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Mike Davis

corporate secretary, John Reker. The election closes on
December 15th, and we‟ll send out an email blast with the
results. Thanks to Lee Payne and Bob Ross for throwing
their hats into the ring.

I can‟t believe this is my last President‟s Message.
It doesn‟t seem like that long ago that I was writing my
first! Having served FOG for two two-year terms, I thought
it was time to step aside and let some other members play
an active role in the running of our great club. Having held
the positions of treasurer and webmaster previously, I can
tell you that it has been a real pleasure to serve such an
enthusiastic and diverse group.

We‟ve also made the process of paying your FOG
dues easier this year for those who prefer to use PayPal.
Again, the savings come in the form of postage and paper
as well as the time spent on the process by John Reker,
our membership chair and email coordinator. John is a
tireless worker for FOG, but we don‟t want to wear him
out!

Mark Pribanic‟s Trustee term is also expiring at the
end of this year. Mark‟s new corporate catering business is
doing so well that he can no longer serve as the FOG
webmaster. Please call or email me if you might be
interested in taking over as webmaster. It does not require
any programming or specialized computer ability and it‟s a
great way of keeping your finger on the pulse of what is
happening in the club. If you are a Facebook fan, we are
also looking for a member to take over as the administrator
of our page.

Continuing in the electronic theme, the
registration for the 2011 Gathering of the Faithful is done
online. This makes it much easier for the registrar to keep
track of attendees and provides a convenient method of
payment using PayPal. If you haven‟t done so already,
register by visiting the FOG website (www.356fog.com)
and clicking on the page for the 2011 Gathering. Hotel
reservations at the Lakeside Inn in Mt. Dora must be made
separately by calling the hotel at (800) 556-5016. Be sure
to ask for the special rate for our group. See Frank Hood‟s
article in this issue for more details on the weekend.

So two of your trustees are rotating off at the end
of this year, and three trustees begin the second year of
their initial two-year term – Frank Hood (also the 2010
Event Chair), Mark Koorland, and Karim Rahemtulla (also
our treasurer.)

Lastly, we are still seeking sponsors for the 2011
Gathering. Sponsorships are a prime factor in the success
of our major annual event, so please help if you can.
Information on sponsorship is set forth on the FOG website
on the 2011 Gathering page. Thanks for supporting your
club!

By now you have received your ballot for the 2010
trustee election. This year we conducted the balloting
electronically for all members for whom we had a valid
email address. We sent out the traditional post card ballot
to the 17 members for whom we lack an email address.
This method of balloting saved our club over $100 in
postage and paper, not to mention the time of our

It has been a pleasure to serve as your president.
Mike
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WEST COAST HOLIDAY – THE
GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE UGLIEST

Enter Kirk Stowers, who was working feverishly to
finish Dan Bird‟s „59 Outlaw that Kirk was going to trailer out to
Utah for Dan. Kathy and I were sitting home Tuesday night
before the Holiday weekend, having a drink and minding our
own business, when we got a call from Kirk. “You‟re going to
the West Coast Holiday,” he said in a tone that seemed like it
was a done deal. Since Kirk doesn‟t drink much, and as far as I
know takes no drugs other than an aspirin once in awhile, I
couldn‟t imagine what he was thinking, since we had told him
previously we had decided not to go – plus registration had
closed some time back.

Lee M. Payne

My wife Kathy loves to travel anywhere, anytime, to
any place. Even all of her years traveling during her career as
a civilian with the military and the recent onerous procedures
of air travel have not dampened her enthusiasm for going to
new places. So, when she heard that the West Coast Holiday
was going to be in Park City, Utah, this year, she was excited
and wanted to go. We have attended some local events and a
couple of Gatherings of the Faithful in our two years in FOG,
but since our 59 A Cabriolet is still under restoration at Kirk
Stowers‟ shop, I haven‟t been too enthusiastic about spending
a lot of money to go to a Holiday without a car.

