
 

The 6th Annual Gathering of the Faithful was held 
this past January 4th-6th and what a spectacular event 
it was. We had over 115 participants join us for the 
weekend which is the largest turn out we have ever 
had for any FOG event! All sorts of fun and excite-
ment were to be experienced over the first weekend 
of the New Year in Sarasota, FL. Of course there 
was the Concours which consisted of forty-four 356s 
along with a tech quiz, driving tour, cocktail parties 
and awards banquet all of which concluded with our 
general meeting on Sunday morning.  One common 
theme that stuck with me throughout the weekend 
was how much everyone was enjoying themselves.  
The star of the show was certainly the 356, the little 
sports-car that brought us all together but in the end it 
was the people that made the event truly spectacular! 
 
I’d like to thank all the volunteers that made the GOF 
such a success: Mark Koorland, Events Chair; Bob Ross 
who suggested the location; Pete Bartelli, Concours 
Chair; along with Jan and John Reker, Registrars. 
Without great volunteers events such as these the Gather-
ing of the Faithful would not be possible so next time 
you see someone that goes the extra mile for FOG reach 
out and let them know how much they are appreciated. 
 
While on the subject of fantastic events . . . FOG will 
once again be a sponsor for the Southern 356 Drive in 
Helen GA.  This event will be held September 19-22, 
2013 to celebrate the birth of Ferry Porsche. To quote 
the “Gang of Three” (George Bryan, Curt Dansby and 

Tom McCoy) organizers of the Southern 356 Drive, 
“Think of it more as a pick-up slow pitch softball game 
at the neighborhood sandlot - with beer.  We hope you 
will come to this event with the attitude of kicking 
back; enjoying a few structured, but mostly unstruc-
tured and pick-up fun events; and spending time with 
new and old friends and our cars. It is an out of the 
norm venue reminiscent of the earliest club gatherings 
with no formal banquets and speeches . . . but plenty 
to eat, lots to do, see, and talk about, driving, and the 
ability to pull a beer from a fresh tapped keg any time 
you feel like it. This year it is a four-day event of South-
ern hospitality.”  I can attest this event is not to be 
missed!  Space is limited to only 200 participants so be 
sure to check out all the details at http://www.356fog.
com/southerndrive2013.html and sign up today!

In closing I’d like to mention we’ve had a few chang-
es within the FOG leadership. Lee Payne has been 
re-elected as Trustee and will also be serving as our 
Treasure. Pete Batelli has been elected as Trustee 
and will also be serving as our Events Chair along 
with Mark Koorland. Speedster Jack Kasmer has 
been appointed as Trustee and will also be serving 
as our Email Coordinator. Stepping down as Trust-
ees are Bob Ross and Karim Rahemtulla both whom 
I’d like to thank their service and dedication to FOG. 

Until next time,
Frank

February 2013   

Photo by Stacie Rennick
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Local Events and Tours

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and 
socialize with a truly marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. 
Since the long distances in Florida make it difficult for many members to 
attend statewide events, we have developed a system of local breakfasts 
and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.

Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every 
month. Meet at First Watch restaurant at 1221 South Orlando Avenue 
(Route 17-92), Maitland at 8:30 am. Lunch tours occasionally, but not on 
a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both the breakfasts and 
the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com or call 
at (407) 629-0248.

Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of 
every month. Location varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.
net or at (904) 529-1398, or Jon Meigs at (904) 501-4346.

Northwest Florida: Looking for a volunteer to organize local events. 
Please contact Mark Koorland at koorland@stpt.usf.edu

Southeast Florida: Looking for a volunteer to organize local events.  
Please contact Mark Koorland at koorland@stpt.usf.edu

Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 
am at First Watch Restaurant at the Publics Plaza located on University 
Parkway, just east of 1-75 (exit 213).  This draws FOGies from Naples to 
Tampa.  Contact Bob Ross at (941) 492-5214 or bobross517@gmail.com

