C

JUNE

2010

President’s Message

Our past president and current Membership Chair,
John Reker, won Best of Show with his 65 Cabriolet in the
people‟s choice concours at the PCA Zonefest in Mt. Dora
over Memorial Day weekend. John did much of the work
himself! Congratulations, John!

Mike Davis
The summer heat has arrived in Florida, so I hope
you put lots of miles on your 356 during the spring. Terry
and I are spending the summer in Maine to escape the
Central Florida heat; we‟ll be there by the time you read
this.

If you didn‟t already notice, there is a great article
by FOG member Buster Venable in the May/June issue of
the 356 Registry magazine. Great story, Buster!

Summer is our club‟s low-activity time of the year,
but there is one event you don‟t want to miss. It is Kirk
Stowers‟ annual BBQ and Bull Session, which will be held
on August 21st at Kirk‟s shop in Melbourne. Save the date
for now, and more information will follow by email, as well
as in the August FOGLight.

FOG Trustee and Webmeister Mark Pribanic
attended the Southern Owners Group (SOG) Bull Session in
early April. Check out the FOG website under past events
for lots of photos of this event.
Frank Hood, our Events Chair, has been busy
scouting out locations for the 2011 Gathering of the
Faithful. We should be able to announce the date and
location in the August FOGLight. We are also working on
some exciting events for the fall – stay tuned.

FOG members Bob and Connie Schmitt recently
returned from the international 356 Treffen in Leipzig,
Germany. Bob and Connie were able to borrow a 356 from
a friend to participate in the event. Their article follows.
Be sure to check out their photos on our web site.

Finally, the FOG member survey should have
reached your email in box by now. Many thanks to FOG
member Nathan DeVault and his team at Costa DeVault for
compiling and distributing the survey. Please take a few
minutes to complete the survey and submit it. I will
summarize the results in the August FOGLight.
Drive those cars!
Mike

Our Cool German Treffen
Connie Schmitt
Invitation

Our Founder ??

For a Porsche enthusiast, what is the best
invitation that you could possibly receive? For us, it was
an invitation to the International 356 Gathering in Leipzig,
Germany from our friend Wolfgang Köhler. He not only
invited us to attend, but also extended a generous offer to
use his 356 Convertible D for the event, and his 993 for
touring for the rest of our visit. It doesn‟t get better than
that!

See Page 6
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Preparation

Arriving in Germany

It‟s been a long time since my German 101 class
in college. All I really remembered was how to count,
basic greetings, and lyrics to a beer drinking song. I got a
conversational German course on CDs, and practiced for a
couple of months during my daily commute.

Days before our departure, there were more
eruptions of the volcano in Iceland. (Quick, say its name
three times, fast! – Ed) Our overseas flight was long but
fortunately uneventful. We arrived in Frankfurt at 7 A.M.
after very little sleep. The weather was grey and chilly
upon our arrival, and for most of our trip. We picked up
the 993 and drove to the hotel at Oestrich-Winkel on the
Rhine. We had planned to have a river cruise, but decided
to have a nap and adjust to the time change instead. An
old PCA friend and her husband who live in Köln met us
there. We walked to F. B. Schönleber for wine tasting of
some nice Rheingau Rieslings, and then enjoyed a fabulous
dinner together. Asparagus was in season, so most of us
enjoyed the “Spargel” menu.

I researched other touring opportunities with
books from Rick Steves, Fodor‟s, and Frommer‟s. Bob‟s
priorities were the Porsche Museum and Factory Tour in
Stuttgart. After the factory tour date was confirmed, we
were able to plan the rest of our trip.
Wolfgang helped us through our questions on the
registration process and much more. He also coached us
how driving in Germany was different than in the US. He
was on the organizing committee, so he was going to
already be in Leipzig when we arrived in Frankfurt.
Knowing Bob‟s history with Porsches, Wolfgang emailed us
that “to explain to you how to drive a Porsche means
„bringing owls to Athens.‟” Bob guessed that might be like
“bringing coal to Newcastle.” Thankfully, Google helped
me understand both of these expressions!

