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June 2017

Driving during the International Porsche 356 Meeting in Roses, Spain.  Photo by John Hearn.
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Performance Service & Support

At Troysport, we share your passion for Porsche. 
Our 40 years of experience allows us to offer the  

following services for the complete line of Porsche vehicles.

Engine: 
maintenance, updates and repairs;  
rebuilds to factory or race specs

Transaxle service: 
street; performance; custom gearing

Restoration: 
interior, exterior, structural, top installation

In addition we offer: 
DE and race prep as well as full race car 
builds and driver coaching

407-297-7733   www.troysport.com

3838 Commerce Loop, Orlando, Fl., 32803

For consultation or an appointment call Sid at:

FOG Officers & Contacts

Past Presidents of FOG
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

Alan Winer, Trustee (2017)
President and Membership Chair
alanwiner@356FOG.com
8311 C.R. 208
Saint Augustine, FL 32092

Sharon Cobb, Trustee (2017)
Vice-President and 
Event Co-Chair
sacobb75@gmail.com

Mike Davis, Trustee (2018)
Treasurer
madavis356@gmail.com

Terry Cohen, Trustee (2018)
Event Co-Chair
terrycohen@comcast.net

Paul Raben, Trustee (2018) 
Email Coordinator and 
Facebook Administrator 
praben356@gmail.com

John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com

Janis Croft
Webmaster/FOGlight Editor 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Website:
www.356FOG.com
Facebook:
Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

The FOGLight is the official 
publication of the Porsche 356 
Florida Owners Group (FOG). It 
is published in even-numbered 
months. Send articles, photos 
and suggestions to: Janis Croft, 
Webmaster / FOGlight Editor at 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Welcome New Members
Alan Winer, Membership Chair

Bill Carey joins from Tampa, FL and is the 
owner of a recently acquired 1965 Cabrio-
let. He can be contacted at 813-625-5002.

Erick Skirmants is the owner of a 1964 C 
Coupe and can help members with profes-
sional driving instruction. He resides 
in Miami, FL and can be contacted at 
248-761-3704.

Michael Iturmendi resides in Sarasota, FL 
and is the owner of a 1961 S-90 Coupe. He 
can be contacted at 941-544-2746.

Lloyd Woosley owns a 1963 B Cabriolet 
and resides in Windermere, FL. His contact 
is 352-552-5700.

Joseph Scafario is from Bradenton, FL 
and drives a 1965 C Coupe. Contact him at 
609-442-8400.

Mark Pelkey joins from Myrtle Beach, SC 
and is the owner of a 1959 A Coupe. He 
is known for turning rust held together by 
molecular cohesion into solid steel. He can 
be contacted at 716-472-1220. 

Submit contact changes to Membership Chair, alanwiner@356FOG.com
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Presidentʼs Perspective

Road Cogitations  
by Alan Winer

The tall ship El Galeon, a replica of a 16th century Spanish 
Galleon, made it’s way into Saint Augustine Harbor. Janis 
and I headed down to see it. The ship was barely 170 feet 
long and it’s sails were more than 9,600 square feet in area. 
It creaked and moaned as if it actually was 500 years old. 
Held together by wooden pegs and rope, I wondered how 
anyone in their right mind would sail across uncharted 
oceans and through the tempestuous waters around the tip 
of South America in this. But for them it was the state of the 
art of water travel.

When our boys were young we took them to Gettysburg 
National Park and to this day, I still vividly remember the 
field surgeons medical kit. It was basically items that could 
be purchased at any Ace hardware store. I thought why 
would anyone allow someone to operate on them with these 
instruments. But again, it was the extent of medical knowl-
edge at that time.

I’m sitting in a plane 30,00 feet over the Atlantic, in basical-
ly a metal tube filled with 300 plus people all being served 
food of some unknown origin, watching movies and every-
one seemingly comfortable and trusting this system. And I’m 
realizing how archaic this will appear to travelers in the next 
century. It’s universal that we accept the current status of 
our own individual time. I say accept because trust went out 
the window as modern technology brought us such catastro-
phes as the Titanic and the Hindenburg. Bear with me, I will 
eventually make my point.

So Janis and I rent this black Audi to tour the Iberian Penin-
sula for three weeks. A beautiful machine that just ate the 
roads; 6 speed manual, diesel, tires with a big fat footprint, 
air conditioned, music, and a seat that could be adjusted to 
fit a three legged dwarf.  As many of you know, driving is 
a different experience 
in Europe, driving at 
140-150 kph is slow 
for the left lane. Now 
they just don’t come 
up on you and start 
flashing their lights 
or doing a New York 
style horn symphony, 
they just ride your rear 
at about 8 inches. If 
you suddenly look in 
the rear view mirror, 
it’s like they are in 

your back seat. So you move over and pick up some more 
speed, why not? 