FOG Officers & Contacts
Thru December 31, 2012

Frank Hood
President
fhood@tampabay.rr.com
(727) 564-7327
Bradenton, FL

Mark Koorland
Vice-President & Co- Event Chair
koorland@stpt.usf.edu

Lee Payne
Trustee and Treasurer
leempayne@cfl.rr.com 

John Reker
Secretary & Membership Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com
1660 Joeline Court
Winter Park, FL 32789

Pete Bartelli
Trustee and Co-Event Chair
peterbartelli@hotmail.com

Speedster Jack Kasmer
Trustee and Email Coordintor 
fog356club@comcast.net

Past Presidents of FOG
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2012
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

The FOGLight is the official publication 
of the Porsche 356 Florida Owners Group 
(FOG). It is published in even-numbered 
months. Send articles, photos and sugges-
tions to:

Janis Croft
Webmaster / FOGlight Editor
jlcfog@gmail.com

Northeast Florida group held their February meeting at the Caddyshack 
in the World Golf Village. Photo by John Lovejoy.
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Drive Those Cars Contest 
By John Reker

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
By John Reker

Susan Reid lives in Holmes Beach and has a 1959 A 
Cabriolet that she has driven from Oregon to Florida, 
among other trips. Contact at 503-887-8126.

Robby and Joan Neilson live in Anna Maria and have 
a 1960 B Roadster 1600S. Telephone 941-778-1059.

Derek and Marcy Hennecke join from Tampa.  
They have a 1965 SC Cabriolet and can be reached at 
813-951-8407.

Geoff Cecil joins from Punta Gorda.  He has a 1964 SC 
Coupe and can be reached at 281-596-0158.

Please welcome these new members, many of whom 
joined at the Gathering:

Dick and Sally York live in Anna Maria and have a 
1959 Convertible D 1600.  Contact at 941-779-9536.

Joe Vatter is one of our main Advertisers and support-
ers.  He is the owner of German Tech in Largo and can 
be reached at 727-547-0818.

Zolly and Pam Tabb join from Sarasota.  He has a 
1963 B Karmann Coupe owned since 1975. Telephone 
941-350-2275.

After initiating the Driving Contest and running it for 
five years it is time to enlist a new driver. One of our 
contestants, Dennis Brunotte, has graciously volun-
teered to take over. Dennis will be going out in late 
March for the first round of miles driven. Thank you 
Dennis!

The final results for 2012 were announced at the Gather-
ing. Awards were presented to the top ten people, and 
it was significant that nine of the top ten people were 
at the Gathering (the tenth was signed up but got sick 
at the last minute). Guess that is why they are in the 
top ten –already clocking miles for 2013. As in some 
previous years, Speedster Jack Kasmer hit five digits 
and took first place. Jack was also presented a special 
award as the “Intrepid Driver” for his many adventures 
in his Speedster over the years.

The 2012 Contest had a record 33 participants. Congrat-
ulations are due to everyone for getting out there and 
showing the world our iconic cars.  

Here are the final standings for all people over 700 
miles. 

Jack Kasmer Sebring 11688
Glenn Long Dunnellon 6802
Dan Bird Vero Beach 4481
Mark Koorland St. Petersburg 4444
Buster Venable Cocoa Beach 4173

Sharon Cobb Tampa 4156
Glen Getchell Seminole 4021
Denny Zamler Vero Beach 3334
John Reker Winter Park 3008
Alex Dearborn Osprey 2330 
Christoph Brehme Stuttgart, Germany 2152
Gary Resnick Boynton Beach 1951
Terry Garbig Citra 1700
Pete Bartelli Venice 1667
Alan Gordon Chicago, IL 1613
Dick Weiss Cincinnati, OH 1545 
Dick Bustelo Melbourne Village 1483
Mark Pribanic Neptune Beach 1397
Steve Bamdas Lighthouse Point 1392
Bob Ross Englewood 1246 
Dave DeRossett Daytona Beach 1163
Russell Clarke Cincinnati, OH 1122
Dennis Brunotte Naples 1105
Pat O’Bryant Delray Beach 841
John Boles Estero 787
Chip Reichart Vero Beach 746
Peter Cruz Marco Island 700

The Top Five Drivers
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And the GOF 2013 Winners Are . . .