Enter Buster Venable who was working feverishly to
get his Roadster ready for the Holiday. After going back and
forth on whether to drive his Roadster to Utah from Naples –
being a shoo-in for most miles traveled – or trailer it, he had
opted to drive it. Leaving Sunday from Naples, he made it to
St. Louis when he started having some pain, and checked into
a hotel for the night. The pain got worse, and before the night
was over, he was in the hospital with a suspected obstruction
somewhere you don‟t want to be obstructed. Needless to say,
Utah was out of the question. Kirk‟s call was to tell us we could
take Buster‟s registration and reservations if we wanted to go
to the Holiday after all. Having listened to Kathy whine for the
previous few weeks about opting out of the Holiday, I was
ready to relent. She found us some very reasonable flights,
and Thursday morning we were off to Park City.

But Park City sounded like fun to me too, so Kathy
began planning the trip, which she enjoys almost as much as
the trip itself. Of course, it couldn‟t be simple, like flying from
Orlando to Salt Lake City. She had a free ticket she wanted to
use, and she wanted to see Cher in Las Vegas. So initial
planning included somehow flying from Orlando to Las Vegas,
getting Cher tickets, and attending the show, then renting a
car and driving up to Park City. Only Kathy would have the
optimism to think that all of that could come together. It
didn‟t. We couldn‟t use the free ticket for one of the many
reasons you can never use a free ticket when you want. Cher
was sold out when we needed to be there for the show. It was
starting to get very expensive to work around, pay the late
registration fees, etc. So we decided not to go.

Meanwhile, Kirk, on the road towing the Outlaw, also
called Vic Skirmants after hearing from Buster in the hospital,
to see if he knew anyone in the St. Louis area that might pick
up Buster‟s Roadster and keep it in a safe place. Vic put out an
emergency notice on the Registry website, and Reid and Liz
Vann graciously responded, picked up Buster‟s Roadster at the
hotel, and took it to their shop, where it was secure until
Buster could get back up there to pick it up. After being
treated and stabilized, Buster was able to fly home in a couple
of days and see his own doctor in Naples. He is now fine and
back assisting Kirk in restoring another Roadster and
continuing the restoration of his own Convertible D. He flew
back to St. Louis the first week in November and drove the
Roadster back home to Naples.
But I digress. By Thursday afternoon, Kathy and I,
along with Kirk‟s wife Rosemary, had flown in and awaited Kirk
with the Outlaw. Dan and Neila Bird had flown in the day
before. So although FOG didn‟t have a large contingent at the
West Coast Holiday, there were six of us to carry the flag,
albeit not the sunshine. And another familiar FOG member,
Ken Shearer, drove up on Saturday from his summer home in
Durango to make it an even seven of us.
Park City was rainy and cold Thursday and Friday. It
was a shame to see all of the beautiful 356s driving into the
hotel parking lot in the rain, when you knew a lot of hard work
had gone into getting them ready for the Holiday. The worst
thing was that the hill climb was rained out, and a lot of people
had come just for that event. It would have been a great run,
since it was to be conducted up the mountain where the 2002
Winter Olympics ski jumping events were held.

I Don’t Think We’re in Florida Anymore, Toto
Photo by Lee Payne

For us flatlanders, the tour out to Mirror Lake in the
Uinta Mountains sounded like fun, and it was absolutely
spectacular. We borrowed Dan and Neila‟s beautiful Mercedes
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GL 350 Blue Tec tow car, which Kirk had just driven for three
days, and even though we had to be at the end of the tour, it
didn‟t matter. The tour pretty much fell apart in traffic before
we got out of civilization, and no one seemed to know where
Mirror Lake was anyway. Kathy and I eventually found it, but
by then we were by ourselves driving through a Winter
wonderland of snow, frozen lakes, cowboys on horseback
driving cows down the road, and a nudist camp that was
closed due to diseased mosquitoes. (Another story for another
time)

