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President’s Message

Although the East Coast Holiday is in September,
it is sold out already. I sent out an email to find out who
will be attending from FOG and found a substantial
contingent. Here are the responses so far:

It is with great pleasure that the Trustees
announce the appointment of Mark Pribanic to be a
Trustee, filling out the term of Richard Hall. Mark lives in
the Jacksonville area and is very active among the
breakfast group there. He has participated in and written
fine articles about many FOG events. See his brief “bio”
and some pictures in this issue.

Bob Dewey
Jim McIlwain
Stan Pfost
Mike Owen
John Reker
Susann Miller
Sid Wilde
Michael Branning
Marc Woontner
Tom Holzer
Mike Davis
Tom Pletcher
Jim Kirkhuff
Dick Weiss
George Dunn

As we were going to press on the last issue we
had the very successful visit to Darrell Davis Car Collection,
followed by a driving tour, and then a cookout at Mike and
Debbie Owen‟s home. Many thanks to Mike and Debbie for
organizing and hosting this great get together. See event
article in this issue.
I just received my August issue of Excellence
magazine. On page 68 there is a nice article about one of
our member families, the McDermaids, and their 1958
Speedster. There is also another 356 article in the issue.
In fact, I have been impressed with Excellence lately in
that they average one 356 article per issue – all well done.

Melbourne
Tampa
Winter Park
Longwood
Winter Park
Naples
Ft. Lauderdale & NH
Gilbert, SC
Naples
St. Petersburg
Orlando
Auburndale
Largo
Cincinnati, OH
Fayetteville, GA

That is all for now.
Drive those cars - John

Four
members, Harry Bopp, Mike Davis
(Orlando), Sid Wilde and George Dunn are going to the
West Coast Holiday in June so we will look for a story in
the next issue.

Darrell Davis Collection
By Glen Getchell
At the end of March, FOG members gathered in
Sanford Florida for a rare opportunity to view a private
collection & facility owned by Darrell Davis. Darrell Davis
for those who did not attend, is a good friend of FOG
member and Trustee Mike Owen. Darrell is a retired V.P.
of Chrysler, a former Technical Director for the NHRA and
was involved in building & racing Chrysler products. So
you can see, he is a true car guy. Over the years, his
collection has been shown and has won numerous awards
at such venues as Pebble Beach, Meadowbrook, and
Ameilia Island.

Two of Darrell Davis's
Photo by Connie Schmitt

Four

54

Currently Darrell‟s collection includes two 1963
Plymouth Sport Furys (with Max Wedge Super Stock
Option), two „57 Fuelie Corvettes, a „57 Fuelie Convertible
Chevy, as well as one of the earliest Plymouths made, a
1928 model, parked next to the very last Plymouth built, a

Plymouths
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Darrell Davis (Center) - Photo by Connie Schmitt
Hero-like thighs for many who viewed them. For those
who did not see these bikes, I‟m talking about the stylish,
single-speed, sheet metal adorned coaster brake monsters
that were known for their road-hugging weight. The kind
of bike that, combined with one of those front wheel-driven
headlight generators, would bring even the great Lance
Armstrong to his knees on a flat surface.

2001 Neon. These two cars are in a walled off section of
his facility meant to resemble an early Plymouth dealership.
In addition Darrell currently has four near-perfect 1954
Plymouth Belvederes. These four cars represent each of
the available body styles and color schemes for that year.
The cars hold a special place in Darrell‟s heart, as he
learned to drive in a „54 Belvedere. While these „54‟s are
beyond impressive in their restored condition, it does not
escape their owner that these cars are not generally
considered “collectable.” In fact, Darrell joked that a friend
once said that Darrell was the President of the „54
Plymouth club and that only one copy of the club‟s
newsletter would be printed, and that Darrell would then
mail it to himself.

Currently Darrell has no Porsches. His last, a „61
Cabriolet, now resides in Mike Owen‟s garage. However, a
close relative, a „69 VW bug, which Darrell‟s wife bought
new, has been restored to perfection and now sits behind
glass walls.
Looking at Darrell‟s cars is like viewing a mini

concours d‟elegance. These cars are spectacularly perfect.

