April 2016

Amelia Weekend—Concours, Auctions, Cars & Coffee

1

Welcome New Members
Alan Winer, Membership Chair

FOG Officers & Contacts

Rio and Elise Caraeff join from Miami,
FL. He is the owner of a 1959 A Coupe and
can be contacted at 310-871-9464.

Alan Winer, Trustee (2017)
President and Membership Chair
alanwiner@356FOG.com
8311 C.R. 208
Saint Augustine, FL 32092

Keith Denahan resides in Boca Raton and
drives a 1964 C Coupe which he has raced
since 1992. His contact is 561-271-5475.

Pete Bartelli, Trustee (2016)
Vice-President & Event Chair
peterbartelli@hotmail.com

Ed and Darlene Tobolski reside in Massachusetts but winter in Ocala. He drives a

1958 A Coupe which he has owned for 48
years. He is an active member of the New
England TYP356ne club. His contact is
508-954-8441.
Michael Yarbrough joins from Riverview,
FL and is the owner of a 1963 B Coupe. He
can be contacted at 813-677-0190.

Lee Payne, Trustee (2016)
Treasurer
leempayne@cfl.rr.com
Speedster Jack Kasmer,
Trustee (2017)
Email Coordinator
356Fog@comcast.net

Performance Service & Support

Sharon Cobb
Trustee (2017)
sacobb75@gmail.com
John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com
Janis Croft
Webmaster/FOGlight Editor
jlcfog@gmail.com

At Troysport, we share your passion for Porsche.
Our 40 years of experience allows us to offer the
following services for the complete line of Porsche vehicles.

Paul Raben
Facebook Administrator for
Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

Engine:

Past Presidents of FOG
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

maintenance, updates and repairs;
rebuilds to factory or race specs

Transaxle service:

street; performance; custom gearing

Restoration:

interior, exterior, structural, top installation

In addition we offer:

DE and race prep as well as full race car
builds and driver coaching

3838 Commerce Loop, Orlando, Fl., 32803

The FOGLight is the official
publication of the Porsche 356
Florida Owners Group (FOG). It
is published in even-numbered
months. Send articles, photos
and suggestions to: Janis Croft,
Webmaster / FOGlight Editor at
jlcfog@gmail.com

For consultation or an appointment call Sid at:

407-297-7733 www.troysport.com
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Presidentʼs Perspective

FROG’S BLOOD OR ALCOHOL
by Alan Winer

Brain freeze is usually a rite of summer. It happens when
you eat or gulp something ice cold too quickly. The scientific
term is sphenopalatine ganglioneuralgia but that’s a mouthful. Brain freeze is your body’s way of putting on the brakes,
telling you to slow down and take it easy. I am not a stranger
to this phenomenon for I have gulped my share of Frappuccinos and Gelato.

obvious but have their deterrents. Infusions of frog blood,
known to contain a natural antifreeze, is time consuming,
difficult to acquire and extremely expensive; alcohol or fine
spirits are more readily available but a daily dose (for some)
before heading into the shop may cause other well known
side effects.
So, I have purchased a magnetic parts tray from Harbor
Freight and I painted it red. I now place the small parts in the
red magnetic tray.

But the brain freeze I’m referring to is a second cousin of
sphenopalatine ganglioneuralgia. It is a pure form of trickery, one that freezes the mind of certain specifics. A temporary loss of the neuron path that leaves you in doubt of
simple actions related to car repair and restoration.

“Crap, where did I put the tray?”
It’s only time, mine isn’t billable, so I forge ahead; often in
error, never in doubt.

I used to wear cheater glasses while working in the shop. I
can’t tell you how many times I have misplaced them and the
time wasted looking for them. Many times I found that I was
wearing them and never realized it. Remembering where
you leave items while working in the shop is a special talent,
one that I have failed at miserably. I can take off a nut or bolt
or washer while working on the car up on the lift and place
that object in a location that would appear to be retrievable.
Later when I go to retrieve it, it is gone. I have no idea where
it goes. It’s kind of like the mystery of where your lap goes
when you stand up. I do eventually find the item but it just
doesn’t make sense how it got to that location. This must
be the work of Janis sneaking into the shop, while I was at
the bench, relocating the item and then sneaking out. This
theory was debunked when I realized many of the times she
wasn’t even home.

Cars & Coffee at Amelia Island Concours
Janis and I have been attending the Ameila Island Concours
ever since we moved to Florida. This was the first year we
did not attend the Sunday event. Last year we found the
Concours so crowded that we had difficulty viewing the cars
or even speaking to the owners. We have had a car in the
Cars & Coffee event on Saturday for the past two years and
we have enjoyed this event as much as the actual concours.
Many members of FOG had their cars on display and the
variety of local cars and friendliness of the people make this
a great event for participants and spectators.