The next day was a Federal holiday to celebrate
the Father‟s Day tradition.
The German Father's Day
(Vatertag) is always celebrated on Ascension Day, forty
days after Easter, and always on a Thursday. Traditionally
men pull wagons with beer. Although we didn‟t see any
men pulling beer wagons, I‟m guessing they were not
driving, since traffic on the autobahns was light. Much of
the drive was scenic, with brilliant yellow fields of rapeseed
and several castles positioned strategically on the tops of
hills.

We bought a new map of Germany, and Bob
replaced our Garmin GPS with one that also had European
maps. We marked our destinations on the map, and
entered addresses into the Garmin. Our passports were
still valid, so we were all set to go.

Leipzig
Porsche
Factory

Photo by
Connie Schmitt
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Arriving in Leipzig

Friday at Porsche Werk Leipzig

It was late afternoon when we arrived at the
Ramada Hotel Leipzig. As we drove into the parking lot, a
greeter recognized the car and directed us to a special
parking spot. We quickly connected with Wolfgang, who
was thrilled to see his car arrive safely. He showed us his
beautiful silver Convertible D and we traded keys for the
weekend.

After breakfast with extensive choices of cheeses,
meats, eggs, breads, fruit, yogurt, coffee, and juices, Team
Schmitt was ready for the day. We bundled up again and
drove to Porsche Werk Leipzig. On our approach, we saw
the Customer Center, the most prominent building, shaped
like a diamond.

After checking into the hotel, we found the event
registration table where we were given our “Team Schmitt”
goodie bag with an event grill badge, maroon coveralls to
fit Bob, and lots of other “goodies,” including an umbrella,
which really came in handy.
Next was the Welcome Party.
For the
International meetings, English is the common language.
This made it easy for those of us from the U.S. Beer was
on tap, and people were friendly. We hoped to see our old
1955 Speedster that went to Germany several years ago,
but it wasn‟t there. There were about 200 356s and 450
people. We learned at dinner that there were 11 “teams”
from the U.S., including some folks we already knew. The
356 bond really makes the world small.

Check out the photo below on our web site. It has the uncanny
feel of a 1940’s hand-tinted postcard. – Ed.

Photo by Connie Schmitt

Driving tour into Altstadt Freyburg
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Our first activity was the track tour. We had read
that the 3.7-kilometer test track at the Porsche Leipzig
plant was designed with a composite of ten legendary
curves of world famous race tracks: S Suzuka, (Sebring),
Loews (Monaco), Victoria Turn (Rio), Mobil 1 S
(Nürburgring), Curve di Lesmo (Monza), Bus Stop (Spa),
Suntory Corner (Shikuoka), Laguna Seca (Monterey) and
Parabolica (Monza).

wistfully recalled the long-gone “made from hand” days of
Porsche.
We toured the rest of the Customer Center in
Porsche Leipzig, and as we got into our car to go back to
the hotel, it started to rain.
For the evening, we were bussed from the hotel
to Leipzig city center. We were told that the return buses
would start at 11 P.M. That‟s past my normal bedtime! An
organ concert at the St. Nicholas Church (Nikolaikirche)
had been arranged for us. This church has long been
famous in Leipzig, from 18th century performances by
Johann Sebastian Bach, to 1989 when it was the center of
peaceful revolt against Communist rule with the Monday
Demonstrations.

Surprisingly, there were no helmet requirements,
and no limits on the driving. This never would have
happened at a Registry event in the U.S. Driving was
spirited, but with everyone, common sense prevailed. We
could have stayed on the track longer but came in after
just a couple of laps. A link to an 8 minute video of our
run group (with about 3 minutes of our car) was posted to
the
356Talk
Forum:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzfCgiRzlsw

Our dinner was at the Auerbach Cellar (Auerbachs
Keller), the most famous tavern in eastern Germany. The
tavern dates to 1530, and is where Goethe staged the
debate between Faust and Mephistopheles. After our
dinner, there was a live performance in German, reenacting this debate. We sat with a delightful young
Italian couple, Michele and Chiara. The evening flew by,
and we rushed to get the last bus back to the hotel.