I started thinking about the guys that ship their 356s over to 
Europe and tour for an extended time. And while I certainly 
admire them and perhaps am even a bit envious, I will admit 
that I did enjoy the current state of the art in motor travel. As 
I have mentioned in previous articles, I have about a six hour 
ass in my old cars and Janis and I traveled many kilometers 
and spent many days in that Audi. So my point: with all the 
creature comforts and safety features of today’s automotive 
technology, why do we drive our 50 to 60 year old cars?

And yet I will take to the road, without a bit of concern, 
in cars with single circuit drum brakes, a gas tank basical-
ly sitting on my lap, dim 6 volt headlights, dim rear lights 
and brake lights, no emergency gas cut off, minimal crash 
protection and not to mention my British cars just waiting 
for the perfect opportunity to start an electrical fire. There is 
something about driving these old cars that is exhilarating. 
A reminder of my youth, well maybe, but if it’s something 
about nostalgia of this era, I do not find it in other objects of 
that period. I do not have any desire to use a rotary phone, 
cook my egg in a pan without a non-stick coating, bang out a 
letter on an IBM Selectric typewriter or even actually get up 
to change the TV channel. I don’t run around in bell bottom 
pants and I don’t listen to LPs on a turntable, but give me the 
slightest excuse to drive a sixty year old car and I’m check-
ing the oil level. It’s not about the speed or braking or turning 
capabilities or comfort because newer cars have all of that 
beat. Some say it’s because we have restored and maintained 
these vehicles but it seems that no matter what the level of 
involvement is, we all seem to have this addiction. I restore 
them, care for them, pamper them, hassle myself over them 
and occasionally I have found myself sitting in the shop just 
staring at them.

So after melding in my old leather chair and staring at the 
ceiling, I have come up with a few possibilities. It just might 
be that we love the attention we receive when driving them, 
or perhaps we just like the tinkering whether it be major 
mechanical work or just polishing. Another possibility 
could be it’s just seen as an investment or the more popular 
reason—the wistfulness of our youth. Here’s another possi-
bility, maybe it has something to do with not being hermet-
ically sealed in a vehicle but having input while driving 
and being aware of the aromas and sounds. Or could it be 
the beautiful lines of these individual old classics, drawn 
by hand with pencil and paper and not computer generat-
ed.  Regardless of how we analyze it, it is all just a form of 
therapy.

Concerning those old tall ships-I wouldn’t 
cross a lake in one of them.
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Costa Brava - Land of Dali 
Our trip to the 42nd International Porsche 356 Treffen, Roses, Espana May 25 – 28, 2017

Attending a “Treffen,” aka Meeting, Parade, WCH, ECH or 
Reunion in the US is always great fun, as you will meet “old” 
friends again and get acquainted with “new” folks. Definite-
ly one can see plenty of 356s in great shape competing for 
trophies and the location is usually in a spectacular setting.

All of that was just a little different at this year’s event close 
to the French-Spanish border on the rugged coastline with 
the fantastic beaches of the Costa Brava. Our hotel was right 
on the beach promenade, 120 cars with approx. 250 partici-
pants from 18 countries including USA and even Russia. No 
concourse, no “peoples choice,” no trophies but the possi-
bility to take a swim in the crystal clear Mediterranean Sea 
was reward enough. Afterwards, we enjoyed relaxing in our 
beach chair with a Sangria, cold beer, local red/whites or 
plenty of delicious Tapas on the hotel’s own section of the 
beach.

When signing up for this event Gaby and I decided immedi-
ately to drive our Bali Blue ’62 BT6 Coupe aka “The Lady” 
(= the former car of Richard and Diana Williams) to the 
event from our home town 15 mi NW of Zuffenhausen. First 
of all, we put a little note in the German 356 Club Magazine 
“S-AU 356”. The entire GER 356 club has just 650 members 
but none responded to our inquiry to join us on this four 
day, 850 mile drive. Surprisingly enough three days prior 
to departure, I got an email from a real “local” 356 club 
member, telling me that their friend Ross Groelz and his 
son Andy from S. Lake Tahoe would like to join us driving 
their ivory white over beige ’64 Cab, which was previously 
shipped from California for a stay of six months in Germany. 