Searching for a part that you know you have previously purchased becomes a frustrating process and equally
frustrating is finding that part after reordering another. The
other day in the shop, I placed a specific bolt down during
some repair. I put it down in a specific spot and remember
saying to myself that it was a good spot to remember where
I had placed it. Thirty minutes later the bolt was no where
to be found. And so I began to wonder why such a specific
action such as this, would result in the bolt vanishing into
oblivion, and then being found in an obscure location. Then
it became obvious, this was a form of brain freeze.
Lately, I have been experiencing an increase in brain freezes.
Actually both types, the kind that comes from overdosing on
frappucinos or gelato and the other, which is the short term
loss of shop related memory. The anti-freeze remedies are

Janis and I leaving the field after Cars and Coffee event.
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Report from Amelia Island
by Speedster Jack Kasmer

The second weekend in March is set aside for our annual
Masochist Run to Amelia Island. My compadre, Glen
Getchell, and I take the annual trip to check out the
auctions and to hang with the beautiful people. This year
Fernando Lopez decided to attend with us. This turned
out to be a good thing as we soon found out that Nando
knows everyone and was able to secure us special indoor
parking passes at the Omni. It took us an hour of jumping
thru hoops last year to get these same passes, which took
Nando all of 5 minutes to secure (including drive time).
This year we were not going as spectators. This year we
were going to participate in the auction scene. Glen was
bringing GraCie, his 64, one family owned, C coupè with
the intent to sell it at the Hollywood Wheels auction.
We had been interested in auctions for some time now;
living vicariously through Sports Car Market magazine
and now we would experience an auction from a seller’s
viewpoint.

As usual, the trip had a few snags, not the least of which was
that for a short time I thought I might not be able to make it
due to my work schedule. But thanks to Lauren, my daughter,
finding someone to fill in at work, I made it. Nando, who had
decided late to come ended up at the exact same motel as us and
was surprised to see the Tardis (Glen’s portable garage, race car
transport, camper and vehicle hauler) parked outside the motel.
This year at Amelia there were six auctions, up from the one
RM auction when we first attended this event. At Goodings,
we checked out the Seinfeld cars which were being auctioned
on Friday, which were all beautifully representative of the 50’s
era Porsches—unlike the infamous rust bucket speedster that
Seinfeld bought in Monterey for $580,000. (I’m still having
trouble dealing with that sale, so I had to include that last sentence.)
Friday evening was the Porsche auction at Hollywood Wheels.
GraCie was one of the cars to be auctioned. Glen had some

Photographs by Bill Cooper Janis Croft, Jack Kasmer, Fernando Lopez, Mark Pribanic and Alan Winer.
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The Rudge A was at this auction last year where I assume
failed to sell. It was a 10 footer and it failed to impress upon
close inspection, and I’m sorry, but the red painted Rudge
wheels really did it no favors. The B cab was not bad and
still looked to be mostly 356 and would make someone a
nice car; the fifth 356 was a forgettable piece, as I forgot
what it was.

apprehension (like that’s different?) because there were only
five 356’s in this auction and GraCie was far and away the
best 356 there. A beater Convertible D, a Rudge wheeled A
cab, a B cab, and a fluffed and buffed C coupè which had its
thick white paint still outgassing. The white coupè sitting
next to GraCie was as perfect a comparison possible to see
why Glen’s car was so good. We’d noticed that this coupè
had no torsion bar covers. Even
worse, no holes for the covers. They
were Bondoed over. The fenders
were over 1/4” thick with Bondo, the
drivers door wouldn’t close and I cut
my finger on something sharp while
inspection inside the rear fender.
We rated this car a turd. The D was
missing its trunk handle, had very
poor paint and a very overall ragged
look, but it looked like a fun driver if
it sold in the very low 6 figures.
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continued from page 5
The auction commenced Friday evening and the general
impression was that the overall market is in a correction.
The insane prices that we had gotten used to just weren’t
there, although I feel the amounts that were bid were more
realistic. Glen has a theory that the Seinfeld speedster, which
could be only charitably described as an unloved beater, and
bought Pebble Beach weekend for $580,000 brought collectors to their collective senses. Possibly purchasers are realizing maybe the market has gotten a bit out of control. I tend
to concur.
At our auction most cars failed to make what I felt were
inflated estimates but still several sold on the floor. GraCie
failed to make reserve but had a telephone buyer who ended
up purchasing it in the after auction sale. I felt the price was
fair for both parties and the buyer got a prime example of a
C coupè.
Saturday was Cars and Coffee being held on the golf course
where we ran into several FOG members, not the least of
which was our fearless leader Alan and wife Janis. I’m
always amazed how absolutely perfect the golf course
grass looks, even after hundreds of very old and most likely
leaking cars have trampled it. Unlike other venues, Amelia
does require oil blotters placed under the cars, yet the grass
still looks perfect.
R&M is the featured auction at Amelia and is held on Saturday at the Ritz Carlton hotel. Years past this has been the go
to auction as the cars are some of the best. But running late,
we missed a good piece of the auction and it appeared the
number of classics was less than in previous years. It was a
bit of a disappointment as the way it’s set up lets us viewers
inspect the cars close up as they line up to roll across the
auction floor, and there were not as many truly interesting
cars as years past. Of course it also may be all the interesting iron rolled thru before we got there and we just saw the
tail end.
All in all, though, it was a pleasant weekend and I highly
recommend you mark your calendar for next years event.
Even if auctions are not your thing the concours on Sunday is
world class. It’s huge and nearly impossible to see it all. But
it’s guaranteed you will see some of the finest motor vehicles
on the planet and get great stories from their owners.
Speedsterjack
Note: this news came in after the above was written...
GraCie’s buyer reneged when the auction house went to
finalize the deal. So it appears she’s coming home.
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Driving Contest Update