Next, I did the off-road driving with Cayenne cars.
Hermann and Annemarie Maraun from Stuttgart were my
driving partners and all of the cars in our group were
connected with the instructor via radio. Hermann drove
first. With each challenge, Annemarie and I both held our
breath and then laughed when we got through it. When it
was my turn to drive, we had more laughs.

Saturday Touristic Rally

I found Bob in time for the English Porsche factory
guided tour. Porsche Werk Leipzig produces Cayenne and
Panamera cars. The tour guide emphasized the Lean
Manufacturing processes that are based on the Toyota
Production System. From my many years at Black &
Decker, I love to see manufacturing processes. Bob

Team Schmitt was ready again after another
bountiful breakfast for the Touristic Rally. This covered
some of the most interesting and beautiful roads, including
the wine area of Saale-Unstrut. Route instructions were
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very clearly written with the objective of guiding us
through the course with absolutely no tricks. At the start,
we were also handed a list of questions to answer before
the lunch break. I found the right balance of navigating,
enjoying the sights, taking pictures, and asking the
questions along the way. The questions were impossible to
answer without outside help. An iPhone would have really
helped us with questions such as “How many members are
in the 356 Club of Cuba?” The questions were all off the
wall and equally hilarious.

Saturday Night Gala Dinner
The final evening‟s Gala dinner at Ramada Hotel
Leipzig was fun. Men were in their “lounge suits,” and
Olga, a Russian fashion designer, was the best dressed
woman for not only that evening but the entire weekend.
At our table were Joe and Karen Johnson, Stanley Gold, Del
Johnston, Martin Wilhelm and Monica Herodek with young
daughter Felicity (with whom I was able to speak in
German).

Our first stop was the Monument to the Battle of
the Nations (Völkerschlachtdenkmal), one of Leipzig's main
landmarks.
Next, we stopped at "Gustav-AdolfGedenkstatte," a memorial site to commemorate King
Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden, who was killed in the battle
of Lützen.

And More
Sunday morning was the end of the meeting. We
exchanged keys again with Wolfgang, and said farewell.
We spent a day in Dresden, and stopped on our way to
Stuttgart at Rothenburg ob der Tauber (thank you Rick
Steves). This medieval walled city was our only stop along
the Romantic Road, and was a nice way to break up a long
drive. Panic struck when we left Rothenburg and our
Garmin stopped working. My navigation to Stuttgart was
based on the paper map, just like the old days.
Interestingly, the Garmin started working the next day and
still is working.

We only got off-course once, when missing the
turn to the winery in Altstadt Freyburg, when we followed
Michael Eatough and his friend Neal in their Super 90 Cab.
At the time, I was taking pictures more than navigating.
After reaching a dead-end, we turned around and found
our Mittagspause lunch destination at Rotkäppchen Sekt.
After lunch, we took a guided winery tours where we
learned that the Rotkäppchen (Little Red Riding Hood)
wine cellar first opened in Freyburg an der Unstrut, in
1856, and produces sparkling wine. We finally moved on
to our cars and continued the rest of the tour, mostly in the
rain.
The rally continued via Naumburg towards
Dornburger Castles for coffee and cake at the Ratskeller.

For car enthusiasts, we highly recommend the
Abacco hotel in Stuttgart. We stayed on the Le Mans floor,
which was decorated with a Porsche theme. The Paddock
Club Bistro included Porsche and Mercedes racing
memorabilia and photos. We spent a fabulous day in the
Porsche Museum, the Zuffenhausen Factory Tour with
English audio-guide, and the Mercedes-Benz Museum. On
our way to Wolfgang‟s house, we toured the Auto &
Technik Museum Sinsheim and Hockenheim museum. We
arrived at Wolfgang‟s house and sadly returned the 993
and keys. He gave us a tour of Frankfurt, and we enjoyed
dinner (with spargel for me again) and a view of the Opera
House.
This was a perfect end to our Porsche Treffen.
Team Schmitt had a very cool trip – cool weather, cool
cars, and cool people!

