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October 2018

The California Mille
Bob Bailey and his son, Cannon, ran the Mille in his newly acquired 1958 356 1600 Speedster. Read his report on page 4.

Photo by Afshin Behnia
Copyright 2018 Petrolicious
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FOG Officers & Contacts

Past Presidents of FOG
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

Alan Winer, Trustee (2019)
President and Membership Chair
alanwiner@356FOG.com
8311 C.R. 208
Saint Augustine, FL 32092

Stacie Rennick, Trustee (2019)
Vice-President
stacie@crabil.com

Mike Davis, Trustee (2018)
Treasurer
madavis356@gmail.com

Terry Cohen, Trustee (2018)
Event Chair
terrycohen@comcast.net

Paul Raben, Trustee (2018) 
Email Coordinator and 
Facebook Administrator 
praben356@gmail.com

John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com

Janis Croft
Webmaster/FOGlight Editor 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Website:
www.356FOG.com
Facebook:
Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

The FOGLight is the official 
publication of the Porsche 
356 Florida Owners Group 
(FOG). It is published in 
even-numbered months. 
Send articles, photos and 
suggestions to: Janis Croft, 
Webmaster / FOGlight Editor 
at jlcfog@gmail.com

2019 Gathering 
of the Faithful

will be held at the 

Terrace Hotel in Lakeland Florida
February 21-24, 2019

The Concours be held around 
beautiful Mirror Lake. An email 

will be sent when registration opens.
Please mark your calendars.

 Hope to see y’all there!
____________________________________________________

Trustee Elections
Three of our five trustee positions will expire at the end of this year.
We are seeking members or affiliate members to fill these positions.

If you are interested in contributing to our club in a Trustee 
position, please send a short statement of intent and head shot to 

alanwiner@356FOG.com by 

November 30, 2019
____________________________________________________

Oktoberfest and Kirk Stowers 
Memorial Trophy  

The Space Coast Region PCA will have their annual Oktoberfest BBQ/Picnic/
Concours/Swap Meet event on Saturday, Nov. 3 at Burton Smith Park on SR 520, 

west of Cocoa. FOG is formally invited and there will be a People’s Choice Event for 
all 356’s. Registration fee of $15 per person, which includes lunch, will be payable 

at the event. Contact John Reker (reker@cfl.rr.com) for additional information.
____________________________________________________

Special Thank You!
 

A special thank you to Glen Getchell for organizing the Murder Mystery Dinner  
Train Ride. It is a great contribution to the club when members get involved in  

organizing events. See “Mystery Train Ride” article with photos on page 7.

www.356FOG.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/101347046588178/
mailto:reker%40cfl.rr.com?subject=Oktoberfest
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Presidentʼs Perspective

Conflicted
by Alan Winer

I have to admit, I believe I’m suffering from separation anxiety. It’s not that 
I’m opposed to change because I’ve made many over the years. And I have 
sold a few cars in the past. We had this beautiful black Mercedes 190SL and 
it was a great looking classic but it was a reluctant driver, not an enthusiastic 
driver. Over time we began to refer to it as a “Buick with Bling” and soon it was 
gone—no remorse. But the thought of selling the ’59 Fjord Green A Coupe has 
me in a quagmire. You see, it was my first major total restoration; an eight year 
labor of love, frustration and devotion to getting it as correct as I could. But I 
have become too precious about the car, reluctant to drive it, aware of its depar-
ture from the state of perfection I had worked so hard to achieve.

Janis is a proponent of “pros & cons” lists so I tried that approach but that didn’t work for me. Depending on my mood and 
the time of day, I would stack the sides; it was not conclusive. I had spent many years torturing statistics and you can make 
anything appear to be what outcome you desire but it’s a difficult, although not impossible, task to fool yourself. The A’s 
are real pretty and I tolerate the sloppy monkey shift but I sure enjoy driving my Cabriolet and the C cars with disc brakes 
are a wonderful feature. One of the pros to sell was that there are too many cars in the shop and that’s a valid point. Some 
mornings I would work as a valet moving cars around to get one on the lift, but that can’t be a major concern. On the other 
side, a friend suggested, you got the land just build another building. But extra space requires filling and that would lead to 
perhaps another car purchase. You see how this is circular?

