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a meet that day. Rich organized a 356 meet at the Collier
Museum in March 1993 and after the collection tour and
some BBQ the attendees met to form what became the
356 Florida Owners Group. The museum staff fired up the
4 cam 550 Spyder and exercised it around the airport
roads, what a spectacular sound. There was some concern
that we might be called old FOGies, but that same year we
incorporated FOG and the first founding officers were Rich
Williams, President, Mark Peebles, VP, Mike McNabb,
Secretary/Treasurer, and Thom Kyle, newsletter editor.
The treasurer's job was easy because we had no money. I
remember Rich musing that if we got 25 members that
would be great. By 1995 we had more members and a
newsletter and a logo, and proposed the insane idea of
hosting the 356 Registry East Coast Holiday. There had
never been a Holiday in the "Deep South", much less in
Florida.
Much to our surprise the Registry approved our
bid and Cypress Gardens was chosen as the venue.
Gatorfest '96 was low key and well attended, with a ride
down to Sebring and Bok Tower. Rich, in his quiet and
unassuming way, kept all the details and events flowing
smoothly. He was always there.

Rich Williams

The rest is history; others have joined FOG and taken
charge of the club affairs. If you knew Rich, he was a
Harvard graduate, Retired Air Force veteran, a patriot,
retired Federal Parole Manager, and incredibly honest and
humble. His wife Diana and son Morgan were first in his
life. Goodbye, my friend, you have left a legacy of good
memories and Porsche style fellowship.
Keep the faith.

Photo courtesy of Mike McNabb

Remembering Rich Williams
1943 - 2012
Mike McNabb
It's hard to imagine FOG without its spark plug, Rich
Williams. Rich was a founder, past President, East Coast
Holiday organizer, FOGlight editor, Porsche promoter, USAF
Colonel, and a very good friend.
I'm not sure when Rich and I first met. I had a '57 coupe
that wasn't even a very good parts car and in 1981 there
was sort of an underground network of 356 owners that
traded parts and maybe belonged to PCA. Rich and I both
worked in downtown Tampa and we both drove our 356's
to work daily, so over a few years we talked at lunch about
forming a Florida club for 356 owners. A few other clubs
had been unofficially spun off from the Registry and in
1992 we obtained a list of 356 Registry members in Florida
and mailed a survey to see if there was any interest. I had
been to the Collier Automobile Museum in Naples while
attending a conference and talked to a Jaguar club having

From left: Thom Kyle, Mike McNabb, Rich Williams, Mark Peebles
Photo courtesy of Mike McNabb
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Beautiful day for a drive in SW Florida

Classified Ads
Personal classified ads are free to FOG members and
members of other regional 356 clubs.
Commercial
classifieds: contact editor for ad rates.
We will run the ad as many times as you wish, but you
must request each renewal. Otherwise, we will assume the
item has been sold.

Photo by Dennis Brunotte

No Ads Were Received Since Last Issue

Saturday Mornings with
Southwest Florida 356’s

to his next stop, and asked to exchange telephone
numbers. It turns out that each owner also knew of
another 356 in the neighborhood, and within the month the
four were introduced to each other over lunch. They made
plans at that time to meet three or four times during the
winter, bringing their wives along, and driving to a different
lunch destination on each occasion.

Dennis Brunotte
FOG Porsche 356s can be found all around Florida, and
that’s certainly true in our remote corner of the state as
well. More than twenty FOG members claim residence at
least a part of the year in Lee and Collier Counties which
reach as far south on the Gulf Coast as one can drive and
include the beach communities of Ft. Myers, Estero, Bonita
Springs, Naples, and Marco Island. Yes, we’re a bit
isolated down here, but we’re as heavily into our Porsche
356 fun as those of you more centrally located, and we
keep at it throughout the resort season here in our little
corner of the world.

That tradition has continued over the years, the group has
grown and grown, and last year a formal directory was
completed for the first time identifying 30 Porsche 356s
and their families.
Represented are 3 speedsters, 4
roadsters, 8 cabriolets, and 15 coupes, and two of those
models were purchased new by their current owners. Our
monthly “Drives to Lunch” continue from October through
April when we visit a different country club, yacht club, and
an occasional restaurant on a Saturday noon.