Buster wasn‟t the only one to experience bad luck, it
seems. Since Kirk was towing the Outlaw back to Florida, he
agreed to take our luggage, Dan and Neila‟s luggage, and of
course his and Rosemary‟s luggage, back in the tow vehicle.
That saved the Paynes $25.00 in a checked bag fee!
Unfortunately it cost us all thousands of dollars when someone
broke into the Mercedes when Kirk stopped for the night in
Chattanooga, Tennessee. We all lost things that were valuable
or irreplaceable. I lost a leather coat that I bought four years
ago in Florence, Italy. Kirk lost a leather coat and his laptop.
Rosemary lost all of her luggage. Dan and Neila lost
everything, plus had a $1,600 damage bill for the brand new
GL 350 Blue Tec. Insurance was spotty. Some of us got some
of the loss covered, depending on our deductible, and others,
like Kirk, didn‟t have any coverage.

The weather was thankfully clear, yet a little chilly
and windy for the People‟s Choice Concours on Saturday. I
have not heard yet how many 356s were on Main Street there
in Park City, but it had to be at least 150 – 200. Stretching
from the bottom up to the top of the hill of this quaint mining
town, it was hard to get to see them all, much less decide
which ones to vote for – other than Dan and Neila‟s Outlaw, of
course. Add to the atmosphere the fact that the theater where
the Sundance Film Festival is held was midway up the hill, this
was the perfect setting for a concours.

We all have mixed emotions about the West Coast
Holiday experience, but I think we agree we had fun while we
were there, met a great bunch of 356ers, and saw some
fabulous cars. And actually, even though he couldn‟t attend,
Buster got the last laugh. He didn‟t lose any luggage. Plus,
they awarded the mileage prize to a couple that had driven all
over the country on vacation before coming to Park City.
Buster‟s direct mileage from Florida wouldn‟t have won
anyway.

The Awards Banquet was also outstanding, as were
the food and wine served. There was even a Porsche A.G. rep
there. He is the factory liaison with the “older” Porsche groups.
That‟s specialization! I talked to him about my trip to the
factory in 1981 when the original Porsche Clubs liaison, Isle
Nadele gave my travelling companions and me a tour of the
factory (including the 928 line), and treated us to lunch at the
Executive Cantina. He told me she was retired now but still
active in the clubs‟ activities.

Support Our Advertisers
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Porsche Heaven

Our next stop was an even bigger treat for the eyes:
Gunnar Racing. Kevin Jeannette, the owner is a colorful
character, a California transplant who oversees possibly the
largest Porsche restoration facility outside of Porsche itself.
Many of you recall our visits to the Collier Collection in Naples
and the outstanding display of Porsches, racing and street
cars. Well, Gunnar Racing is one of the restorers responsible
for many of the cars on display.

Karim Rahemtulla
It was a cool morning in late October- reason enough
to take a nice long drive in my 356C. Little did I know the day
was going to get better, much better. The 356 Florida Owners
Group (FOG) had arranged to visit two “Porsche” facilities in
Palm Beach, Klub Sport Racing and Gunnar Racing Both had
been billed as must sees for any Porschephile, and especially
for 356ers.

In a maze of shops in his compound Jeannette is
sitting on Porsche history to the tune of several million dollars
of inventory in process. From race cars with LeMans pedigrees
to 100 point RS‟s, you‟ll find it all at Gunnar…including a 914
pick up truck. One of the more interesting cars is a fiberglass
356 owned at one time by Vasek Polak – he wanted to sell
them…but the idea didn‟t take off. A special car that was being
finished off was Kevin‟s own 356C – a common bond. The car
is the newest member of FOG.

John Reker, Mike Davis, and I met up at Mike‟s house
at around 7 a.m. By 9:30, we were pulling off the turnpike for
our first stop, Klub Sport. Tucked away in an industrial park,
Klub Sport offers a comprehensive Porsche facility dedicated to
service and to racing. Step inside the immaculate shop, and
you are regaled first by posters from every era and locale of
Porsche Racing. Some of the posters are even signed by the
racers pictured.