Tech Quiz Queen Margaret Mini
Tech Quiz King Terry Cohen

RICH WILLIAMS AWARD
Pete Bartelli

1963 Yellow Carrera 2

CLASS NAME CAR
Pre A/A Open Gerhard Moll 1959 Silver A Cab
Pre A/A Closed Bob Schmitt 1958 Silver A Coupe
Speedster Mike Owen 1956 Black Speedster
B Open Alan Winer 1960 Black B Cab
B Closed Jamie Poole 1961 Ivory B Notchback
C Open Jim Hollars 1964 Yellow SC Cab
C Coupe Bob Ross 1965 Red C Coupe
Outlaw Dan Bird 1959 Green A SR Coupe
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Photographs taken by Janis Croft, Kathy Payne, Stacie Rennick and Connie Schmitt. Check out website for more.
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Don Boggs sent this picture taken on their drive on 
the 356th day of 2012. It’s his ‘64 coupe on the left 
and Alan Berg’s ‘64 cab on the right, taken in the 
parking lot of a restaurant south of Tallahassee to 
which they drove for lunch. Photo is by Alan Berg.                            

Member Mike Shea’s first car, a 1955 Continen-
tal coupe, that he bought when he was 18 and later 
sold. In the glove box he found a gold “Conti-
nental” script and the “Custom Coachwork by 
Reutter” badge. He still has both of those items!

Members’ News

Clay Bar
by Frank Kohly

In the June 2012 issue, we discussed car waxes, and 
more specifically natural Carnauba waxes, along with 
the new Synthetic car waxes known as “paint sealants”.  
Regardless of what type of wax you choose, proper 
preparation is key to getting that deep and brilliant 
Concours-winning shine that sets your car apart.

Before applying any wax there are a whole lot steps that 
need to be taken before any wax is served.  The wash 
is the most obvious; but assuming you have that one 
down, the second and very critical next step is the “clay 
bar detailing.”  What is “clay bar detailing”, you ask?  
Well, it’s a fairly simple task, and is used and recom-
mended by the best professional detailers and common 
among Concours participants, or anyone who wants to 
protect and preserve their high quality paint surface. It 
is likely to insure your paint will last, shine bright, and 
retain the original show room brilliance. 

The clay detailing is performed with a simple piece of 
specially engineered clay similar to what you played 
with when you were a kid. But it’s a little different. It’s 
made with a resin compound, and by properly rubbing 
it on the paint surface, it is capable of removing all the 
microscopic dirt and contaminates. The clay basically 
deep cleans everything the wash didn’t clean, and then 
some.  Remember from last month’s article that paint, 

like your skin, has pores. These pores trap dirt and all 
types of contaminants, and by waxing over dirty pores 
you not only will never get the shine and brilliance you 
want, but could actually damage your paint in the long 
run by trapping these substances under a wax coating. 
Imagine applying deodorant without properly bathing. 
Just doesn’t work too well.

Your paint is under constant attack from things like 
sunlight, brake dust, acid rain, bird droppings, bug 
remains, industrial fall-out, tree sap, and water spots. 
And the list goes on and on. Today’s modern paints, 
used in most cars after 2000, are by far better, and that 
is one reason you don’t notice so many ragged out 
cars.  These paints have 3 layers protecting the actual 
body panels. They are: the primer coat, the color base 
coat, and then the clear coat. Even with these layers of 
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protection the contaminants can still ruin the paint.  For 
the older cars it is even more essential that you keep the 
paint as clean as possible.  By using the clay bar you 
will ensure that your paint will be on the right path to 
a bright and brilliant shine, adding years of protection 
and preserving your surface. 