In my younger days I collected stamps—really who didn’t? And that was a compact endeavor in contrast to the requirements 
of cars. A few albums, a magnifying glass and some supplies. I compare that to the madness of moving my cars, machin-
ery and all the shop tools and equipment down to Florida; car transporters and two 16 foot trailers full of parts and years 
of collecting. I won’t even mention the separate air conditioned building (my adult sandbox) to house all this. I could have 
put a stamp collection in the trunk and stored it in a cabinet. But the act of putting a stamp Into a book or speeding down a 
beautiful road in a classic car is a no brainer.  

I have acquaintances (they are not dealers) that buy and sell cars on a continuous basis. I do not or cannot; I get too attached 
to the beasts. And while I have not yet taken to naming my cars, there exists a unique level of affection for each of them.
I have a tendency to be extremely impulsive and at the same time I can exhibit extreme levels of procrastination. My 
Yin-Yang is in conflict over the thought of selling the A Coupe. I’m looking for some sign—perhaps someone appearing at 
my door with a cashier’s check.

I try to be pragmatic about the cars but that’s a difficult concept unless you’re in it for investment. First it doesn’t fit into 
my usual method of doing anything and second you really have to dig deep to find a sensible practical reason for acquiring, 
restoring  and maintaining half century old cars. The reason why car people have so much in common is that they share the 
same emotional indulgence except for Corvette guys who circle a different sun. 

So I am thinking of scaling down somewhat and the ’59 Fjord Green Coupe seems to be the logical choice to go. But it 
comes with some anguish, similar but not equal to when your kids have grown up and move out on their own. The situation 
is compounded because I’m already thinking of another car I would like to acquire.

Welcome NeW members
Todd Gilbert, Tampa and Albert Carr, Apollo Beach (returning member)

Submit contact changes to Alan Winer, Membership Chair (alanwiner@356FOG.com)
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THE CALIFORNIA MILLE:
FOUR DAYS OF VINTAGE BLISS ON THE  
WEST COAST’S ULTIMATE ROAD RALLY
by Bob Bailey

Over the years, my son Cannon and I have had the great pleasure of 
doing a number of Rally’s together which is always the greatest father/
son experience. We have done the Colorado Grand with my 1960 Super 
90 Roadster and the Copperstate 1,000 with my restored 1968 Trans-Am 
911 factory lightweight race car.

I have been searching for years to find a really good 356 Porsche Speed-
ster to add to my collection. To me, the Speedster has always been the 
“Iconic” Porsche. It came together this Spring, with a connection thru 
fellow FOG member Bob Tone who used to live in Denver. Bob connect-
ed me with his longtime friend Tom Scott in Denver. Tom has the reputa-
tion as one of the top 356 Porsche restoration guys in the U.S. along 
with being a National Porsche Judge. Tom was selling a 1958 356 1600 
Speedster that he had restored ten years ago for a customer who only 
put 800 miles on the car since the restoration. The car had all the right 
stuff—matching number engine & gear box, all matching numbered body 
panels, original paint & interior colors, beautifully restored to a very high 
level. Only modifications to original was 1800cc pistons & cylinders and 
C-Type wheels & disc brakes with which I was fine.

I purchased the car in March and had it shipped directly to 
San Francisco for the start of the Mille in April. This was a 
bit of a leap of faith, having never personally seen the car or 
driven it. But based on Tom’s reputation and his going thru 
the car and driving the car for 200 miles with a complete 
shake down, I felt confident. This proved a good hunch, as 
the car ran without problems for the whole event and turned 
out to be beyond my expectations.

The Mille start at the Fairmont Hotel San Francisco
Photo by Afshin Behnia. Copyright Petrolicious.com

The Mille was first organized in 1991 by Martin Swig, a 
good friend and the ultimate car guy. The original idea was 
pretty simple: the way to wring the most enjoyment from 
vintage sports cars is to take them on spectacular drives, so 
why not gather a selection of classic cars and send them 
down a thousand miles of supreme asphalt, stopping along 
the way to enjoy the scenery, NorCal wineries and the 
company of good friends with shared interests? It gained 
traction quickly as you can imagine. Sadly, Martin passed 
away in 2012, but his wife Esta along with sons David and Howard have worked hard to keep his spirit in the event, and 
for locals and international enthusiasts alike the California Mille has upheld its status as one of the best contemporary road 
rallies on the globe.
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Drive Those Cars
by Dennis Brunotte

