikes are subjective, and at the 
end of the day, buy what you like; but if it comes down to 
salability, the color and greater appeal it adds to the car will 
matter.  

Over time and the decades, the attractiveness and style of 
colors have changed.  In the ‘70’s the Signal Orange, or Irish 
Greens were popular. But in today’s modern cars these colors 
do not have as much appeal as the reds, silvers, blacks or 
whites.  Period correct colors and attractiveness is definitely 
a factor to consider for purchase and resale.

S-R-O-C is actually pretty simplistic and obviously just a 
rule of thumb.  There are a couple of other components to 
this formula that we have to add, however, and that is the two 
letters’ “Y” and “H”. These can be exceptionally impactful 
in determining values. The Y stands for “year” and the “H” 
for “history”.

YEARS of production matter, and as we mentioned earli-
er, astute wine collectors, and even anyone with a basic 
knowledge of wines, is well aware that not all vintages are 
the same; some years are better than others due to weath-
er conditions and other factors. Some years were just better 
than others, period.  

The same holds true for Porsches. In general, the last year of 
production is usually the best in the air-cooled models.  The 
1967S, for instance, was the last year the short wheelbase S 
models came to our shores, as the 1968S was not imported to 
the US. As a result, the ’67Ss have a rather strong following.  
The 1969 911s were the first year of the longer wheelbases, 
but they are not as popular as the later 1972 or 1973 models. 
The year 1973 was also the last year of the long hooded and 
small bumper cars.

In other Porsche years, the 1983 SC, the 1989 3.2 Carrera, 
the 1993 964, and the 1998 993 Carreras are the most highly 
sought after in their generations.  Porsches between 1974 
and 1977, because of significant changes, such as reduced 
horsepower, larger bumpers, emission controls and other 
factors, are considered less desirable years.  The only excep-
tion might be the 1974 Carrera, which was to be the exten-
sion of the legendary 1973 Carrera RS. The other exception 
is the RSR models for that same year.

The last letter H can take your car’s value off the charts 
and can trump all the other rules.  Take the example of 
Steve McQueen’s grayish green 1970 911S, which sold 
for $1,375,000. Yes, you are reading the number correctly 
in $millions!  This car was not only the personal car of the 
“King of Cool”; it also appeared in his famous movie “Le 
Mans”.  Without the Hollywood pedigree and history, the 
same car would have brought only a fraction of its colossal 
selling price. If the legendary racecar driver Stirling Moss 
once owned your car, you are going to get a lot of dough for 
it. Any time you are buying a piece of significant history; 
it’s going to cost a lot of money.  Are Rembrandts really that 
good, or are they commanding over a $100 million because 
of their place in history and status?

Regardless of what Porsche you buy, you can probably be 
sure of one thing:  you will have a winner.  Buy the one 
you like, or the one your budget will let you buy.  Buy it for 
enjoyment, but if values are a concern for the future, just 
remember what the definition of appreciation is: It means 
that the guy who buys it from you appreciated it more than 
you appreciated it when you bought it.
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1964 C Coupe experiencing nirvana on Highway 356 in Helen, Georgia. 
Photo by Janis Croft  


