October 2014

Drive Your 356 Day
1

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
By Alan Winer

FOG Officers & Contacts
Alan Winer, Trustee
President and Membership Chair
alanwiner1@gmail.com
8311 C.R. 208
Saint Augustine, FL 32092
Pete Bartelli, Trustee
Vice-President & Event Chair
peterbartelli@hotmail.com
Lee Payne, Trustee
Treasurer
leempayne@cfl.rr.com
John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com
1660 Joeline Court
Winter Park, FL 32789
Speedster Jack Kasmer, Trustee
Email Coordinator
fog356club@comcast.net
Jamie Poole. Trustee
rare356@gmail.com
Past Presidents of FOG
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

Please Note the following edits to last
month’s FOG Membership Directory:
Susann Miller
239-821-8281
Arnie & Anita Fried
954-295-2973
Cheryl Heider
863-551-1947

to be the oldest still on the road”. Contact
them at 513-6833443.

Welcome the following New Members:

John & Alicia Lovejoy recently moved to
Orlando and drive a 1965 C Cabriolet.
Contact is 407-279-6412.

Doug & Deb Darrah join from Naples.
They are the owners of a 1959 A Coupe,
S-90 engine. Contact them at 920-378-5538.
Steve & Marie Leiding join from Maineville, OH. They drive a 1960 Roadster/1600.
It was the 14th build and Steve “believes it

Fernando Lopez joins from Riverview and
drives a 1957 A T1 Coupe. His contact is
727-417-1120.

David & Beverly Tosi reside in Pfafftown,
NC. Davids is a past owner of 356s and a
PCA member since 1976. He is currently
looking for an Irish Green SC. Their contact
is 336-922-4917.

VIEW FROM THE PASSENGER’S SEAT
By Diana Williams

Let me tell you what you already know356 Holidays are fun and 356 people are cool
and here is one example why. Decades ago, don’t recall the year, we went to a Holiday in
Toronto. Lady, our ‘62 coupe conveyed us, with great dignity and compassion, all the way
there from Florida before she collapsed. Of course she made it into the parking lot of the
host hotel, but I had to push her into her parking spacesound familiar! At a reception that
evening Rich and I were telling our tale of woe and a 356 member, a complete stranger, who
only knew we were 356 owners, went with Rich and other experts to view the car. Yep,
she was dead. He then offered us the use of his trailer (he had trailered his 356), his Land
Rover, and his mechanic in upstate NY. He and Rich took Lady down to the mechanic’s
shop where we left her for an engine rebuild. We then flew back home. But, really, he didn’t
know us, met us at a Holiday and he offered us everything. Too cool!

Local Events and Tours

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a truly
marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a system of local breakfasts
and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.
Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch tours occasionally,
but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both the breakfasts and the lunch tours
send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com or call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month. Location varies.
Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.

The FOGLight is the official
publication of the Porsche 356
Florida Owners Group (FOG). It
is published in even-numbered
months. Send articles, photos
and suggestions to: Janis Croft,
Webmaster / FOGlight Editor at
jlcfog@gmail.com

Northwest Florida: Looking for a volunteer to organize local events. Please contact Pete Bartelli
at peterbartelli@hotmail.com
Southeast Florida: First Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at Cucina dell’ Arte, 257 Royal Poinciana Way, Palm Beach, FL. Phone: 561 655 0770. Indoor and Outdoor seating options. Free parking
in front of restaurant. RSVP if attending to Randy Gananathan at rdganathan@gmail.com.
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at First Watch Restaurant at the Publics Plaza located on University Parkway, just east of 1-75 (exit 213). This draws
FOGies from Naples to Tampa. Contact Bob Ross at (941) 492-5214 or bobross517@gmail.com

Front Cover: Jim and Cathy Voss in their ‘58 Speedster on Dames Point Bridge, Jacksonville. Photo by Janis Croft
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Presidentʼs Perspective

Driving Seasons & Other Important Items
Janis and I are originally from the Finger lakes Region of
New York, about 40 minutes north of Watkins Glen. Lake
effect storms off of Lake Ontario would dump what seemed
like tons of snow from November through early April.
Temperatures would frequently drop below freezing, bringing out caravans of salting snow plow trucks. Their plows
rumbling along the roads, the salt whipping out of the spreaders, the snow pouring out of the throwers and their blinking
lights caused heads to turn, dogs to bark and cats to scurry
for safety. The dried salt turned the black asphalt white. And
with our cars stored inside, we anxiously waited for the first
signs of spring, knowing that the rains would wash the salt
from the roads. The rule of thumb was, if you licked the road
and it tasted salty, you had to wait for more cleansing rain.