Visit Our Website
www.356fog.com
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Gary Resnick of Boynton Beach has volunteered to
stage the event for the Gold Coast. Contact him at
GARYR356@aol.com for details.

Boondoggle to JB Boondocks
John Reker

If you want to stage the event for your area,
contact
events
Chair
Frank
Hood
at
fhood@tampabay.rr.com
or (941) 737-1431 for
coordination purposes

The spring driving season was nearing an end, so
the Central Florida folks scheduled one last Drive and Dine
on May 23, before the summer. We decided to do the
same itinerary that we did on DY356 Day last fall. We met
at a local mall area, and, as always, we attracted kibitzers.
The first one pulled up near my 65 Cab and asked what
color it was. He was restoring a Triumph Spitfire and really
liked the Champagne Yellow of my recently restored car. I
told him to contact BASF, as they had the formula. A
second person walked over and started chatting. He had
been a 356 restorer earlier in his career and said if we
needed any electrical help to give him a call. He allowed
as how he made up wiring harnesses from scratch. But on
to the tour…

Drive Those Cars Contest
John Reker
The driving is picking up. We have ten people with
over 1000 miles. One of the fun things about requesting
each member to send in their mileage is the comments I
get back from people who have not been able to report any
miles or are temporarily grounded. Here is a sample:
“1959 356A Coupe still in pieces. Maybe next year.”
“Hoping to drive to Nashville this weekend, but I have a
shifter bushing that needs replacing”

We had a pleasant hour and a quarter drive out to
Lake County, including climbing to the second highest point
in Florida. The weather was not very humid, and with the
breeze off the lake by the restaurant, we decided to eat
out on the deck of the restaurant and enjoy the lakeside
venue. Five cars had done the tour, but more joined us at
the restaurant. New members Jack and Gayle Parrish live
right near the restaurant and drove their newly acquired
twin grille roadster. Mike and Debbie Owen also joined us
with new grandson Riley. As usual there was plenty to
catch up on among the members and we declared it
another successful tour.

“Unfortunately drove about 10 miles before I blew an oil
cooler and still have not had time to fix it”
Here are the current standings for everyone with over 500
miles:
Jack Kasmer
Mark Pribanic
John Knight
Glen Getchell
John King
Paul Odegaard
Frank Hood
John Reker
Glenn Long
Jerry Mitchell
Mark Koorland
Kacy Curry
Mike Davis

Sunday, September 19:
Drive Your 356 Day
Rich Williams
Dyed-in-the wool 356 types are well familiar with
the fact that for all the 356‟s debt to the genius and ideas
of Ferdinand Porsche, our car was basically Ferry‟s idea.
He was the actual driving force behind its creation.
After several years of scheduling on an ad hoc
basis, the Registry Trustees several years ago
institutionalized the date for Drive Your 356 Day
(DY356Day) on the third Sunday of September, which
more or less coincides with Ferry Porsche‟s birthday,
September 19. (Ferdinand‟s birthday is September 3.)
This year, the third Sunday actually coincides with Ferry‟s
Birthday.
Here in Florida, September is way too hot for an
extended drive by any but those who are still trying to
prove that they are still as tough as they were when they
were 30, and FOG has long observed DY356 Day on a
regional basis, each event drawing mainly from about an
hour‟s drive radius.
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Sebring
Neptune Beach
Atlanta, GA
Seminole
Clearwater
Jupiter
St. Petersburg
Winter Park
Dunnellon
North Palm Beach
St. Petersburg
Tampa
Orlando

4686
3106
3004
2361
1944
1800
1764
1301
1212
1023
741
689
542

Coming Events

Membership Report
John Reker

June 12 - Charity Concours at Bert Smith Porsche in St.
Petersburg. Entrants in the concours are asked to donate
$20 to the Ronald McDonald House. Cars should be in
place by 8:30 AM for judging to begin at 9 AM. Rally
School will begin at 10:30 A.M. at the dealership, followed
immediately with a Rookie Rally. $15 for Rally and Lunch.
Socializing and awards for the Concours and Rally
immediately following at Ft. DeSoto. For more information
call (813) 681-5378.