Freiburg-Schauinsland—one of the most spectacular hill 
climbs in Germany. The route climbs through 780 metres of 
height over a course of twelve kilometres. It is the longest 
and most winding mountain race course in Germany and the 
venue for several European Hill Climb Championships and 
it is close to my university town of Freiburg. We ended our 
first day’s drive at the small town of Rheinfelden, right on 
the banks of the River Rhein/Rhine, which is also the border 
to Switzerland. We had dinner at “Alexandra’s Storchen” 
hotel with 356 friends of ours. They own a ruby red ’61 BT5 
coupe plus an immaculate black Roadster. Shortly before 
midnight we said “good bye.” 

Day 2: After a superb breakfast we started day two with 
Ross “spearheading” when entering Switzerland (= non EU 
Country) for a good reason. He was questioned for 10 min 
by a very friendly Swiss border guard due to the fact that 
his CA car had no frontal plate which made it “suspicious,” 
because all over Europe we have frontal plates. I was trans-
lating, all the paperwork was okay, so we continued on the 
trip knowing that Ross was in excellent shape. He would 
not be paying any speeding fines because the ticket will be 
mailed to the owner according to the registration informa-
tion taken by the speed trap picture of the frontal tag. Only 
in very rare cases will a “speeder” be pulled over in the EU, 
as manpower and presence of cops is not heavily evident like 
in Florida or anywhere else in the U.S. In contrast, I got two 
tickets exceeding both times the limit by 5 mi/hr, which is 
hard to control on a 55 year old speedometer showing just 
“miles.” Both fines did not exceed $20 which is also very 
different from the U.S. system.

The drive through Switzerland was mainly “Autobahn”/
Interstate with top speed of 120km/h or approx. 75mph 
passing Bern, the Swiss capital, Lucerne and then with a 
fantastic alpine panorama around the Lake Geneva on the 
south side, enjoying the sound of the humming engines, the 
sunshine and the warmth. We stopped for the night in Aix 
Les Bains, already in France, just south of Geneva and had 
an excellent dinner directly on the banks of a lake under big 
old sycamore trees and with some great tasting Belgium 
craft beers.

Day 3: Leaving after breakfast, passing near the famous 
town of Grenoble, in a wonderful alpine setting and hosting 
the 1968 Winter Olympics, we proceeded further south 
enjoying the scenery, the ups and downs of the hillside 
major “Route Napoleon” and later provincial roads, until 
we reached Avignon, right on the River Rhone and with the 
two major attractions: Medieval Papal Palace  and the Pont 
d’Avignon, standing as a ruin in the river. 

DAY 1: I was using Google maps to prep for the trip. The 
four of us started May 20 in the early morning from home, 
which is just 10 mi away from Weissach and the northern tip 
of the Black Forest. On empty, narrow winding roads, we 
crossed the entire Black Forest from north to south including 
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Day 4: The next day was planned as a “resting” day but 
Ross and Andy were eager to explore the city and the nearby 
attractions like the City of Orange with its roman theater 
or Pont du Gard Aqueduct. Gaby and I really took it very 
leisurely as we had been to Avignon numerous times in the 
past driving various 911Targas during the last 30+ years.

Day 5: Today was our final approach to Roses—another 
250 miles. We drove in part on the “Autobahn/Autoroute” 
with heavy Euro tolls but to make it more interesting, we 
also drove plenty of miles through the countryside, along the 
Mediterranean looking at sandy beaches to the left without 
homes like driving in the Outer Banks (OBX) in NC. As 
there are no longer border crossing checkpoints between the 
majority of the European countries, access to Spain this time 
was easy like crossing from FL to GA. We followed for a 
longer distance the real rugged coastline, stopped at various 
lighthouses and took some “dramatic” shots with our 356s 
before we finally arrived at our hotel in Roses on May 24—
one day prior to the start of the event.

The Treffen: The next day was the regular routine with 
Registration, picking up the Goodie Bag, chatting with 
Dianne Morrill and John Hearn (whose photos are includ-
ed) or with friends from Germany, Denmark, USA, UK, 
Switzerland, Austria or the Netherlands or just trying as a 
bystander in this “think tank” how to fix something on a car. 
Professional Porsche service from nearby Porsche of Barce-
lona was available for the next days. (By the way we also 
like to send greetings from Frostie and Rosemarie Schnee-
mann from Bradenton to all of  the FOG folks.) 

On Sat. May 27 we all left for a scenic photo rally, combined 
with lunch at the “Casa Ana Maria” restaurant in Ollers and 
then we started on the last drive of the event following the 
“Dali” route which means on very small roads leading to 
the Cap Creus Lighthouse. As it was a Saturday, there were 
plenty of crazy driving Spaniards on the roads, honking 
horns and overtaking us in spots where you hardly can see 
the oncoming traffic but “Nuestra Senora” & “Virgin de 
Guadalupe”‚ was always with them. Finally that evening, 
we attended the Gala Dinner, Award ceremony and Presen-
tation of the 43rd Meeting 2018 to England. Again departure 
by coach to Castell de Perelada, and start of the dinner by 
09:00 pm, which is quite “normal” in Spain and at between 
12:00pm and 01:00 am we returned by coach to the hotel for 
our last night.