This past summer I needed some car parts and thought it
would be good to drive the 356. Weʼre somewhat rural and
the nearest FLAPS (Friendly Local Auto Parts Store) is a
30 mile trip. The sky as well as the weather radar indicated
no rain in sight so I ventured out. About 10 miles from the
house I drove into a solid wall of rain which ended abruptly
but patiently waited for me on the return trip.

Now our northern Porsche friends call and say how lucky
we are to be able to drive our cars twelve months a year.
The fact is that driving our classics in Florida has it seasons
as well. The heat, humidity and rain that materializes from
nowhere, put a halt to much of our driving during the long
summer months.

Besides learning how to anticiate rain, it seems that I have
gotten past my northerner’s paranoia regarding salt. After
many beautiful ocean drives along A1A, I have learned to
just wipe the car down. So, with the summer rains and heat
behind us, I hope weʼre all out there driving.

A FOG friend, owner of a Speedster sieve, told me that
during the summer he locates all the self-car washes along
his route. When the rain comes, and all the bridge underpasses are taken by the motorcycles, no one is washing their
cars so he pulls into the nearest self car wash and waits out
the rain.

Important Items
Volunteers for 2015 GOF
If you are interested in volunteering your time to help during
the Gathering of the Faithful, please contact either myself or
Pete Bartelli. Registration, Concours logistics and general
organization are areas that could use some additional hands.
Your help will be greatly appreciated.

2015 GOF will be Jan. 23-25, 2015 (details on next page)
Trustee Elections
Trustee terms are for two years and overlap with three and
two elected in alternating years. This year Pete Bartelli and
Lee Payne terms will expire at the 2015 GOF. They both
have agreed to continued their trustee positions for another two year term. According to the by-laws there will be
elections if another member is interested in running for a
Trustee position.
If you are interested in running for election to the Board of
Trustees, please submit your name and a brief description
of intent to either myself or John Reker, FOG Secretary by
December 1st.
Renewals
Membership renewals are due by December 31, but we
would appreciate your cooperation by renewing early. This
would greatly reduced the work load that is required prior to
the GOF. You can renew on the FOG Website by clicking on
the membership link. Paypal is the preferred method, you do
not need a paypal account. Email reminders will be send out
at the end of October.

Janis Croft and Alan Winer tamed The Dragon at ECH.
Photo by John Lovejoy
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2015 Gathering of the Faithful (GOF)
Start Planning Now!
What:
Where:

Annual FOG “Gathering of the Faithful” and Annual Meeting
Marriott Courtyard
100 Riverfront Drive
Bradenton, FL 34205
Tel: 941-747-3727

When:
Friday to Sunday, January 23-25, 2015
Hotel Rates: Special rate of $105 plus tax (King or two Queen beds)
Upgrade to mini suite with King, pull out couch/bed, refrigerator Special Rate of $119
Rate available from Thursday, January 22 through January 26, 2015
Reservations MUST be made by January 5, 2015 to receive the Special Rate
FAQ’s
What is the event registration fee? $65 for primary registrant, $55 for spouse/guests for the whole weekend. This covers
all weekend events including the Friday Reception, Saturday Concours, Tech Quiz, Driving Tour, Cocktail party and
Banquet, Event Awards, etc.
Can I come for the day on Saturday? Yes, all FOG members are welcome to participate in the Concours, Tech Quiz, and Scenic
Driving Tour (some conditions apply for a replica 356). Cost for participation is $10 per person. You may pay at the door for
Saturday-only registration, but only to vote in the Concours, and participate in the Tech Quiz and Driving Tour. To place your
car in the People’s Choice Concours requires advance registration, so we can group cars properly and have placards prepared.
Registration: You will be notified by email when registration is open on line through our website in late October.
Questions: Registrars Jan & John Reker, JReker@cfl.rr.com , 407-629-0248

Driving Update
By Dennis Brunotte

Jack Kasmer
Bill Cooper
Curt Dansby
Alex Dearborn
Glen Getchell
Sharon Cobb
Jim Spears
John Reker
Glen Long
Steve Bamdas
Randy Gananathan
John Lovejoy
Dick Weiss
Dennis Brunotte
Chip Reichart