No one will ever be able to accuse Kevin of being shy.
He spent the better part of two hours regaling us with stories
and the history behind every car and engine in his shop. He
went through his method of investigating how to come up with
the true history of a particular racecar – whether it was really
the car that won the race, or a spare body. His forensic
knowledge of vehicles was most impressive –which it needs to
be, since many of his customers routinely drop seven figures
for a car BEFORE the restoration.

Once you get your eyes off the posters, the real
treats are on the shop floor. Smack dab in the middle was a
beautiful 1958 356 Carrera. The owner bought it, sight unseen,
for $240,000. Next to the Carrera was a beautiful red roadster
with interesting plaid-covered seats. There were several others
parked in the shops main area. Klub Sport buys and sells
vintage Porsches in addition to restoring them. It‟s a full
service operation that will do everything from restoring and
prepping your car to making hotel arrangements and filling out
the entry forms – you just show up and drive the car on the
track. They even sponsor their own series of races within the
Historical Sportscar Racing series called the Klub Sport
Challenge. With decades of Porsche experience between them,
owners Phil Bagley and Bruce Ellsworth posses a wealth of
knowledge, experience, and their share of tall tales about the
Porsche experience!

I can honestly say that the two facilities blew away
the crowd of almost 40 attendees. To think that we have two
world-class facilities in our own backyard is quite humbling. If
you get the chance and are in the neighborhood, you owe it to
yourself to visit both Klub Sport and Gunnar, and if you are
fortunate enough to have them work on your car, you will be a
happy owner indeed.

Gathering of the
Faithful
Frank Hood, Events Chair
The holiday season is upon us, a
time for family, friends and festive cheer.
The 4th Annual Gathering of the Faithful is
the perfect way to celebrate this holiday
season with your 356 family! We will be
gathering at the Lakeside Inn in Mount
Dora on Friday, January 14th through
Sunday, January 16th. The festivities will
begin Friday at 4 p.m. with registration on
the front porch, followed by the welcome
reception with hors d‟oeuvres and cash
bar. Saturday festivities include the
Peoples Choice Concours, Tech Quiz,
Driving Tour, Beer Bash, Cocktail Party
with hors d‟oeuvres and cash bar, followed
by the GOF banquet and Awards
Presentation.

A Prime Mover

Sunday
will
include
a
presentation from our special guest
speaker and Porsche 356 Registry
columnist Jim Johnston. For those of you not familiar with

Photo by Connie Schmitt
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Jim, he writes the the Registry magazine‟s “Daily Driver”
column, which is always entertaining, informative, humorous,
and enjoyable. Following Jim‟s presentation, we will conclude
with our Annual Meeting. The price of this festive weekend is
only $50 per person. So come out and celebrate the holiday
season with your 356 family at the 4th Annual Gathering of the
Faithful and join us in the festive cheer!

(‟58 A Outlaw), Stan Pfost (‟59 A Cab.), John King („63 B
Coupe), Mark Koorland (‟63 B Cab.) and Yours Truly („65 C
Cab.). The judging team was new member Pete Bartelli and
Joe Vatter from German Tech in St. Petersburg, a new
advertiser. See the picture of our cars in this issue.

Drive Those Cars Contest
John Reker

To book your room, call the Lakeside Inn (352) 3834101 or (800) 556-5016. Rates are $109 for Friday and
Saturday night. If you wish to stay Thursday or Sunday those
nights are priced at $49. Please be sure to mention FOG for
these special rates. If you can only join us for Saturday, that‟s
OK, too. You can experience the daytime events for only $10
per person.

The 2010 Driving Contest is drawing to a close.
Current standings have not been updated for this issue
because the contest ends December 17. If you are in this
year’s contest or plan to be in next year’s, please
record your odometer reading on December 17. I will
send out an email shortly after the 17th to get the final 2010
total mileage for those in this year‟s contest. Results will be
announced at The Gathering of the Faithful banquet and
published in the February FOGLight.