Clay bars typically come in small square pieces, which 
easily fit in the palm of your hand. They are readi-
ly available at most auto parts stores or can be easily 
ordered online.  They can be natural or synthetic, with 
the latter being the most common. There is a medium 
grade and a fine grade. If you have never clayed your 
car before, use the medium grade, as it takes off every-
thing including old wax.  The fine grade takes off every-
thing as well, but is used more for maintenance, if you 
want to clay and wax often.  Both are non-abrasive to 
the paint and both are effective in removing unwanted 
contaminants and wax. You can also use clay bars on 
your glass windows, and you wont believe the differ-
ence it can make.

All detailing clay requires some sort of lubricant, and 
there are plenty of products available on the market.  I 
use Meguiar’s Mist and Wipe Detailer as my lubricant, 
along with their clay. Not really sure if there is a lot of 
difference between any of these products, but I would 

purchase whatever the recommended lubricant is to the 
clay you are purchasing; just for compatibility, just in 
case. At times I have actually used very soapy water 
and that seemed to work just fine.  Product manufactur-
ers are great marketers, as you all know.

The application and use is easy, and not that time 
consuming for the amount of benefit provided.  Spray a 
small section of the car to wet the surface and work the 
clay in a back and forth motion fairly gently, but enough 
pressure to imagine yourself removing dirt and parti-
cles.  As you continue to work the area you will notice 
that the clay slides back and forth on the surface a lot 
smoother and slippery than when you started.  When 
the clay glides over the surface super easy, it is actually 
an indication that you are clean and ready to move to 
another section.  Now take a look at the bottom part of 
the clay bar and notice how much dirt was picked up in 
the process.  Now you can move on to the next section. 
But before you do, knead your clay as you would flour 
when making a loaf of bread. 

Once the car is thoroughly clayed you are one step 
closer to effectively applying the wax.  Sorry about 
that!  I need to let you know there are still two more 
steps that I haven’t mentioned yet.  Guess we’ll have to 
wait till next time.  
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SOLD!  Glaspar hardtop.  
OFFERING 6V electricals, coils, point & condenser 
sets, bulbs, relays, regulators, horns, starter solenoids.  
Vintage magazine-R&T, C&D, SCI   w/356 articles-
-$l-$l0 ea. Artwork-prints posters single & multiple 
images, some poster board mounted.  Shop manuals, 
parts books service bulletins, OLD, Not reprints, 
$20-$85, OBO. Tow bar, $45.  Engine stands, bench 
& floor.  Used speedos & tachs.  Wanted.  engine 
(vintage l957)  metal shrouding, “cover plate, front  
(539.06.645) and “cover plate”, rear, (546.06.562).  
donaldbrtltt@YAHOO.COM., or (727) 898-4823.  
45+  yrs. 356 ownership and hunting. 

For Sale: 1963 Porsche 356B (T6) Coupe-Red/Black.  

California car with matching numbers.  Never damaged 
or rusty. Excellent condition.  $64,500  Contact Tom 
Glinski at 321-446-2006 Satellite Beach FL

For Free: Porsche Parade Magazines-April ‘66 to 
Nov ‘67.  Contact Jon Ramer jxramer@earthlink.net

Classified Ads

Personal classified ads are free to FOG members and members of other regional 356 clubs. “Commercial” Classi-
fieds: Please visit www.356FOG.com/AdRates.html for rates and additional information. We will run the ad as 
many times as you wish, but you must request each renewal. Otherwise, we will assume the item has been sold.

Wanted: Convertible D
Looking for a driver
Tom Holzer
tholzer@tampabay.rr.com
813 453-8303

For Sale: 356 Metal car. 

Looks great in den ,garage,etc.$125 plus you pay 
shipping. Contact Gary Resnick at garyr356@aol.com

A pair of “P”embroided emblem and (PORSCHE) 
name shoulder-strap cushions for seatbelts. Looks great 
in car-only a few left !! $25.00 including shipping.
Contact Gary Resnick at garyr356@aol.com  

 

All the known sales literature 
on the Porsche 356, including 

paint numbers, Spyder brochures, 
a rare look at the 917, Carrera RS, 

Marine & Aircraft Engines, Rotorcycle, 
A, B & C Accessory Books and the 

early Speedster. Double autographed 
by Susann Miller and Richard Merritt. 