Florida is a big, long state! It’s short of seven hours on the
road from here to Jacksonville. The drive is 230 miles from
here to the Orlando communities and attractions (including
my favorite stop, Houston’s Restaurant in Winter Park.)
It’s for that reason that most of you see and hear very little
from us from these parts. It certainly isn’t because we
don’t enjoy your company or the club opportunities you
create for us. It’s just that coming to join you up north is
like
planning
a
mini
vacation
with
overnight
accommodations and all the other accompanying
considerations.

We travel “in-column” parade style driving five or ten miles
typically through busy snowbird traffic, drawing a great
deal of attention from passing vehicles and the sidewalk
users as well. Pictures of our group are evident on cell
phone cameras all over town. It’s just great fun!
We finished our third drive of the season yesterday. It was
our most aggressive trip of the year trekking 38 miles to
Sanibel Island where we enjoyed a delightful lunch at The
Thistle Lodge at Casa Ybel Resort. Our upstairs dining
room overlooked the white sand beach, the weather was
gorgeous, and as always the fellowship and conversation
topped off the fun. And the best part is that we still have
three drives remaining until our resort season winds down
again.

And many of us aren’t around all the time. Although
several are full-time residents of the area, nearly two-thirds
of our small group return north for the summer and fall
seasons to be at their businesses, or with their families, or
even to travel about in their retirement. But by the time
Thanksgiving rolls around each year, many of our old
friends have found their way back to their winter homes,
and after a day or two of restarting the newspaper delivery
and communicating with the post office and such, the dust
cover comes off the 356, and the fun begins once again.

If you ever plan to spend a winter weekend on our warm
Southwest Florida beaches, enjoying our shopping and
restaurants, maybe you should bring your 356 and join our
caravan of show stopping classic Porsches one Saturday.
Our “guest” nametags are pretty classy!

Eighteen years ago a local 356 owner here in Naples
passed another driving along the boulevard, followed him

The FOGLight
is the official publication of the Porsche 356 Florida Owners Group
(FOG). It is published in even-numbered months.
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East Coast Oktoberfest
Oops! We inadvertently left these photos out of the last issue. They were included with an article submitted by Karim
Rahemtulla regarding the Oktoberfest event held on the East Coast.
It looks like a good time was had by all!

People’s Choice Award presented in honor of Kirk Stowers

John Stickles, Rosemary Layne, Bob Dewey and John Reker
Photo courtesy of Jan Reker

Photo courtesy of Jan Reker

“Falling in Line”
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5th Annual "Gathering of the Faithful”
Terrace Hotel, Lakeland, Florida
Schedule of Events*
Friday, February 24
Noon
4:00-5:30 pm
6:00-7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Designated Porsche 356 parking lot opens for the weekend
Car Wash Station will be available. Hose/water provided, please bring your own supplies.
GOF registration in the Ballroom on the Mezzanine Floor
Welcome reception with hors d' oeuvres and cash bar
Dinner is on your own. Enjoy dinner at the Terrace Hotel, or at one of many fun
restaurants in downtown Lakeland

Saturday, February 25
7:00 am
8:30-10:00 am
8:00-9:45 am
9:45-11:30 am
11:30 am - Noon
11:30 am -1:00 pm
1:00-1:30 pm
1:30 pm
3:30 pm
3:30-5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Breakfast on your own
Carwash station opens
Registration continues at the Terrace Hotel
Cars participating in the People's Choice Concours may be parked on site @ Amphitheater
(grassy area overlooking Lake Mirror)
People’s Choice Concours and voting
Remove cars from People's Choice Concours site
Please return People's Choice ballot by 11:30 ~ red ballot box located on table at the Concours site.
Lunch on your own
Tech Quiz in the Hotel Lobby
Meeting for Driving Tour participants in the Hotel parking lot
Driving Tour returns to Terrace Hotel
Beer Bash at Chop Shop (126 S. Kentucky Ave.)
Cocktail Party with hors d'oeuvres and cash bar at Terrace Hotel
GOF banquet followed by Awards Presentation

Sunday February 26
9:00am



Porsche 356 FOG Annual Meeting with special guest speaker John O’Steen.