The next day was just full of activities either in the morning 
driving on the karting track with the 356 in Empuriabrava, 
followed by a very Spanish type of lunch at “Hotel Ampuria 
Inn” with cold Gazpacho, Tapas, variations of dry sausag-
es, cheeses and sweets. After lunch we departed by coach to 
Figueres to join a guided tour of the “Museu Dalí.” pictured 
above.  Later in the day we returned by coach to Empuri-
abrava to drive the 356 home to the hotel and to conclude the 
eventful day with another sumptuous dinner buffet.

Sun May 28: Some participants left super early according 
to the distance they had to drive home, other like Gaby and 
I stayed another night since it was my birthday, which we 
celebrated with remaining friends at a beach side restaurant/
bar, reflecting on the event and enjoying the fish dishes and 
bold local reds. Here is a link to a video summary of the 
event: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nL9FEM_Uw8Q

The next day we started our personal eight days drive 
through the Pyrenees to Andorre, towards the Massif Central 

Continued on page 9
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Naples, Florida and the Cars 
on Fifth Auto Show  
by Dennis Brunotte

Florida is a Classic Car Mecca
Over the years Florida has continued to play host to large, 
well respected classic car exhibitions, auctions, national 
concours events, and competitions.  Each of these marvelous 
affairs attract masses of attendees and in most cases provide 
thousands of dollars each in contributions to charities and 
other good causes. The Amelia Island weekend comes first 
to mind, and the hundreds and hundreds of owners, officials, 
guests, and wide eyed ticket holders make for a spectacu-
lar happening, creating headlines across the country for 
automobile aficionados.

Naples Plays a Role
Naples, Florida has become a well-known resort destination 
and a winter haven for more than its fair share of classic 
automobile owners and collectors.  The Everglades Chapter 
of the Porsche Club of America calls Naples home with 
many activities scheduled each year, and the Porsche 356 
contingent is impressive. Ten FOG families reside in the 
Naples area and represent sixteen 356s currently.  In recent 
years, local owners Marc Woontner, Jim Hollars, Gerhard 
Moll, and Bob Goldman have all carried back to Naples the 
awards they received at our annual Gathering of the Faithful.

Naples is Among the Show Leaders with “Cars on Fifth”
Naples creates some auto-related 
headlines of its own, often appearing on 
the Saturday following our 356 Gather-
ing.  For many years, the Ferrari Club of 
America has sponsored a “car show” in 
Naples. Fifth Avenue is the city’s princi-
pal downtown shopping and restau-
rant boulevard seven blocks in length. 
Known as “Cars on Fifth” the occasion 
attracts autos from all over the area 
and even includes entries from new 
car dealers such as Lamborghini, Alfa 
Romeo, Ferrari and others from the East 
Coast. Entries assemble on the street 
according to country of origin includ-
ing Italy, Germany, the United Kingdom, 
and on and on.  Muscle cars and antiques 
are also represented.  This year 575 cars 
were displayed.

50,000 and Growing
Over 50,000 attendees crowded Cars on Fifth this year, and 
over the years, visitors have contributed over $850,000 to its 
charities. FOG member Bob Goldman was one of the Best 
in Class trophy winners with his recently restored  A Coupe 
project. This spring one of our community social magazines 
Gulfshore Life chose the 1965 SC Cabriolet of FOG member 
Jim Hollars for its cover story.

1964 356C owned by John Boles. Photo by Dan Deegan.

Street shots before the crowds arrived by 
Dennis Brunotte.
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Jim Hollars’ 1965 SC Cab won a Peoples Choice award four years ago at our annual Porsche 356 FOG Gather-
ing.  Gulfshore Life, one of Naples community social magazines, discovered it at the Cars on Fifth car show 
downtown and used it on the cover of it’s May issue.

1957 356A owned by Robert Goldman. 
Photo by Dan Deegan.
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Driving Update
 by Dennis Brunotte

We have reached the halfway point in our 2017 driving 
year, and noticeable gains were made in our overall produc-
tion during this past 2-month reporting period.  Some of 
our participants headed north to West Virginia and the 
UTD helping to push our totals upwards nicely.  Christoph 
Brehme’s C Cab is up-and-running again at his home near 
Zuffenhausen/Stuttgart, and he is breaking in his newly 
rebuilt engine anticipating a good deal more miles scheduled 
around Germany this summer.  Two of our group are also in 
the process of tweaking their engines in anticipation of their 
drive to the midwest and the Heartland Holiday.   