The odometers were rolling this period with several of our
contest participants taking the road to Washington for the
West Coast Holiday and North Carolina for the East Coast
Holiday as well as several jaunts out and about on Drive
Your Porsche 356 Day. Our top ten drivers alone have
amassed over 55,000 miles so far. And as close competition
goes, take a peek at our second and third place leaders at
this point both of which found their way to the WCH. If Bill
Cooper hadn’t taken that side trip to see the world’s biggest
ball of twine, Curt Dansby might be in the runner-up spot at
this point. (Just a joke ... sorry!)
Our final midterm mileage report is scheduled for late
November and the contest conclusion is December 14, so
there is still time for any new participants to send your 2014
miles to Dennis at dkbrunotte@gmail.com. The top ten
drivers will be recognized at The Gathering in Bradenton in
January. The following members have accumulated at least
1,000 miles this year:
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Sebring
Jacksonville
Charlotte, NC
Osprey
Seminole
Tampa
Madeira Beach
Winter Park
Dunnellon
Lighthouse Point
West Palm Beach
Jacksonville
Cincinnati, OH
Naples
Vero Beach

11,629
8,787
8,706
5,077
4,222
4,040
3,827
3,185
3,144
2,652
1,743
1,676
1,448
1,082
1,035

2015 Drive
Your 356 Day

1.

2.

3.

5.
4.

7.
To see all photos submitted go to 356FOG.com under
Past and Special Events
(http://www.356fog.com/PastEvents.html)

6.
1. Denny Zamler of Boynton Beach in his Roadster joined friend
Jay Cerola of Delray Beach with his red Speedster on A1A.
2. At Honey Lake Plantation in Greenville FL. Cars from left, Don
Vodicka’s ‘65 SC, Alan Berg’s ‘64 C, and Don Boggs’‘64C.

4. Bill Cooper and his “best friend” Haley enjoyed a drive to the
Mercers Mill covered bridge in Pennsylvania.
5. Joseph DeNais on Highway 356 in Georgia
6. From left, Ackermans, Croft-Winers, and Voss’ of the Northeast FOG Group riding Mayport Ferry. Photo by V. Vuong.
7. Bob Barton on the roads of Caldwell County, NC

3. James Spears drove to the Salvador Dali Museum in St.
Petersburg.
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WEST
COAST
HOLIDay

Right: Bill Cooper received
2nd place in the Outlaw
category for his A Coupe
which he drove from
Pennsylvania.

Frank Hood and Renee Bergman enjoyed one of the recommended drives in Curt Dabsby’s 1963 roadster. They came
back engaged!

Curt Dansby received the 2014 “Spark Plug” Award for his
outstanding service to the 356 Registry as moderator of the classified web page. Curt’s wife Nancy looks on.

The ladies that support their men and love of these cars:
Renee Bergman, Patricia Dunn, Nancy Gritter and Sherri
Scrantz.

Salmon bake on the lawn - breathtaking views.

Above: Concours Day
Left: Pit Row where all the cool FOGGIES hung out.
All photos by Renee Bergman and Frank Hood.
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EAST
COAST
HOLIDay

Above: 356s waiting on top of Fontana Dam for drone fly-over.
Right: Cued to drive onto dam and the drone before night flight
over baseball field. Check out the final drone video shoot at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjxJ8DNnZdc&sns=em

Above: DeRossett’s and Reker’s at dinner.
Upper Right: The Lovejoy’s driving onto dam.
Lower Right: Baseball field nightime Concours
Below: Foggie swap meet with Jerry Remillard and Lee Payne.
Bottom: Panorama of Concours on baseball field
Photography by Kathy Payne and Janis Croft
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Tech Know?
By Curt Dansby

Sunday 9/7/14:
It was the last leg home of the 2014 WCH Adventure and I
was rolling at 5:30 AM local time. After spending a delightful evening being well fed with great generosity at Jerry
Henning’s brother and sister-in-law’s house on the outskirts
of Memphis, I woke up well before my phone alarm was to
go off and after flopping around for an hour or so, I decided
sleep would not come again until I was in my own bed. So I
got up and would have tried to sneak out (as well as you can
firing up a 356 engine at 5:15 a.m.) but Jerry’s brother, who
is an early riser, and Dixie, the Jack Russell pup, heard me.
Plus, Jerry had told me twice to make sure he was up before
I left. So the three of us (four counting Dixie) shared a little
caffeine and some early morning joking before I headed east.

first check I was not overly concerned as it had taken some
effort to overcome the thread damage (not stripped to won’t
tighten), but not going to work well when you take them off
again.

