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December 2016

BoB Barker on the road again 
1,600 miles of smiles and drool

Scooter Gabel with his trusty companion, Bob Barker, return from the road and report on their most recent trip.  See page 4.
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Performance Service & Support

At Troysport, we share your passion for Porsche. 
Our 40 years of experience allows us to offer the  

following services for the complete line of Porsche vehicles.

Engine: 
maintenance, updates and repairs;  
rebuilds to factory or race specs

Transaxle service: 
street; performance; custom gearing

Restoration: 
interior, exterior, structural, top installation

In addition we offer: 
DE and race prep as well as full race car 
builds and driver coaching

407-297-7733   www.troysport.com

3838 Commerce Loop, Orlando, Fl., 32803

For consultation or an appointment call Sid at:

FOG Officers & Contacts

Past Presidents of FOG
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

Alan Winer, Trustee (2017)
President and Membership Chair
alanwiner@356FOG.com
8311 C.R. 208
Saint Augustine, FL 32092

Pete Bartelli, Trustee (2016)
Vice-President & Event Chair
peterbartelli@hotmail.com

Lee Payne, Trustee (2016)
Treasurer
leempayne@cfl.rr.com 

Speedster Jack Kasmer,  
Trustee (2017) 
Email Coordinator 
356Fog@comcast.net

Sharon Cobb
Trustee (2017)
sacobb75@gmail.com

John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com

Janis Croft
Webmaster/FOGlight Editor 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Paul Raben 
Facebook Administrator 
Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group 

The FOGLight is the official 
publication of the Porsche 356 
Florida Owners Group (FOG). It 
is published in even-numbered 
months. Send articles, photos 
and suggestions to: Janis Croft, 
Webmaster / FOGlight Editor at 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Kevin Brooks joins from Parkland, FL. He 
currently owns a ’68 912 and a 70 911T and 
hopes to acquire a 356 in the near future. 
His contact is 954-931-0258.

Hermage Coward resides in N. Charles-
ton, SC and is the owner of a 1961 Karmann 
Hardtop with a 912 engine. His contact id 
843-55-0777.

Bruce and Donna Edge are from Colum-
bia, SC and they drive a 1956 A Coupe. The 
contact info is 803-206-4207. 

Tom & Linda Keating join from Newport 
Beach, CA. Tom has been involved with 
Porsches for over 100 years. He is the owner 

WelCOme NeW members
Alan Winer, Membership Chair

of a 1964 C Coupe and can be contacted at 
585-709-6592. 

Dave Miller and Beth Weiss join us from 
China Grove, NC. The drive a 1964 C 
Coupe and Dave is hoping to restart the 
stalled restoration of a Typ 64 replica. His 
contact is 704-433-5688.

Bob Mulica and Susan Tannehill join 
from Cornelius, SC. They are the owners of 
a 1965 C Coupe. They may be contacted at 
704-361-9407.

Gary and Gladys Raymond join from 
Lexington, SC. The are the owners of a 
1960 B Coupe and a 1965 C Coupe. They 
can be contacted at 803-520-7166.

mailto:alanwiner1@gmail.com
mailto:peterbartelli%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:leempayne%40cfl.rr.com?subject=
mailto:fog356club%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:sacobb75@gmail.com
mailto:jreker%40cfl.rr.com?subject=
mailto:jlcfog%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jlcfog%40gmail.com?subject=
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Presidentʼs Perspective

dark matter
by Alan Winer

Always have been a late night person, years ago when Janis 
and I where raising a family it was about the only quiet 
time. Three boys finally sleeping, big old black Lab final-
ly stopped running in and out of the dog portal and settled 
down, and Janis fast asleep. I would stay up until 2AM and 
watch the science and universe shows, a routine to which 
I’m still addicted. One of the shows that intrigued me and 
still does was the Universe episode of “Dark Matter.” To 
refresh everyone’s memory,  “Dark Matter” is an uniden-
tified type of matter comprising approximately 27% of 
the mass and energy in the observable universe that is not 
accounted for by dark energy, baryonic matter (ordinary 
matter), and neutrinos.

“Dark Matter” and many other things totally perplex me, I 
don’t mean things like when someone picks all the cashew 
nuts out of the party nut mix but how about when you actual-
ly resolve an issue with your car and have no idea how you 
accomplished it. Things such as this may just fall into the 
category of Dark Matter > subcategory Dark Car Repair.