Our late summer results are in the books, but several 
of our drivers are about to embark on some real fall 
season mile-makers.  Dan Bird and Mark Pribanic will 
have a scenic drive returning from Rennsport. Bill, 
Debbie, and Teddy Cooper will probably meet up with 
the Rekers at the East Coast Holiday, maybe joining 
other of our FOG members planning to make the same 
trip.  Allen Peerson is just back from Colorado and The 
Ultimate Driving Tour, and John Boles made it back 
to soggy Pinehurst following the deluge that accom-
panied Hurricane Florence. Give some hutzpah to 
Dick Weiss for returning to Put-In-Bay, Ohio on Lake 
Erie and the summer festival. His car was damaged in 
a hit-and-run at that same spot just last year, but all 
is well now. These interim miles should be enhanced 
quite nicely when our drivers return from their impres-
sive trips this fall.

Allen Peerson 7166
Jim Spears 5397
Fernando Lopez 3957
Bill Cooper 3128
Dan Bird 2834
Jim Bruton 2303
George Dunn 2235
Steve Bamdas 1789
Paul Raben 1690
Glen Getchell 1686
Pete Bartelli 1675
Mark Hebb 1550
Sharon Cobb 1425
Chip Reichhart 1348
Glenn Long 1275

Dick Weiss 1176
Russ Hibbard 1014
Alex Dearborn 1011
Jerry Holderness 834
Susan Remillard 719
Volker Schneemann 687
Alan Winer 598
John Reker 575
Jim Voss 480
Denny Zamler 465
Dennis Brunotte 425
John Boles 408
Jack Kasmer 400
Karen Walker 75
Jamie Cielewich 65

(continued from page 4)

Bob and Cannon at the finish at the Golden Gate State Park

Porsche’s were well represented, with two other Speedsters 
besides ourselves. The event started at the historic Fairmont 
Hotel on Nob Hill in San Francisco which has been the host 
hotel since the event started. Cannon flew in to join me from 
Stuttgart, where he is running our Racemark floor mat opera-
tions in Europe—incidentally, we supply Porsche.

Sixty entrants, by invitation from all over the world in 
vintage cars (1958 or older) started the event, with four 
mechanics & chase vehicles following. So neat, getting to 
meet couples from as far away as Switzerland and Austra-
lia.  Not often, one gets to peer through his windshield at 
a pair of genuine Ferrari 250 Testa Rossas tearing across 
the beautifully blurred scenery. We wound our way to Lake 
Tahoe at almost 8,000 feet of elevation and of course, snow 
in the mountain passes. Then over thru the wine country and 
a spectacular drive winding down the Pacific Coast Highway 
back to San Francisco.  Trip of a lifetime and what a joy to 
drive a Speedster—it’s so light and nimble!
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Is it Original Numbers Matching?
by Karim Rahemtulla

I’ve had my 1965 356C for 
over 15 years. When I bought 
the car, it had seven coats of 
black paint from varying years. 
It came from California so 
rust was not an issue. And, the 
engine had been professional-
ly rebuilt by a now 70-year old 
Porsche wrench in San Rafael. 
The entire rebuild list was 
recorded on a CD. It also came 
with books and records dating 
back to the 70s, the COA and 
about 75% of the tool kit. The 
seller is now a very good friend 
of mine who owns several new 
and old Porsches. Of course, 
he still regrets selling me the 
one that really counts!

Since I purchased it I took the paint down to bare metal. The 
entire process was recorded. As I surmised, the rust issue 
was non-existent and there is no evidence of any accidents. 
The gaps are great and now it’s back to the original Slate 
Gray color. The only modification I have made is to change 
it to a dual master cylinder. I have every book and record 
of maintenance since purchase and beside one shifter repair, 
have only done routine maintenance. It starts every time, 
idles perfectly at around 600 rpm and has never let me down. 
It still has as much power as the first day I drove it, some 
30,000 miles ago.