The 2012 Gathering of the Faithful weekend will conclude with our Annual Meeting

Schedule subject to change. If you have any questions before or during the Gathering please contact Mark
Koorland @ (850) 567- 9010 or koorland@gmail.com

2011 Gathering at Mount Dora

Photo by Lee Payne

Lined up for the drive
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Photo by Connie Schmidt

Membership Report
John Reker
We are starting off the year with a healthy membership
count of 244, including the following new members. Please
join me in extending a warm FOG welcome to:
Scooter Gabel joins from Tampa. He has a 59A Cabriolet
1600 Super. Scooter has a vintage themed restaurant and
can be reached at 813-690-0841.
Elliot and Lynn Prigozen live in Miami and have a 59A
Convertible D 1600. Telephone 305-456-4785.

Drive Those Cars Contest
John Reker

Daniel and Arleen Simonson join from Plantation. They
have a 63 B Coupe and can be reached at 954-236-0093.

The 2011 Driving Contest has drawn to a close. I
want to thank everyone for sending in their mileage
promptly during the past year. If you want to be in the
2012 contest please provide me with your odometer
reading as of 12/17/11.

Pat and Brooks O’Bryant live in Delray and have a 61 B
Sunroof Coupe 1600. Phone 561-271-1236.
Gregory and Erika Deschodt join from Tampa. Greg
does not currently have a 356, but did previously.
Telephone 813-857-2678.

Results for 2011 will be announced at The
Gathering banquet and published in the April issue of the
FOGlight.

George and Sara Bryan hail from Evans, Georgia.
George was recently elected a Trustee of the 356 Registry.
George has a 64 C Cab., 65 C Cab., and a 61 S 90
Karmann Sport Coupe. Phone 706-495-7704.

5

Hardship Award Application
All those interested should enter their story!
John Lovejoy

Introduction by John Reker – Back about September I

contacted John to see if he was interested in entering the
Winter Park Concours early November. John said he was
interested, but his car was at his son’s in Maryland having
some work done and he had planned to pick it after the
date of the concours. After some phone calls to his son,
John got back to me and said he was moving up his trip to
pick up the car and would be delighted to enter the
concours. At the concours we had eight 356’s, all FOG
members, some to be judged, some for display. Mike
Davis was awarded First Place, and John was awarded
Second Place. Little did anyone know about the basic
history of John’s car, and the obstacles that he overcame
to have his car in the show. The story in his words....

A Convertible D to be proud of!
Photo courtesy of John Reker
From left: Jan Reker, Vivian Fueyo, Mark Koorland, John Lovejoy

I purchased two rusty old Porsches found in a garage on
the Brundage (Brumos) property in Jacksonville in about
2006. One was a C Cab and the other a Conv D. The D
was so bad I decided to part it out. My son convinced me
to restore it, as it was the rarest car. Well I finally finished
it in time for the 2011 GOF and loved it. This summer my
son and family met at Tabby Island for the PCA Savannah
meet. It was lots of fun but in the Conours a lot of little
points were made that marked it down. John III took my
car back to Maryland to get these fine points corrected.
Therein begins the saga.

Dusty& Rusty Convertible D

home. Blew out a tire in South Carolina so had to change
the tire and spend the night. Another delay. On the road
the next day and finally made it home early Friday
afternoon with time to prep the car before going to
Orlando Saturday morning. While backing the car off the
trailer the guide wire to the back door caught between the
front bumper and deco strip pulling the deco and bumper
out to right angles and cracking the metal bumper. After
giving myself a fit and holding back tears, I pleaded with
my body man for help. Fully expecting Alex Kimmel, my
body man, to give me hell, he said, accidents do happen.
My son and I just finished rebuilding a Charger for show
and while taking it off a jack it rolled and pushed the jack
up thru the radiator destroying it. He said they worked all
night and got it to the show so let’s see what we can do.
We disassembled it and began bending the metal back,
braising the torn section and reshaping it. The deco strip
had crazes from where it was bent at right angles as well,
but I was willing to accept that. The next morning when I
went back the bumper looked better than before and his
son Alex had buffed out the crazing. I was amazed! We
bolted it back on and the rest is history, except. The judge
complimented me on the car and apologized for taking ½
point off for the small flat spot on the deco (where it had
been polished). I laughed, if only he knew!