Heading out for a major car event always has some amount of 
enjoyable anticipation surrounding it. Similar to when your 
one year old attempts to walk across your mother’s white 
carpet with a glass of grape juice or like when you take that 
big young energetic Lab pup into the 
woods and remove the leash. Is he 
going to obey or take off like a roman 
candle? So you have your car clean 
and checked mechanically, tools 
and parts packed requiring more of 
the allotted space than luggage. You 
are prepared just in case. It’s always 
satisfying to repair a car on the road, 
it gives a good sense of confidence 
and is even more satisfying when it’s not your car.

Here’s an example, albeit with a British car . . . no need 
for hyperventilating. It was late afternoon before we were 
to head out to the Southeastern Austin Healey Classic and 
my BN4 100/6 was just running great; exhaust rumbling like 
only Healeys do and everything was smooth and responsive. 
Took it down the river to Buddy Boys Convenience Store 
and gas station, home of the large pizza and 6 pack of Bud 
Lite for $12.99 . . . Tuesday nights only, to fill up on that 
non-ethanol gas. About two miles out it felt like I was riding 
one of those mechanical bulls in Lubbock TX.  Crap!!!! 
I pulled off the road and checked under the “bonnet,” all 
wires and connections seemed tight. How could this happen 
at the last minute—the car was running great? Ah yes, it’s 

that dreaded Lucas rotor, guaranteed to fail. Not a problem 
because I was carrying the new Lucas rotor version guaran-
teed to fail. Well, that didn’t do it. Fuel was extremely low 
and the fuel senders are erratic, it’s probably running out of 
gas. Call Janis, please bring that container of gas in the shop. 
She arrives with that smile that could either mean glad to 
help or I can’t believe you are having trouble just before we 
are supposed to leave. Well, it wasn’t the fuel either.

Got it back to the shop and started checking. Fuel system 
was good, ignition and timing were good so started replac-
ing: new coil-no change, new condenser-no change, new 
distributor cap-no change, new plugs-no change, checked 
everything again and again and still no change. Getting to 
the end of ideas so I put in a new set of wires-no change.  I 
decided to walk away for a bit.

I went back into the house, made a cup of coffee, sat in 
my old leather chair and stared at the ceiling—a ritual that 
has become more frequent. It’s getting late now and we’re 
leaving early tomorrow morning, I need to resolve this. So I 
headed back to the shop with absolutely no viable plan. I just 
sat in the car, continued my ceiling staring ritual and eventu-
ally push the starter button. It fired up and ran as smooth 
and precise as before. This did not make any mechanical 

sense. There was a sense of gratifi-
cation that the problem was resolved 
but I had learned nothing. I did not 
feel responsible for the results. I can 
only speculate that while I was in the 
house some aspect of “Dark Matter,” 
invisible and beyond comprehension, 
passed through the shop and realigned 
various molecular discrepancies. 

Early the next morning we headed out to hook up with other 
Healeys for the trip. At the end of our road we turned north 
onto SR 13 which runs alongside the Saint Johns River. A 
beautiful morning, warm and sunny and the rising sun over 
the river was a postcard view. I pushed down on the accel-
erator. The big Healey’s exhaust started its infamous throaty 
rumbling crescendo, I shifted through the gears, a symphony 
of mechanical noise and aroma of petro-chemicals. It headed 
down the road like that Lab puppy free and running through 
the woods. I could sense Janis smiling, she actually thought 
I knew what I was doing and had repaired the problem. I’ll 
go with that!

Looking forward to seeing you at the GOF!
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After a long hot summer furiously restoring a car for Amelia 
Island Concours, Bob and I were overdue for a vacation. A 
good friend has a place in Gerton, NC and offered it to us 
in exchange for some rides in the 356. Fair trade! We origi-
nally planned to spend a day at the HSR event in Hutchinson 
Island on the way up, but the aforementioned project delayed our departure. So, we left Tampa on Halloween morning with 
the luggage on the rack and the top down for 13 hours of driving. 

Fortunately the weather was ideal and the car (as always) ran flawlessly. As we made our way through South Carolina, the 
temperature and the sun started to drop quickly. Fortunately the roads were so much fun that we didn't want to stop to put 
the top up!

The little cabin that would be home for 8 days was positioned just above a medium sized stream that had more little water-
falls than one could count, no TV and limited phone reception. In other words... it was perfect! As the sun woke us up the 
next day I saw for the first time ever the vibrant red, yellow and green trees that make autumn so spectacular. It was like 
being in a model railroad layout.