We inched up by one new member since last report.
Please welcome:
Jack and Gayle Parrish. They live in Mt. Dora and Jack
just took delivery of a 1962 B twin grille Roadster 1600S.
They can be reached at (352) 735-4650.

August 21 - Annual Stowers 356 BBQ and Bull Session;
Melbourne, FL. Arrive at 10 AM, lunch served at noon.
Details to follow

German Parts Source
Bob Schmitt

September 11 - Bugs in the Hangar III: VW, Porsche and
Audi Show; New Smyrna Beach Airport, 9 AM to 2 PM. For
more information call (386) 690-8557 or visit
www.timelesswingsandwheels.com

I had not heard of this source prior to finding it on a
GOOGLE search. I ordered 911 headlight parts on 5/21
receiving the parts on 5/25 in the original Bosch boxes.
They offer parts for many German cars. Their prices are
very good. They also list 356 parts, although I have not
bought
any
from
them.

September 19 – Drive Your 356 Day. Keep the date
open.
Gary Resnick is organizing the Gold Coast
festivities. Contact him at GARYR356@aol.com

http://www.europartsdirect.com/
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CLASSIFIED

anything with a motor. I saw some beautiful 356s in his
shop, along with some barn finds. Many times he would
tell us what was wrong with our tubs and walk us through
a fix that wasn't in the factory manual. Dave was the kind
of person who liked to talk about Porsches and racing and
stupid things that owners did to their cars. Once when I
was in the shop a late model Porsche owner (not one of
us!) brought in a shop manual and proceeded to tell Dave
how to do some complicated repair. He just smiled and
gently said, "Why do you need me to do this? It sounds
pretty easy." We Porsche people read everything and are
eccentric about our cars, and distrust most mechanics,
almost like leaving our children with a new sitter.

Personal classified ads are free to FOG members
and members of other regional 356 clubs.
Commercial classifieds: contact editor for ad rates.
We will run the ad as many times as you wish, but
you must request each renewal. Otherwise, we will
assume the item has been sold.
912 Engine. 1966 Complete and running. Everything from
clutch to exhaust, Engine #744764. $3500.obo Also Five
-speed trans. from 912. $650. Set of 356A cylinder heads,
.completely redone w/ new valves,guides, Multi-angle valve
job, Resufaced $650 the pair Joe Veglucci
joeveg356@yahoo.com, Phone (407) 282 6130.

Dave began fixing imports in the 60s with Dave
White, and built many racecars that successfully competed
at Sebring. He leaves behind his wonderful wife Sherry,
two daughters and two sons. Dave, my friend, you made
this world a better place and we will miss you and your
shop on Florida Avenue.

Wanted Driver Condition: Aero or vintage Bullit
mirrors, Reutter luggage rack. ,Euro gauges. VDM or
Les Leston wood steering wheel. "A" bumpers, style
racing seat belts. Coupe rollbar, Fuel cell. Fiberglass
hood, doors and decklid . Up fixing der Vintage,
Round fog lights. Euro headlights. Late "A" front
wedge turn signal housings. T-1 door/window
handles. "A" window frames/glass. Sunroof parts,
Vintage Registry and or other badges. Old hook-type
recing seat belts. Outlaw Porsche 356 on a budget.
Any parts or project cars? Let me know what you
have. For sale or trade: Nice set of black leather seats
from a 1985 911, asking 1500.00 Robert Malke (727)
541-1741.

The FOGLight
is the official publication of the Porsche 356 Florida Owners Group
(FOG). It is published in even-numbered months.