In addition to these nearly perfect automotive
examples, Darrell‟s facility is designed to bring back
memories, not just provide car storage. The facility is
segregated into areas, such as the early dealership
previously mentioned, an area designed to replicate his
father‟s Esso Station in Sharon, PA, in the early „50‟s, an
office, a trophy room which includes many awards from top
concours events around the country, a collection of over
1,000 Danbury & Franklin Mint scale models, and my
favorite, the Ferrari room. While no real Ferraris reside
there, it is apparent that Darrell has an affinity for this
marque. He proudly displays numerous window stickers
which accompany the pictures of Ferraris he once owned.
On the second floor there is a collection of „50‟s era
bicycles. While these bikes mostly pre-date me, I‟m sure
that they brought back youthful memories of former Super

Now, as a driver, I can appreciate such cars, but admit that
I don‟t totally understand them. As I crawled (literally)
around the „57 Corvette trying to view every perfectly clean
nook & cranny, top and bottom, it suddenly occurred to me
how much I wanted to grab the keys and light up its skinny
bias-ply whitewall tires and start the enjoyable multi-year
process of driving the car into the ground. Of course,
these years could also be used to start saving up for the
car‟s next 100-point restoration. Luckily for both Darrell
and me, I have enough self-control to not even touch
someone else's car, let alone swipe the keys.
As we left Darrell‟s facility, FOG lined up the
numerous 356s for a drive to Mike Owen‟s beautiful home
for a wonderful catered lunch. While most brought a 356,
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The Refreshments Were Good, Too
there were a few who drove lesser machines. One in
particular comes to mind. It was some funny looking,
yellow, Italian “economy” thing with some sort of prancing
horse on the side (Hmmm, where have I seen that horse
before?). The excuse the owner had for bringing such a
pedestrian piece to our parade of beautiful vintage
Porsches was that all his 356‟s were broken. Yah! Right!
You know who you are. And we know that you know that
the reason why you did not bring a 356 is that you were
one of few of us who were smart enough to bring a car
with A/C. (As we certainly got a taste of summer later in
the day.)

Photo by Connie Schmitt
Soon, we were all off in our 356‟s (at least most of
us) for our drives home. Regrettably, some of us drove
right into Orlando‟s heavy traffic, which was made so much
more enjoyable by the smoking hot summer-like heat and
humidity. But even this less-than-enjoyable drive home
could not dampen the fun I am sure was had by all.
Many thanks to Darrell Davis for sharing his
collection with us, and to Mike and Debbie Owen for setting
up this fantastic event and opening their home to the club.

As we all got our fill of food and fun conversation
at the Owen‟s magnificent abode, Mike was happy to show
his four car split garage filled with three Porsches (Two
356‟s and a 911) and one Civic Hybrid. We all tried to
ignore the Civic, despite what I‟m sure was every
attendee‟s current desire to own it every time we stop at
the pump.

To see these pictures in full
color, go to

www.356fog.com

As the event wound down we all thanked Mike
and his wife Debbie for a spectacular event and headed to
our cars with some of us quietly cursing Mike for his
perfectly clean garage floors. Ok it was just me cursing
him. But really, how do you keep floors that clean? It‟s
just not natural!
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Hi, Y’all!

Membership Report

By Mark Pribanic

by John Reker

I am proud to represent the Florida Owners Group
as a new Trustee. I joined FOG in 2004 after I met some
members at the Rennsport Reunion II. I acquired my 1958
coupe in 1999 from a retired school teacher in Jacksonville.
My primary reason for buying the 356 was to enjoy driving
it. As you all know, that is the best part of owning a 356.
At the time I bought it, I really didn‟t know how to turn a
wrench, but over the years of driving it, I have learned
from books, friends, and trial and error how to repair and
maintain the coupe. My wife, McCall, and I have a three
month old little girl named Winnifred (Winn), a black Lab
named Bonnie Blue, and a cat named Wink. There‟s a
good chance you will see or have seen us at a FOG event,
356 Registry event, road race (HSR< Sebring, Roebling
Road, the Rolex 24 Hour race, Petit LeMans, or the Brumos
250) and PCA events throughout Northeast Florida. We
currently live in Neptune Beach (Jacksonville area).
events.

It is either feast or famine. Last issue we had
eleven new members. This issue, for the first time since I
have been Membership Chair, we had no new members.
So please put on your recruiting hat and flag down some
356‟s and sign them up. Note the article in this issue about
obtaining a Club Card so you can leave your calling card on
a 356 windshield or give it out at car meets. Direct them to
our website for an application, or send them a copy of the
application from the FOGlight.

I look forward to meeting you at future FOG
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Mille Miglis 2008

Photo by Terry Davis

A Religious Experience in Italy

For the next forty minutes we were in awe of the
amazing machines that passed in front of us. Fortunately,
my wife, Terry, was toting her camera and was able to
take over two hundred photos. We missed the first few
cars, but we did see several 356‟s as well as four 550
Spyders.

by Mike Davis (Orlando)
In the summer of 2001 my family was on vacation
in Italy. We were touring the Vatican museum with a tour
guide and, when we were approaching St. Peter‟s basilica,
our tour guide said that something was different with the
way the crowds were being directed. After he talked to the
security folks, he came back to us to explain that Pope
John Paul II was coming in a few minutes and asked if we
wanted to stay. The expression “is the Pope Catholic?”
came to mind and we did, indeed, stay and were able to
see the Pope within about three feet as he went down the
main aisle of St. Peter‟s.