Over the past few years I have had several people ask me 
about buying it–no surprise here. It’s in pristine condition. 
It’s won a couple of people’s choice awards and made a 
couple of appearances at the Winter Park Concours. Howev-
er, it’s not a trailer queen and I drive it every week. I let it get 
dirty. It’s a driver that looks like a concours car! I’ve always 
said no to the prospective buyers although I did get close one 
time when the offer was very enticing (I could have replaced 
it with a nice used Turbo S)!

On several occasions, the buyer asked me if the car was 
all original and numbers matching. I always answered the 
same way. It is all original but the numbers do not match the 
COA. While that seems confusing, it’s the right answer . . .  
supported by some research. My car’s engine has a KD 
stamp before the numbers. Puzzled by this I decided to do 
some research. 

The KD stamp is a factory stamp that designates that the 
engine is a factory rebuilt engine. I delved a little deeper and 
learned that the factory would at times replace the engine 
in the event they did not approve of the performance. From 
what I understand it was done at the factory prior to shipment. 

That was my online research. Not satisfied completely with 
that answer, I called on my friend Ray Shaffer, the Porsche 
Classic and Delivery Center Manager at the Porsche Experi-
ence Center in Atlanta, GA. 
Ray was the form GM at Brumos and someone I met when I 
sent my GT3 to Brumos to replace a coolant hose that blew 
at Roebling (Jacksonville was on the way back to Orlando 
and Brumos had a darn good service department). 

I asked Ray about the KD stamp and he said he would check 
with Jack in the restoration shop. They restore Porsches 
at the facility in Atlanta and have a wealth of information 
housed there. This is his response: “According to Jack in our 
shop, you are correct. This (the KD stamp) would indicate 
an engine that had been replaced at the factory before any 
type of delivery to the importer. This is still authentic factory 
from a build perspective.”

There you have it. Porsches can be all original but not 
numbers matching . . . an interesting riddle that may make it 
to a trivia contest at the next GOF Tech Talk!

On Park Avenue in Winter Park. The Fuchs wheels are for a sportier look and autocross. 
The original wheels are on a shelf in the garage!  
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Death on a Choo-Choo 
by Glen Getchell

A few months back, the newly formed FOG Department 
of Justice enlisted 24 of the smartest and brightest FOG 
members into the department’s even newer Railway Inves-
tigative Squad known as the “Choo Choo Sleuths.”  These 
members would be taxed with helping to catch the most 
prolific serial killer of all time. Apparently every time this 
particular train leaves the station, someone gets killed!

On Saturday, September 22, twenty-two FOG members 
started arriving at the Courtyard by Marriott in in Ft Myers 
FL (regrettably we lost two members due to an illness at 
the last minute). While at the hotel some members of the 
squad gathered for some socializing and partaking of a little 
bit of the grape powered brain juice. Upon arriving at the 
train station, the Chief Inspector of the squad (myself) orally 
expressed disappointment at seeing only one 356—my 356 
“Rudy.” Upon verbal assault on the squad, I found myself 
inundated with phone screens of pictures filled with 356 
engines laying on floors. Apparently, a high number of the 
squad members cars were in pieces being prepared for the 
East Coast Holiday. The others are lost to time in various 
restoration shops never to be seen again. And a few “wussed 
out” because of the heat (admit it, you did).

Soon the entire squad of sleuths were on board our very own 
train car. Within a short period of time, it became appar-
ent that the sleuths were having more fun than one should 
have at a murder. But hey, you only live once (admittedly an 
ironic phrase for a murder scene), and the odds were in our 
favor that the victim would not be a FOG member.

As the train pulled out of the station, a look of surprise came 
over the sleuths as if everyone had forgotten they were on a 
train. Soon the wait staff was taking our order for our five 
course meal with an entree choice of salmon, prime rib, or 
chicken cordon bleu. From what I hear, all were good choic-
es—I know my chicken was very good. 

Suddenly while waiting for our meals, a commotion erupt-
ed in the hallway between our tables. Apparently we had 
already missed the murder and now allegations were being 
thrown around by the parties involved, all of whom were 
dressed from an earlier time. Allegations and clues were 
being spewed faster than the average FOG member could 
keep track of—all the while the train car rocked back and 
forth (which added to the effects of the brain juice even for 
those who chose not to partake.) Then as fast as they arrived, 
the suspects were gone and our food arrived. 