It is a very rural area and I had a little bit of a hitch even
with Garmin but after about 5 miles I was merging on to
I-40 East, Charlotte bound. I set sail, which when it is still
pitch black and you can’t see the Poliezi, is around 75 mph
for me. After I got up to speed something was just not quite
right. The asphalt looked brand new and I thought “gosh”
this does not look like grooved pavement- must be some
new process. Then I went over a bridge, concrete, same odd
sensation. Back on the asphalt side of the bridge the neurons
started to fire“HEY Dumb Ass, something is not right”;
so I pushed that other pedal just to the left of the favored
one and then things got really interesting. Lots of noise and
it was hard to keep the car in the road. I thought “NO, not
a flat on these just bought tires.” I stopped and pulled over
as far as I could get on the shoulder (it is never far enough
in the dark with the 18 Wheelers hurtling by you). Fortunately my Petzel Headlamp was in the passenger seat and
I made my way around the car “not flat, not flat, not flat,
not flat. Ok Coach, what next?” I proceeded to give each
wheel a shake and on # 3 (the left rear), all became apparent. After some 5500 miles of driving, the lug nuts on this
wheel had loosened. But no biggie, turned into a moment of
panic when the nuts did not want to tighten up and I thought,
“I have wasted the studs and I am stuck.” I then figured the
rim was at an angle and I was trying to raise the car, so after
jacking it up and some grunting to re-thread the studs, I felt
safe to take off. The caffeine kicked in again and I decided
it might not be a bad idea to check the rest of the wheels as
well. There was one on each of the other three wheels that
needed snugging pretty well but no potential catastrophe like
the left rear. Had I been even less alert, this story could have
taken a grim turn. None of the nuts came completely off but
there were no threads showing on the outboard side of the
nuts. I did stop for fuel about 60 miles after the incident and
I checked to make sure the lugs were still tight but after the

So now the tech side of the story: I worked at a variety of shops
off and on before and during college. At a tire store I worked
for (I couldn’t find a good mechanic job that summer), they
(we) -“right” were proud that “we” used a torque wrench to
tighten the lug nuts on every car to the manufactures spec.
Well I was young and unimpressed with this corporate (one
location) policy and anyone who owned a Honda in the early
eighty’s probably remembers you could gall a Honda Acorn
Lug Nut before you even threaded it on the stud. At the other
shops I worked at with the big Mercedes and the occasional dreaded “Merican” car, the lug wrench ruled. However I
was never that jerk that said “they can call a tow truck if they
can’t break the lugs on the side of the road.” I did suffer that
later in life and decided I would take my business elsewhere
after I could not manually remove a wheel one time.
Well fast forward to the beginning of my story. Many of you
I am sure are fortunate enough to have nice home shops with
a good air compressor and a good lug wrench. I use mine a
lot to take stuff off, but I got pretty antsy about tightening
down these now expensive Wide Five’s with the gun, so I
resorted to the breaker bar and “I’ve been doing this for 34
years, that’s tight enough.” Look where that got me, being
wind whipped by tractor-trailers in the dark on Interstate 40.
So tonight after driving out and replacing all the studs on
that left rear drum, I thought I would share my “new” old
“corporate” wheel tightening policy:
At “Curt Dansby’s Shop” we are now proud to say that
we torque every Porsche Wide Five Wheel to Porsche
Factory Specs-105 foot lbs and yes, lugs and studs are
now part of the travel kit.
You Disc Brake guys will have to consult your Factory Shop
Manual for the torque spec, I don’t have that one.
KTF
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Use the MESSAGE BOARD
The message board is an alternative way to post Sale and WTB items that will remain on the board as opposed to having to be renewed every issue.
Additionally, this is a great venue for asking technical advice or requesting resource information. We encourage you to use and view the board often. In
order to prevent spammers, there will be one universal password for FOG members only. If you want to post or reply, you will also need to personally
register following the site instructions. Save your registration info for future postings.

All the known sales literature
on the Porsche 356, including
paint numbers, Spyder brochures,
a rare look at the 917, Carrera RS,
Marine & Aircraft Engines, Rotorcycle,
A, B & C Accessory Books and the
early Speedster. Double autographed
by Susann Miller and Richard Merritt.
320 pages, hardcover, b&w reproduction.
www.porschebooks.org to review book.
Email Susann with questions:
susannart@aol.com
REGULAR PRICE: $75
SPECIAL PRICE TO FOG MEMBERS:
$50 includes shipping
Send your check or money order to:
Susann Miller,
340 12th Avenue, South
Naples, FL 34102
or call: 239-821-8281 for credit card orders
Send any Message Board or website questions to Janis Croft, jlcfog@gmail.com.
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FOGlight Editor
8311 C.R. 208
St. Augustine, FL 32092

Lee and Kathy Payne’s 1960 Roadster. Photo by Terry J Alcorn Photography
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