For those of you who are not familiar with this
event, it was originally a 1000 mile race staged from 1927
through 1957. It started and ended in the town of Brescia,
and went through Verona, Ferrara, Ravenna, Urbino, Assisi,
Siena, Florence and Bologna. In 1955 Stirling Moss set a
record for the race in a Mercedes-Benz 300 SLR,
completing the 992-mile course in just over ten hours.
Second place went to Juan Manuel Fangio, the five-time
Formula One champion.

Bear with me, there is a story related to Porsche
356‟s coming. Fast forward to May of 2008, again on
vacation in Italy. Yes, we did visit the Vatican again, but
no Pope this time. I did, however, have what some of us
car nuts would consider to be a religious experience.

The race was cancelled in 1957 after a Ferrari
blew a tire and killed two drivers and eleven spectators,
including five children, in the village of Guidizzolo. The
Ferrari team was accused of negligence for not changing
tires, and Enzo Ferrari was put on trial, but acquitted.

We were touring the town of Siena on May 17.
We had just finished lunch and were walking toward the
main piazza when I heard the sound of automobile
engines. When I asked our tour guide what that was, she
replied that it was some sort of historical car rally. Could it
be the Mille Miglia? Yes, that‟s it, she replied! She then
asked if we would like to take a look at the cars as they
paraded through town. (See above response about the
Pope being Catholic.)

In 1977 the event was reinstated, but as more of
a tour, with a speed limit of 50 km per hour. Now officially
named 1000 Miglia, the 2008 rally included 375 entrants
(about 40 of them American), selected from 1,800
applicants by a point system based on age and
authenticity. All cars must be from the time period of the
original race. So all you lucky devils with pre-1958 cars get
your applications in for 2009!
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Photo by Terry Davis

Mille Miglia 2008
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The Florida Owners Group Club Card!
by Mark Pribanic
The Florida Owners Group club card is a
double sided business card that allows you to share
your personal contact information with other 356er’s.
I keep my club cards in the glove box of my coupe
and a couple in my wallet just in case I need to swap
my contact information with another 356er. These are
handy at FOG events, 356 Registry events, road
races, car shows, car cruises, and anything else
involving your 356.
The front is in full color, with your name,
address, home & cell phone number’s and email (for
privacy, information can be added or subtracted as
you desire). The back side of the card is black and
white & has lines in which you can write notes,
contact information or directions to that barn-find 356
you’ve been dreaming about.

Drive Those Cars Contest

I am the point of contact for getting your club
cards ‘set up’ for printing. Send me your contact
information, and I will make sure your cards are
printed at your local OfficeMax store, or if you prefer,
shipped to your house. The cards are printed
digitally on white 80# card stock in any city in which
there is an OfficeMax. There are no minimums
required. If you only want 10 cards you can get 10. If
you want 50 or more we can do that too. For those
without an OfficeMax store nearby, I can have your
cards shipped UPS to your home. In most cases the
club cards can be printed and picked up on the same
day! Payment to OfficeMax would be made by cash,
check or credit card Depending on quantity, the cost
will run you $5-10. Shipping is extra.

By John Reker
Not only are people racking up substantial miles
for this far into the contest, but the standings are sure
moving around. It is hard to stay on top for more than one
report. Here are the latest results.
Sid Wilde

Ft. Lauderdale

Glen Getchell
Seminole
Roger Ousley
Melbourne
Mark Pribanic
Neptune Beach
John Reker
Winter Park
Jack Kasmer
Sebring
Rich Williams
Sarasota
Arnie Fried
Ft. Lauderdale
Frank Hood
St. Petersburg
Karim Rahemtulla Winter Park

I look forward to hearing from you in the near future!

6518
4559
3838
2625
1902
1693
1651
1579
1567
1200

There are seven months left in the contest, so
keep driving. It is how you finish, not how you do along
the way!

Please see the template for my contact information:
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The FOGLight

F.O.G. Grille Badge

is the official publication of the Porsche 356 Florida
Owners Group (FOG). It is published in evennumbered months.
Officers
President, Membership Chairman & Trustee
John Reker
1660 Joeline Ct.
Winter Park, FL 32789
(407) 629-0248
Jreker@cfl.rr.com
Vice President, Events Chairman & Trustee
Mike Owen
(407) 862-2875
michael owen@cfl.rr.com
Trustee
Glen Getchell
(727) 393-5559
Drivea356@knology.net

Mounting hardware included.
F.O.G. pays the shipping in Continental
U.S.!