As we finished our meals the action re-started with short 
breaks in between. During these breaks we started to use 
the information that we had gleaned from the suspects to 
deduce on our own the identity of the murderer. After dessert 
and coffee, all the sleuths handed in their written deductions 
and who they believed did the murder. Minutes later one of 
the suspects with a thick Scottish accent came back into the 
FOG car and proclaimed that we were “ALL CLUELESS” 
and gave us back our answer sheets and told us to try again. 
Completely disgraced, Chief Inspector Glen stood up and 
fired the entire squad for incompetence. On our second 
attempt, Paul Raben deduced the right answer resulting in 
a train mugging and a certificate. What’s a “train mugging” 
you ask?  It’s when you receive a coffee mug on a train. 
Ta Da! With the train back at the station we disembarked 
and walked to the parking lot where there was  STILL JUST 
ONE 356! At a FOG event! One!

I can say with all honesty that I believe that fun was had by 
all despite our combined and complete inadequacy as detec-
tives. After the next morning’s breakfast, members headed 
out on their own, and Mary and I enjoyed our two hour trip 
home  (probably more than anyone else, which by the way, 
no kidding, was surprisingly not that hot) in “Rudy” on 
“Drive your 356 Day.” Thanks to all that took part in this 
event. Your participation allowed this event to happen! Keep 
the faith!

Above: Glen and Mary Getchell with Jack and Trish Kasmer. 
Right top: Renee Hood and Stacey Rennick
Right center: Group shot with actors. 

All photos by Renee Hood
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On Sunday Sept. 9th, the St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce hosted the 16th annual Ponte Vedra Auto Show 
presented by Fields Auto Group in Nocatee. The show, 
which was open and free to spectators, featured up to 180 
classic and new collectors’ cars all vying for the show’s 
30+ trophies including a special award honoring the 70th 
Anniversary of the Porsche 356. 

Monthly Regional Meetings
One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a marvelous group of people–our 
fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we 
have developed a system of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.

Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch tours occasionally, but not on a 
fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at 
JReker@cfl.rr.com or call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month. Location varies. Contact Jim 
Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.
Northwest Florida: Meeting dates to be announced. Contact Bill Hunkapiller at bhunkapiller@yahoo.com or at 
850-694-5435 for additional information.
Southeast Florida: Southeast Florida: Our Monthly Social (Porsches & Pancakes, as we call it) is held on the first 
Saturday of every month at Nick’s 50’s Diner, 1900 Okeechobee Blvd, Unit - C9, West Palm Beach, FL 33409. 
Phone number for the restaurant is: (561) 471-3155. Contact Randy Gananathan at rdgananathan@gmail.com or 
(561) 623-9191 for more info. SE FOG Tours: Randy Gananathan is very interested in organizing tours in SE Flori-
da, exclusively for FOG members and their 356’s. Please reach out to Randy (contact info above) if you’d like to 
co-host a tour to an interesting venue.
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at First Watch Restaurant at the Publix 
Plaza located on University Parkway, just east of 1-75 (exit 213).  This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa.  
Contact Fernando Lopez at (727) 417-1120 or mk2lopez@yahoo.com

Ponte Vedra Auto Show 

Award winners were Alan Winer, Best in Show 70th Anniver-
sary Porsche, 1959 A Coupe and John Lovejoy, Florida 
Crown Region Porsche Heritage Trophy, 1959 Convertible D. 

New Name Badges

Paul Raben now has access to a machine for making 
personalized name badges with magnetic clasps. The 
badges have a new design and cost $6.00 each (includes 
shipping). To order, mail a check made out to “Florida 
Owners Group” to Paul Raben, 1200 Orange Isle, Fort 
Lauderdale, FL 33315 with your information. Check 
out the the Merchandise store on 356FOG.com for               
other FOG logo items you can purchase including shirts 
and hats. 

First and Last Name
Home Town

Porsche 356 Florida Owners Group
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FOGlight Editor
8311 C.R. 208
St. Augustine, FL 32092

FACTOID
Some C cars retained the gas fill under the hood same as the A & B cars. These were found on RHD 1964 cars. I was 
informed of this during an exchange I had with Lukas van Rooyen of South Africa. This can be seen in the photo of his 
winning car at “The 2018 Concours of the Porsche Central Club in South Africa.” — submitted by Alan Winer