Send your miles driven since December 2016 to my email, 
dkbrunotte@gmail.com, and join in our fun. Here’s our 
interim progress as of June 1st listing those who have driven 
over 500 miles to this point.

Mark Pribanic Neptune Beach 11750
Bill Cooper Jacksonville 4225
John Reker Winter Park 3555
Allen Peerson Jupiter 3349
Jim Bruton Winter Park 3017
Buster Venable Cocoa Beach 2420
Jacoba Goldman Naples 2070
Jack Kasmer Sebring 2025
Curt Dansby Charlotte, NC 1904
Dan Bird Vero Beach 1890
John Lovejoy Jacksonville 1665
Christoph Brehme  Stuttgart, GE 1421
Paul Raben Ft. Lauderdale 1386
John O’Steen Vero Beach 1359
Jim Spears Madeira Beach 1194
Steve Clarke Pembroke Pines 1149
Glenn Long Dunnellon 1052
Alan Winer St. Augustine 1015
John Boles Estero 995
Steve Bamdas Lighthouse Point 858
Susan Remillard Southwest Ranches 812
Mark Hebb Jacksonville 744
Denny Zamler West Palm Beach 626
Pete Bartelli Venice 502

For Sale: 

New 356 licence plate 
made to look old. Great 
in a man cave or on car.  
$25 including shipping.

Porsche book—LIEBE ZU LHM - Love of Porsche by 
Hermann Lipper. Published in 1960, the holy grail of 
books. The book is in near mint condition, with extras 
& hard cover-now being sold for as much as $1950. My 
price, $1450.00 plus shipping-a great deal less. This is 
a bargain!
Contact:  garyr356@aol.com

with the famous village of Roquefort, where they make since 
generations the real “blue” cheese just out of sheep milk and 
nothing else, followed by miles and miles within the Gorge 
du Tarn, then back to Avignon just for a stop. The nearby 
charming villages in the Provence were unfortunately awful-
ly crowded with tons of tourists but after passing through we 
enjoyed the solitude of some high alpine mountain passes 
in France and Switzerland. Hardly any cars on the road but 
cyclists heavily trying to reach the summit of the passes or 
enjoying the high speed downhill drives. Towards the end of 
our return trip we stayed in Chamonix - Mt. Blanc and did 
the trip with the cable car to the Aiguille Du Midi and cross-
ing the giant glacier “Mer de Glace.” 

Conclusion: Great event, well organized by our Spanish 
friends, great weather, food, drinks and camaraderie and best 
of all both 356s came back home intact. I have accumulat-
ed plenty of miles for our driving contest and they will be 
reported to Dennis next.  

Gaby & Christoph Brehme 
(also for Ross & Andy Groelz)
Photos by John Hearn & CTB

addreSS or Phone ChangeS?

The next issue of FOGLight will include our annual 
Membership Directory. If you have any changes, send 
them to Alan Winer, President and Membership Chair at 
alanwiner@356FOG.com

Costa Brava - Land of Dali
continued from page 5
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Use the MESSAGE BOARD
An alternative way to post Sale and WTB items and for 
asking technical advice. To prevent spammers, there will be 
one universal password for easy access. To post or reply, you 
need to personally register following the site instructions. 
Save personal password to use for removing your ads and to 
make future postings. 

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a truly marvelous group of people–
our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, 
we have developed a system of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.

Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch tours occasionally, but not on a fixed sched-
ule. To receive notice/reminders of both the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com or 
call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month. Location varies. Contact Jim Voss at 
vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.
Northwest Florida: Looking for a volunteer to organize local events. Please contact Pete Bartelli at peterbartelli@hotmail.com
Southeast Florida: First Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at Cucina dell’ Arte, 257 Royal Poinciana Way, Palm Beach, FL. 
Phone: (561) 655-0770. Indoor and Outdoor seating options. Free parking in front of restaurant. RSVP if attending to Randy 
Gananathan at rdganathan@gmail.com.
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at First Watch Restaurant at the Publix Plaza locat-
ed on University Parkway, just east of 1-75 (exit 213).  This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa.  Contact Fernando Lopez at 
(727) 417-1120 or mk2lopez@yahoo.com

Local Events and Tours
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FOGlight Editor
8311 C.R. 208
St. Augustine, FL 32092

“The Lady” at the summit of Lure mountain, the Signal de Lure, which peaks at an altitude of 1,826 
metres and marks the transition between the Alps and Provence. Photo by Gaby Brehme.