Gerton is about half way between Lake Lure and Asheville - 20 minutes 
to either - and the Blue Ridge is even closer. We spent each morning 
enjoying the beautiful surroundings of the cabin while the tempera-
ture climbed into the upper 70s. Then we piled in the car to go explore. 
Again, I have never been anywhere that has changing leaves, and they 
happened to be at their peak. It looked like it was raining foliage the 
whole time. Amazing! Each day we would take off in a different direc-
tion. We started by going up through the mountains around Lake Lure 
(Bob persuaded me to rent a boat the next day) which was named one of 
the three most beautiful lakes in THE WORLD by National Geographic. 
Chimney Rock, Bat Cave, Black Mountain, Asheville, long stretches of 
the Blue Ridge Parkway, and of course, The Biltmore Estate. 

A week was just long enough to learn that we need to come back. We 
broke up the drive home with a stop in Savannah that included a ghost 
tour in a hearse and drinks at the oldest bar in Georgia. It was another 
great road trip made infinitely better by doing it in a 356 with Bob. 

Photographs by Scooter Gabel and Annie 
Okerlin.

on the road again
By Scooter Gabel
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Once again Space Coast PCA put on a delightful event 
November 12 for all Porsches. It was a combined BBQ/
Picnic/Concours/Swap Meet—something for everybody.  
FOG was invited to participate in conjunction with the 
awarding of the Kirk Stowers Memorial Trophy for the first 
place People’s Choice winner among 356’s. Kirk was 356 
FOG President from 2003 to 2007 and owner of Stowers 356 
Restoration shop.

We had a fine turnout of ten 356’s. Impressively, we had 
members who drove to Cocoa from as far away as Jackson-
ville, St. Petersburg and Sebring. Third place for 356 was 
George Dunn with his 1965 C Cabriolet pictured (lower 
left) with wife Patricia and Steve Hoffman, overall event 
Chairman for Space Coast. Second place was John O’Steen 
with his 1964 SC Cabriolet also pictured with Steve (lower 
right). First place winner, and recipient of the Kirk Stowers 
Memorial Trophy, was Steve Hoffman himself with his 
newly restored 1964 C Coupe. Steve is pictured (on right) 
being awarded the trophy by Rosemary, Kirk’s widow.

oktoBerfest 2016
By John Reker

Separate from the 356 class we had two FOG members do well on judged concours awards.  Lee Payne won his class with 
his 2006 C4S Cabriolet. Mike Owen, with his fine 1969 911 S, won his class as well as People’s Choice and Best In Show.

Overall I counted 22 FOG members – a fine showing, and it was fun to catch up with each other. Our thanks to Space Coast 
for a well organized event. We look forward to next year.

 John O’Steen and George Dunn with their respective 356s. A field of ten 356s parked upfront and center. Photos by John Reker.
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driving Update
by Dennis Brunotte

Another successful year for our FOG driving contest is 
drawing to a close, and once again we thank all those who 
submitted their regular interim reports throughout the year 
as participants in our ninth annual edition of our driving fun.  

The contest ends when we put our 356s away the evening of 
Sunday, December 18.

Those of you able to calculate your mileage driven during 
2016 but who haven’t submitted your driving history yet this 
year may add your entry by emailing  dkbrunotte@gmail.
com.  Final miles for all our contest drivers will appear in the 
February FOGlight newsletter.

Those participants who have driven over 500 miles to this 
point in 2016 are listed here: 
Jim Bruton Winter Park 15,961
Jack Kasmer Sebring 11,197
Jim Spears Madeira Beach 6,695
John Reker Winter Park 6,602
Allen Peerson Jupiter 6,182
Mark Pribanic Neptune Beach 5,916
Glen Getchell Seminole 3,589
George Dunn St. Petersburg 3,520
Sharon Cobb Tampa 2,828
Bill Cooper Jacksonville 2,601
Chip Reichart Vero Beach 2,031
Steve Bamdas Lighthouse Point 1,932
Alan Winer St. Augustine 1,919
Curt Dansby Charlotte, NC 1,882
Dan Bird Vero Beach 1,470
Dick Weiss Cincinnati, OH 1,335
Dennis Brunotte Naples 1,321
John Boles Estero 1,305
Paul Raben Fort Lauderdale 1,275
Volker Schneeman University Park 1,214
Alex Dearborn Osprey 1,176
Glenn Long Dunnellon 1,005
Susan Remillard Southwest Ranches 879
Mark Hebb Jacksonville 790
Russ Hibbard Lake Worth 728
Bob Tone Sarasota 610
Denny Zamler West Palm Beach 582
Steve Hoffman Cocoa 532
Karen Walker Cocoa 501

reader’s PersPeCtive 
Zen in the “Art of Parking”

by Christoph T. Brehme

What a great article Alan wrote about the “Zen in the Art 
of Trailering,” but as you all know, Gaby and I live during 
the summer in our home near Zuffenhausen. Everybody who 
has been in Germany knows that it is a small country in the 
middle of Europe surrounded by nine other countries and 
our 82 million people are squeezed in on a piece of land half 
the size of Texas! So parking space is also very limited and 
one can hardly open the doors of a car or even worse back 
up with a trailer....