Photo courtesy of John Lovejoy

A friend has an Austin Healy 3000 he wanted to take to
Virginia Beach so we loaded it up on my son’s trailer and
drove there and then to Bethesda. We were greeted with
the news that the windshield had broken during the repair
and the car would not be ready for a week. What to do but
leave the truck and trailer and rent a car to drive back to
Jacksonville. That went well and I flew back the next
week.
I went to pick up the car and it looked and drove
wonderfully. So excited! Put it on my trailer and headed
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2011 FOG Officers

Past Presidents of FOG

Frank Hood
President
fhood@tampabay.rr.com
St. Petersburg, FL

Rich Williams: 1993 – 2003
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
John Reker – 2010
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011

Mark Koorland
Vice-President & Event Chair
koorland@stpt.usf.edu

356 Tech Session Event

Karim Rahemtulla
Trustee and Treasurer
(407) 622-1896
Kr32789@gmail.com

WHEN:
TIME:
WHERE:

Bob Ross
Trustee
bobross517@gmail.com

WHAT:

Lee Payne
Trustee
leempayne@cfl.rrcom

LUNCH:
DIRECTIONS:

Kristin Serio
Webmeister
kristenserio@costadevaultcom

Saturday ~ March 31, 3012
10am ~ 12 noon
German Auto World
2165 W. Atlantic Ave
Delray Beach, Fl 33445
562-445-2820
We will draw numbers to determine
which cars while be worked on
At a 50’s Diner
Rt#95 N/S: Exit at Atlantic Ave, go west
off Exit, cross Congress Ave & look Right
Florida Turnpike N/S: Exit at Atlantic Ave
& go East (left) to Congress Ave; make a
U turn and see shop

John Reker
Secretary & Membership Chair
jreker@cfl.rrcom
1660 Joeline Court
Winter Park, Fl 32789

Please RSVP by March 26
Contact: garyr356@aol.com

Please visit our website
www.356fog.com
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Big Shoes to Fill

Local Events and Tours

Frank Hood

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the
opportunity to meet and socialize with a truly marvelous
group of people – our fellow 356 owners. Since the long
distances in Florida make it difficult for many members to
attend statewide events, we have developed a system of
local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members
in touch with each other.

As many of you know, Rick Williams was the editor of the
FOGlight for countless years and poured his heart and soul
into each issue. Once hearing the unfortunate news of
Rich’s passing, Renee and I made the decision to fill in as
best as we could so that the legacy continued. So what
exactly does it take to create the newsletter that keeps all
FOGies informed? At last count it was 3 laptops, 2 flash
drives, 1 borrowed printer, several back issues of the
FOGlight and quite a few late evenings with strong coffee.
Rich, we gave it the ole “college try” and can only hope
we did you proud....

Central Florida (Orlando area); Lunch tours more or less
monthly, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive email
notice of these, please send an email to John Reker at
Jreker@cfl.rr.com or call John at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): First Saturday of
the month, October through May; location varies. Contact
Jon Meets at (904) 501-4346.
Northwest Florida: Looking for a volunteer to organize
local events.
Please contact Mark Koorland at
koorland@stpt.usf.edu
Southeast Florida: Looking for a volunteer to organize
local events.
Please contact Mark Koorland at
koorland@stpt.usf.edu

FOGlight Command Center

Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of
each month at 9:00 am at First Watch Restaurant at the
Publics Plaza located on University Parkway, just east of 175 (exit 213). This draws FOGies from Naples to Tampa.
Contact Bob Ross at (941) 492-5214 or at
bobross517@gmail.com

Photo by Frank Hood

Specializing in Air-Cooled Porsche Parts
New and Recycled

727.564.7327
Frank Hood
CLASSIFIEDS
1975 Sherwood St. Suite D
Clearwater, FL 33765
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“Fabulous Fantasy of Flight Folks” November 2011

Photo Courtesy of John Reker
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Central Florida Tour to JB Boondocks – Jan 2012

Photo Courtesy of Jan Reker
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Tom Holzer attempting to eat the “belly busting” burrito after
the August Tech Session at Stuttgart Super Sports
Photo Courtesy of Frank Hood

Tom Fletcher’s Beautiful One-Owner ’59 A Coupe

Photo Courtesy of Bob Bain
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The FOGLight
c/o Frank Hood
2601 Burlington Ave
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

“Speedster Jack” Kasmer enjoying the curves and scenery at the East Coast 356 Drive in Helen, Georgia
Photo Courtesy of Renee Bergman
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