Officers
Mike Davis
President
mdtd93@bellsouth.net
P.O. Box 4930
Orlando, FL 32802

62 Super 90 Cabriolet. Ivory, Red Leather Interior.
Matching Numbers. Full European model – gauges, heater,
lights, etc., w/ German Log Book.
Very strong,
documented, bare-metal restoration (work photos
available).
Looks and drives as new.
Super rare
Identiplate. Needs nothing. $78,000. Nowhere will you
find more for less. Interesting trades considered. Jeffrey
Fellman. (941) 321-9389 or pmotion@acun.com.

Mark Koorland
Trustee & Vice-President
koorland@stpt.usf.edu
Karim Rahemtulla
Trustee and Treasurer
(407) 622-1896
Kr32789@gmail.com
Mark Pribanic
Trustee & Webmeister
Pribanic356@yahoo.com
1901 Strickland Road
Neptune Beach, FL 32266
Mobile: (904) 434.5818

65 C Cabriolet. Vin #162020. Champagne w/ black top
& black leather interior. During my ownership (15 years):
Transaxle restored, New brakes, Tires, Shoulder belts.
Weber carbs. Repaint 40 years ago. Otherwise, very
original and unmolested. Interesting history.
111K
original miles. Great Driver. Located in Palm Harbor.
Barry (513) 379-3747 for details and pix or see pix on FOG
web site.

Frank Hood
Trustee & Events Chair
fhood@tampabay.rr.com
St. Petersburg, Florida

RIP: Dave Panaccione

John Reker
Secretary & Membership Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com
1660 Joeline Court
Winter Park, FL 32789

Mike McNabb

Dave Panaccione, the owner of Specialty
Imports in Tampa, died on April 25.

Rich Williams
Newsletter Editor
Rich356fog@earthlink.net

Dave was a renowned Porsche mechanic as
well as an IMSA racer, and many 356 owners in the Tampa
Bay area had their prized cars fixed by Dave. I think he
regarded the 356 as a baby toy, preferring the 911 for
speed, but he had a wealth of knowledge and could fix
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FOG Grille Badge Order Form
Name:
Number of badges desired @ $35.00 each

$

Shipping: $4.95 per badge for Continental U.S.*
Total

$

Please send my badge(s) to:
The address on my check
The following address:
E-mail address in case we need to contact you:
Please mail this order form along with your check payable to Florida
Owners Group to the following address:
Mike Davis
P. O. Box 4930
Orlando, FL 32802-4930
Questions? Call or e-mail Mike Davis:
407-425-9789
mtdavis1951@gmail.com
Mounting hardware is included.
*For shipping outside the Continental U.S., contact us at the e-mail address above.
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Boondock Boondoggle: The Usual Suspects

Photo by Jan Reker

FOG Regalia
We still have a good supply of FOG polo shirts and
caps from the folks who brought us those cool FOG name
badges.
Caps are ”stone” (khaki) color and have an
adaptation of the FOG logo. One size fits all. $11.50, plus
tax and shipping. (Editor‟s Note: I bought one at the
Tampa Bay Auto Museum Tour, and they are VERY nice. I
find myself wearing it in preference to all my other caps
and am considering getting another one while the “good
ones” are still available.)
Shirt default color is royal blue, with the club logo
embroidered above the pocket position (no actual pocket).
Other colors available (see web site) Separate men‟s and
ladies‟ sizes. Cost is a reasonable $23.50, plus tax and
shipping.
Check them out at the www.356fog.com and click
“Goodie Store”. Other apparel items from the same
manufacturer are available with the FOG logo, as well.
Order everything at once to save shipping. Don‟t forget to
order your FOG name badge while you‟re at it.

The Schmitts’ Leipzig Loaner
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Photo by Connie Schmitt

The FOGLight
c/o Rich Williams
4570 47th Street
Sarasota, Florida 34235-3603
FIRST CLASS MAIL

Exclusive Spy Photos of 2011 Porsches! See Inside.

Photo by: Our Hidden Camera
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