Treasurer, Trustee & Webmeister
Mike Davis
(407) 425-9789
Mdtd93@bellsouth.net

To see the badge in color, go to
www.356fog.com

Trustee
Mark Pribanic
(904) 434-5818
Pribanic356@yahoo.com

$35.00 each
Please send check payable to Florida
Owners Group to:
Mike Davis
P.O. Box 4930
Orlando, FL 32802-4930

Secretary
Jerry Mitchell
(561) 626-8134
jr.mitchell@comcast.net

Questions? Call or email Mike Davis:
(407) 425-9789 or email
<mdtd93@bellsouth.net>

Newsletter Editor
Rich Williams
(941) 355-4856
Rich356fog @earthlink.net
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Monthly Breakfasts and Tours

CLASSIFIED

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the
opportunity to meet and socialize with a truly marvelous
group of people, our fellow 356 owners. Since the long
distances in Florida make it difficult for many members to
attend statewide events, we are developing a system of
local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members
in touch with each other.

Classified ads are free to FOG members and members of
other regional 356 clubs. Submit your ads to the publisher.
We will run the ad as many times as you wish, but
you must request each renewal. Otherwise, we will
assume the item has been sold.
Dual-Circuit Master Cylinder Kit. Bolts in place of the
original. $120 plus shipping. Mike McNabb (813) 254-1589

Sarasota: Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at
First Watch Restaurant at the Publix Plaza on University
Parkway, just east of I-75 (Exit 213). This draws FOGgies
from Naples to Tampa. For info call Rich Williams (941)
355-4856.

28 mm Zenith Carburetors. Remanufactured to
as-new condition. Jetted to “C” specs, but will work
perfectly in any engine with a big bore kit and 912 or
SC type cam. Functionally perfect and cosmetically
beautiful.
For
complete
description,
see
www.ClassicoWheels.com/rebuiltZeniths
$895 a pair – no core, no wait. Jeffrey Fellman (941)

Central Florida: Lunch tours more or less monthly, but
not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice of these, send
an email to Dave Shirk at DShirk50@aol.com or call him at
(407) 851-5690.

321-9389.

Jacksonville Area: First Saturday of the month at the
Holiday Inn at Orange Park, I-295 and U.S. 15, October
through May. Call John Meigs for information (904) 5014346.

356 Metal Work- Quality metal replacement on all 356‟s.
Metalwork, chassis repair, rust removal, new panels, “lead”
replacement. 40 years of restoration experience. Visit
www.356metalwork.com Seeing is believing, that‟s my
Convertible “D” ! email Miamiair@aol.com

Hosts Wanted
As you can see, the local events now in being
leave much of the state unserved. We are looking for a
few good FOGgies to host meetings in their local areas. All
you need to do is pick a time and a place. The club will
provide you with a set of mailing labels for sending out
notices, reimburse you for postage, and will also post it on
the web site and in the FOGLight.

COMING EVENTS
For additional non FOG events that may be of interest visit
our website at www.356fog.com
June 18-22
August 17

West Coast Holiday, Lake Tahoe, NV
FOG- Stowers 356 Annual Barbeque
Melbourne

Sept. 4-7

East Coast Holiday, Lancaster, PA

Sept. 21

FOG- Drive Your 356 Day
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Don & Marge Lykins
Photo by Connie Schmitt

Darrell Davis’s Bike Shop
Photo by Connie Schmitt

Jack & Janet Fitch
Photo by Connie Schmitt
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Jack Kasmer’s Speedster

Photo by Connie Schmitt

Bob Schmitt

Photo by Connie Schmitt

Porsche 356 Florida Owners Group - New Member Information
Name:_________________________________Spouse/Affiliate____________________
Address:____________________________City/St./Zip___________________________
Telephone-Home________________Work________________Cell_________________
Email: __________________________________________

Typ. 356’s Currently Owned (ownership not required for membership)
Year/Model
Chassis No. Body Style
(1961 356 B)
(Coupe,Cab)

Engine Type
(1600 S)

Comments/History

Areas of interest/expertise:_______________________________________________
Would you be willing to host an event (with Club assistance)?__________________
Ideas for Events:________________________________________________________
I can help the Club with:_________________________________________________
May we release your name, city, telephone number to
other members in our annual FOG register: Yes______ No_______
Membership is $20 per year and you can pay for up to three years. Please send this card with payment to
the Membership Chairman: John Reker, 1660 Joeline Court, Winter Park, FL, 32789. Make checks
payable to Florida Owners Group.
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29.9 Cents a Gallon! Is Mike Davis Having a Flashback? See Inside.
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Photo by Connie Schmitt
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