If you have any questions, call me at (727) 564.7327.
Happy Holidays

Membership Report

Winter Park Concours

John Reker

John Reker

Please welcome these new members:

The Winter Park Concours was held November 7. It
was a picture perfect day with over 150 concours cars of many
makes and thousands of spectators. The Porsche contingent
had models from 356 to a GT3 and Carrera GT.

Al Young and Bunny Hiatt join from Manalapan, Florida.
They have a 1956 Speedster 1600 Normal owned since 2001.
Telephone (561) 429-2284.

The 356 display was an all FOG affair, with six
members‟ cars: Ross Silverbach (55 Speedster), Dennis Kranz

Craig and Mary Jane Divino live in Naples and have a 1965
356C Coupe – California black plate low mileage numbers
matching survivor. Champagne yellow/ black. Telephone
(239) 594-5949.
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Pete Bartelli joins from Venice, Florida. Pete has a 1963
356B- T6 2000 GS Coupe in Champagne yellow with green
interior. He is the third titled owner and it has 55K miles on
the odometer. Pete is a national level concours judge and
concours prep authority and will be glad to share his expertise
with the club. He was recently head 356 judge at the Winter
Park Concours. Contact at (941) 726-0220.

1989 magazine insert w/brief hist., red cover-$1; --silver
cover-$l; ---black cover-$1; l976 sales brochure,”33-71-66010”, color, 4 pgs-$1; 1987 Sep/Oct, Porsche Mag(1st issue
which would become Excellence Mag-$30; 1959 , Mar,
Christophorus,Eng., V,G,, $40; 1960, Mar., Christophorus,
Eng., #26, V.G,,$30; l960, Jul, Christophorus, Eng., #28,
V.G.,$30; l955 Technical history, illus. brochure, Eng., V.G.,
$40; 1960 Owner‟s instrustion brochure, removing & installing
cabrio hardtop, W396m V.G., $55; Road & Track, Sports Car
Illus., Car Collector , Car & Driver mags w/356 articles, $8 &
$10 ea, Msc, Battery Tender, 6V, (I‟ve changed to l2V), v.
good. , $30, (½ new cost); Reamer for king pin bushings,
used once, Ex., $110.
Don Bartlett, 727-898-4823 or
donaldbrtltt @yahoo.com.

CLASSIFIED
Personal classified ads are free to FOG members and
members of other regional 356 clubs. Commercial
classifieds: contact editor for ad rates.
We will run the ad as many times as you wish, but you
must request each renewal. Otherwise, we will assume
the item has been sold.

Coming Events
January 14-16: Fourth Annual Gathering of the Faithful; Mt.
Dora, FL. See tentative schedule of events in this issue. To
register, go to the Upcoming Events page of the FOG website
(www.356fog.com) and click on the link in the listing of this
event.

28 mm Zenith Carburetors. Remanufactured to as-new
condition. Jetted to “C” specs, but will work perfectly in any
engine with a big bore kit and 912 or SC type cam.
Functionally perfect and cosmetically beautiful. For complete
description, see www.ClassicoWheels.com/rebuiltZeniths $895
a pair – No core, No wait.
Horns – EXACT reproductions.
Wood Steering Wheels – Best prices on Nardi and other fine
makes. Jeffrey Fellman (941) 321-9389.

March 5-6: Festivals of Speed Motorsports Gathering &
Luxury Lifestyle Display at Mission Inn; Howey in the Hills, FL.
Tour on Saturday; judged concours on Sunday. Contact Joe
Sabatini at jsabatini@festivalsofspeed.com for details

Christophorus Calendar coins, ex condition: 1968 Prince
Henry roadster, 19l0- $5.00; 1977, 924-$3.00; 1973, Austro
Daimler, 1921-$4; 1969, 917-$5.
Literature:1974, 9l4 sales brochure, F/G, color, 10324.21-$2;
1975, 934/5, photo-$0.50; 1975 Turbo price list, Ger., $1;

Visit Our Website
www356fog.com
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The FOGLight
is the official publication of the Porsche 356 Florida Owners Group
(FOG). It is published in even-numbered months.