Conclusion: You need help from your co-pilot (means 
Gaby), who is leading my way through all the spots we have 
travelled so far around the world and sure in the old days 
without the help of a GPS. She, like Janis, is also a great 
driving companion and tells me constantly everything about 
speed signs or traps. We have the same directional disputes, 
even with the GPS on, because rest assured, Gaby will find a 
“better way“ from A to B on the old fashioned map lying on 
her lap than the GPS could. 

Parking is so easy for me—using my two outside mirrors and 
knowing how wide or long our various classical Porsches 
are. All of them having no cameras or those beeping devices 
front or rear.  

When it comes to backing up, Gaby uses the same full reper-
toire which Alan described so well. After 45 years being 
married, I think we need “parking“ counseling to overcome 
these frightening and nerve wrecking scenarios, because the 
more she is “trying to help me” the more confused I get. Over 
all these years, I have tried to teach Gaby how to park using 
empty lots or orange cones so she can get the car proper-
ly aligned to the curb or fit the car into that tiny space we 
just found finally after circling the block. Sorry, no progress 
so it’s always me to handle parking and the best advice I 
can give her: “Please don’t interfere, stop talking for just a 
couple of seconds, and don’t answer incoming calls.”

Both of us had a blast and a big lasting laughter, when 
reading Alan’s lines, as he is totally right. I presume plenty 
of couples experience similar difficulties. Thanks Alan again 
for that wonderful article, always to be remembered.

We have received an invitation via email from Fernando RIBEIRO, Secrétaire, Porsche 
Classic Club Luxembourg to the “International Porsche Classic Meeting Luxembourg”.

You will find all the information concerning the event on the following link: https://pcml.lu

https://pcml.lu
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the 2017 POrsChe 356 FOG 
10th gathering of the faithfUl (gof)

Crystal river, FlOrida
February 2-5, 2017

The 10th Gathering is being held at the beautiful Plantation on Crystal River, Florida, about 80 miles equidistant from 
Tampa and Orlando. The Concours site is on the point overlooking Kings Bay and Crystal River. This year’s GOF is 
expanded to four days to enjoy the area which includes many outstanding activities. Information about optional boat 
tours, shopping and local attractions will be published on the website.

Where: Plantation on Crystal River
 9301 W. Fort Island Trail 
 Crystal River, Florida 34429 
 Reservations: 800.632.6262
 Information: 352.795.4211

Hotel Reservations/General Info: Special FOG rates for 
the standard rooms are $119 plus 9% tax. These rates are 
in effect three days prior and three days after our event. 
Reservations are to be made direct by each attendee by 
calling 800-632-6262 and mentioning “Porsche 356 Flori-
da Owners Group.”  Book early! Submitting your event 
and hotel registration early, helps us determine the number 
of rooms and meals to secure.

Event Registration: $90 per person for the complete 
weekend. If you can only join us for Saturday, you can 
participate in the daytime events: self driving tours and 
voting in the Concours for $15. 

Registration/Admin questions:   
Contact Registrars John & Jan Reker 
JReker@cfl.rr.com 
or 407-629-0248

Overall Event Questions:
Contact Stacie Renick at 
stacie@crabil.com

Go to the 2017 GOF link on the FOG website for more details and to register!
http://www.356fog.cityslide.com/2017-gof.html

FOG reGiONal mONthly meetiNGs

Northeast group met for a home cooked breakfast at the Lovejoy’s cabin on Black Creek. Mark Hebb, Alan Winer, Janis 
Croft, Judy Ackerman, Jim & Cathy Voss, Joan & Ed Poole, John & Harriet Lovejoy and Charles and Lauren Fizer. Photo-
graph by Cole D. Mandt.

Deadline for FOG 

Room Rate: Jan. 3

Reserve Now!

mailto:JReker%40cfl.rr.com?subject=
mailto:stacie%40crabil.com?subject=
http://www.356fog.cityslide.com/2017-gof.html
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 356 tiP COrNer
“Techtonics—Little hints that won’t move 
the earth but might help around the shop”

by Curt Dansby

This is not an original idea. I first heard it on Car Talk. I love 
those guys and credit must be given where due. I had intend-
ed to share this “parlor trick” some time ago but did not want 
it to be a re-enactment.  