320 pages, hardcover, b&w reproduction. 
www.porschebooks.org to review book. 

Email Susann with questions: 
susannart@aol.com 

REGULAR PRICE: $75 
SPECIAL PRICE TO FOG MEMBERS: 

$50 includes shipping 
 
Send your check or money order to: 
Susann Miller, 
340 12th Avenue, South 
Naples, FL 34102 
or call: 239-821-8281 for credit card orders 
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Book Review: The Lost Spyder by C.S. Michael
by Lee Payne

“With a loud screech, Byrd 
pulled open the door of his 
aging Ford Bronco. The 
vehicle had once boasted a 
pristine coat of snow white, 
but over the years assumed 
a dull cream patina. Its 
fading paint was peppered 
with chocolate mud and clay 
accents. His was the rare 
SUV that was actually driven 
off road. It had the dents, 

I was pleasantly surprised. It was a good read. It had 
all of the ingredients of contemporary fiction – crime, 
wealth, drama, sex, violence – with a smattering 
of Porsche history and current facts for interest. For 
example, our heroes travel to the new Porsche North 
America headquarters in Atlanta, then across the pond 
to the factory and museum with interesting insights on 
both. 

Michael’s writing style reminded me of one of my 
favorite fiction authors, Nelson DeMille, of Plum 
Island and Gold Coast fame – especially his character, 
John Corey, who like Byrd is a bit of a cynic and livens 
up the narrative with witty sarcasm.

You probably would like to know how this down-on-
his-luck aspiring lawyer cum “Peeping Tom” came 
to be involved with one of the rarest and as you will 
discover, heretofore unknown, Porsches ever built. I’ll 
leave the details to your read, but let’s just say he is 
hired by this stunningly beautiful, incredibly wealthy 
heiress to find her missing estranged father, whom she 
believes to be on a quest to find a one-of-a kind 550 
Spyder. Kristen Callahan hires Byrd because she wants 
no publicity or police involvement, and he is “off the 
radar” with his lack of success. They could not be more 
different, and the fireworks fly.

Wealthy retired entrepreneur John Christian (J.C.) 
Callahan is in trouble. His over confidence may have 
cost him his life this time, and no one knows where 
he is or what he is doing – just the way he planned 
it. His fate; that of one of the rarest cars ever built; 
and his relationship with his daughter all depend on 
Charlie Byrd and Kristen Callahan being able to stand 
each other long enough to solve the puzzle of the The 
Lost Spyder.

Editor’s Note: The Tech Quiz with answers and the GOF Tour map have been posted on our web site under GOF 
2013. Please send in your ads, photos and news items along with technical articles and literary reviews to Janis 
Croft, jlcfog@gmail.com.

dings, and dirt to prove it. The only regular washing it 
received came in the form of acid rain. Yes, he liked the 
color. He liked the odor. He liked the frayed cloth seats 
with their spongy cushions and faded fabric. He liked 
the squeaks and rattles that seemed to erupt from every 
part of the vehicle. Best of all, Byrd liked the fact that 
he, not the bank, owned the damn thing.” 

Thus suggests the metaphor for the life of Bronco owner 
Charlie Byrd – penniless law student with student loans 
amassing monthly, trying to make ends meet by hiring 
out as a private detective. Not happy with his station, 
and resentful and antagonistic of those with more. His 
was not the glamorous  PI work of Magnum or Mannix, 
but the seedy side of the business where he spent hours 
upon hours in his faded Bronco outside motels watch-
ing the pillars of Birmingham, Alabama society come 
and go, confirming spousal suspicions. 

Actually I wasn’t expecting much when my good friend 
asked me if I wanted to read The Lost Spyder. His 
daughter had given it to him as a Christmas present, 
knowing his affinity for anything Porsche. In my view, 
many times when a book tries to combine a hobby and a 
good read, neither gets accomplished. So, I said, “what 
the heck.....it has a picture of a 550 Spyder on the cover, 
and the title isn’t spelled The Lost Spider, so I’ll give it 
a try.”
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FOGlight Editor