Officers
Mike Davis
President
mhdfog@gmail.com
P.O. Box 4930
Orlando, FL 32802
Mark Koorland
Trustee & Vice-President
koorland@stpt.usf.edu
Karim Rahemtulla
Trustee and Treasurer
(407) 622-1896
Kr32789@gmail.com
Mark Pribanic
Trustee & Webmeister
Pribanic356@yahoo.com
1901 Strickland Road
Neptune Beach, FL 32266
Mobile: (904) 434.5818
Frank Hood
Trustee & Events Chair
fhood@tampabay.rr.com
St. Petersburg, FL
John Reker
Secretary & Membership Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com
1660 Joeline Court
Winter Park, FL 32789
Rich Williams
Newsletter Editor
Rich356fog@earthlink.net

You Meet the Nicest People in a 356
Rich Williams
Back in the „60‟s. one of Porsche‟s advertising slogans
was, “You meet the nicest people in a Porsche.” I have
certainly found that to be true. In 1994, I chunked a piston on
my way into Toronto for the East Coast Holiday there. Within
hours, a total stranger from Buffalo, Jim Hohensee, came up to
me and offered to loan me a spare engine he had so that I
could get home in my 356. Later, another stranger came up
and offered the use of his truck and trailer to haul my car to
Buffalo.
More recently, I placed a Classified ad in the

FOGLight, looking for one of the grille badges we had made up

for the 1999 East Coast Holiday in St Augustine. This time, it
wasn‟t a stranger, but a long-time FOG member who came to
my rescue.
Charles Branning, one of our out-of-state
members, called me from South Carolina and said he had one
that had been sitting in a drawer that I was welcome to have.
A few days later, it arrived in the mail – as we gun guys say,
BNIB (brand new in the box).
Thanks, Charles, you‟ve once again proven the truth
of the slogan!
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The Usual Suspects

Photo by Connie Schmitt

Special Price for FOG Members: $40!!
To Get This Price, Send $40 Direct to Susann at the Above Address.
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Will This Fit in My 356?

From the Klub Sport Collection

Phil Bagley at Klub Sport

At Klub Sport

Photo by Connie Schmitt
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Photo by Connie Schmitt

Photo by Connie Schmitt

Winter Park Concours

Photo by John Reker
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Porsche Roads
Story and Photos by Connie Schmitt

Left image from Mapquest.com, Right photo from Connie Schmitt

Years ago, we found Carrera Street in the historic district of St. Augustine.
But, imagine living on Porsche Avenue. We heard about this street in Sebring, FL some time ago, and recently found it while we were
in Sebring for the Legends of Motorsports historic races.
Check out the other street names in this neighborhood west of Rt. 27 in Sebring. From south on Rt. 27, turn right on Grand Prix Drive,
left on Corvette Avenue, right on Austin Street, left on Citroen Drive, right on Lexus Street, and right on Porsche Avenue. Porsche
Avenue starts at Peugeot Street, intersects Dauphine Street, Citroen Drive, Simca Street, Alpine Street, and Lexus Street, and ends at
Ferrari Drive. Other streets in the neighborhood include Corvette Avenue, Jaguar Drive, Lola Drive, Maserati Street, Mercedes Street,
Thunderbird Drive, and Triumph Drive. Get the idea? Be careful driving on Corvair Avenue though. It may be “Unsafe at Any Speed!”
We thought this was only in Sebring, but with Mapquest found Porsche Road in Jacksonville. Like the Sebring neighborhood, most of
the roads have car names. Porsche Road which is just 3 blocks long, starts at Austin Road, intersects Renault Drive North and Jaguar
Drive, and ends at Triumph Lane. Corvair Avenue here connects Falcon Street and Rambler Road.
Who knows? There may be a Porsche Road near you.

Stop?

Lucas Electricals Strike Again!

The GPS Has it!
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The FOGLight
c/o Rich Williams
4570 47th Street
Sarasota, FL 34235

2010 West Coast Holiday. Story Inside

Photo by Lee Payne
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