So while the Porsche Gods were on holiday (as far as I can 
tell this is most of July and a portion of August) and Murphy 
apparently set up a cot in the corner of my shop, I got to 
do it for real. Many of you run the aftermarket sump plate 
with the drain plug—a great convenience. I would guess that 
many of you also suffer from the same sickness as I do: $600 
for an aluminum oil cooler (“How do you want payment?”) 
but $2 for an aluminum crush washer (“You have got to be 
kidding me.”). I have reused these washers before and it 

First: Put a plastic bag over the oil filler vent tube with a 
rubber band to seal. 

Second: Put a vacuum hose into the oil filler with some 
plastic or a rubber glove to somewhat seal the cavity.

You will notice I used my shop vac to do this. Ideally you 
would want to use that nice Miele Upright that lives in the 
house (German vacuum for a German car, it just makes 
sense). But in this particular case, I was tired and did not 
want to lug it down from the house plus Nancy happened to 
be home at the time. The neat thing here is no oil gets into 
the vacuum as there is enough head space between the filler 
and the oil in the sump to prevent it from being pulled over 
that void space—especially when the drain plug is out and 
you are introducing air into the system. If you do use the 
Miele, you will notice the aroma of motor oil will stay in the 
bag filter for a little while afterwards. I find that when you 
are pressed to use the Miele for it’s primary purpose it makes 
housework seem more like being in the shop (you may want 
to run it for the first couple of times when the significant 
other is not home).

seems they will work more than once but you don’t know 
how many times until you find out it is one time too many. 
So knowing I was going to run this engine for about an hour 
and then change the oil, I decided to re-use the old crush 
washer and replace it afterwards. Well, turns out I had to 
pull the engine again before running it (a separate story) so 
I drained the newly filled oil (that I was able to catch) into 
a clean 5 quart oil bottle. After re-installing (for the second 
time, but before re-filling with oil), I noticed a little drip trail 
on the floor from the drain plug. I found that curious but 
other thoughts were predominating. When I did refill with 
oil, I heard something rattle in the bottle. Well when I had 
first removed the drain plug, the washer had stuck to the 
sump plate and fell into the bottle. I did not notice it was 
missing from the plug when I re-installed (hey I was a little 
stressed out at the moment- remember this was just prior 
to engine removal number two). So ok, finally something 
easy in this trying journey. Just remove the drain plug, put 
the washer back on it and re-install without losing any oil, 
(“sure” you say). Well here’s how:

Third: Turn on the vacuum, remove the drain plug and voila! 
No oil comes out. 
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Use the message Board

An alternative way to post Sale and WTB items and for 
asking technical advice. To prevent spammers, there will be 
one universal password for easy access. To post or reply, you 
need to personally register following the site instructions. 
Save personal password to use for removing your ads and to 
make future postings. 

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a truly marvelous group of people–
our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, 
we have developed a system of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.

Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch tours occasionally, but not on a fixed sched-
ule. To receive notice/reminders of both the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com or 
call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month. Location varies. Contact Jim Voss at 
vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.
Northwest Florida: Looking for a volunteer to organize local events. Please contact Pete Bartelli at peterbartelli@hotmail.com
Southeast Florida: First Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at Cucina dell’ Arte, 257 Royal Poinciana Way, Palm Beach, FL. 
Phone: (561) 655-0770. Indoor and Outdoor seating options. Free parking in front of restaurant. RSVP if attending to Randy 
Gananathan at rdganathan@gmail.com.
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at First Watch Restaurant at the Publix Plaza locat-
ed on University Parkway, just east of 1-75 (exit 213).  This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa.  Contact Fernando Lopez at 
(727) 417-1120 or mk2lopez@yahoo.com

lOCal eveNts aNd tOurs

mailto:JReker@cfl.rr.com
mailto:vossjax@bellsouth.net
mailto:peterbartelli%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:rdganathan@gmail.com
mailto:mk2lopez@yahoo.com
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FOGlight Editor
8311 C.R. 208
St. Augustine, FL 32092

Mike and Debbie Owen did a fantastic job organizing 
the first weekend long Gathering of the Faithful at the 
Lakeside Inn in Mt. Dora held in January, 2008. Join us 
Feb. 2-5, 2017 to celebrate our 10th Anniversary of the 
Gathering at Crystal River!

Celebrating 10 Years of gof

Photos courtesy of Connie Schmitt