Jack Kasmer		Sebring			2,460
Glen Getchell		Seminole		2,200
Jim Bruton		
Winter Park		
2,063
Dan Bird		
Vero Beach		
1,309
Jim Spears		
Madeira Beach		
1,220
Steve Bamdas		
Lighthouse Point
1,002
George Dunn		
St. Petersburg		
945
John Boles		Estero			937
Susan Remillard
Southwest Ranches
879
Paul Raben		
Ft. Lauderdale		
800
Dennis Brunotte
Naples			788
Bill Cooper		Jacksonville		776
John Reker		
Winter Park		
633
Bob Tone		Sarasota		293
Steve Clark		
Pembroke Pines		
182
Karen Walker		Cocoa			173
Jamie Cielewich
Orlando		
10

By Dennis Brunotte

Several of our FOG members have been “on the go” in their
356s so far this year and have reported their miles driven
which we have included here in this first interim report.
We’re hoping that you will join in as well sending along
your driving progress periodically throughout the year.
Your odometer reading on December 20, 2015 would have
become the starting mileage for contest year 2016, and if
you haven’t driven a great deal, we are accepting an honest
estimate of your miles to this point. Send your miles driven
to dkbrunotte@gmail.com and we’ll be back to you on alternate months throughout the year for more driving updates.
Many of the miles listed were accumulated on our trips to
The Gathering of the Faithful in January – those cold, wet
drives with hard earned miles.

RULES FOR FOG DRIVING CONTEST
The spirit of the contest is to encourage driving original 356’s, with the attendant joys and risks of driving a 40+ year old car.
1. Vehicle – The vehicle/body must be a 356 manufactured by Porsche with a chassis number listed as being manufactured
1948 through 1965. The engine can be any Porsche or non-Porsche engine.
2. Driving rules for owners of one 356. All miles count that are driven by the owner or his/her immediate family (spouse,
children). Miles driven by others are not counted.
3. Driving rules for owners of more than one 356. All miles count that are driven by the member or his/her immediate family regardless of which 356 he/she is driving. The reported miles are the sum of the miles driven by the multiple vehicles. “Double” miles do not count where more than one vehicle is driven on the same trip by different family
members. In that case only the miles driven on one of the vehicles can be counted and the miles put on the other vehicle
must by subtracted from the miles on that vehicle. Miles driven on any vehicle by other than family members do not
count.
4. All reporting is on the honor system.

Upcoming Events
Lobster Lovers’ Loafers Lunch, IV
July 7, 2016, Kittery Point, ME.

For you odometer spinners, Danna and I encourage you to join us for an amphibious lunch launching from our dock, July 7. Escape Florida with
your own 356 to tour New England! If you tie
Thumper (Jack Kasmer’s Speedster) to a palm tree
before you leave, you may yet win the coveted
FOG mileage trophy!

Come to Akron Ohio — It’s THE 2016 Holiday!
September 7th -11th
Firestone Country Club Welcome Party
Glenmoor Country Club Concours

RSVP to Alex Dearborn
12 Captain’s Way
Kittery Point, ME 03905
Mobile: 978 590-5079
alex@dearbornauto.com

Other Events Include:

•
•
•
•

Autocross
Soap Box Derby adult cars
Chuck Stoddard tech session
Open houses, tours, hospitality,
and more!

Great dining,
great cars,
great driving,
great friends.
Come play!

www.eastcoastholidayporsche.com
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FOG REGIONAL MONTHLY MEETINGS

The Orlando (Central) Region had their annual drive and dine to Boondocks, Howie-in-the-Hills for lunch on March 6. They
were joined by six members of the NE Region.

Several of our FOG members in Naples enjoyed a pleasant sunny 26 mile drive to lunch at the Colony Bay Club. The upper
level outside dining reminded us once again of another advantage of Florida living, and arriving there in a 356 is just icing
on the cake.
On Sunday April 3rd, 15 FOG members from the Northeast
Region drove up AIA on Villano Island for lunch at Aunt
Kates overlooking the intercostal. We all patiently waited
until 1PM when alcohol could be served.

Use the MESSAGE BOARD
The message board is an alternative way to post Sale and
WTB items that will remain on the board as opposed to
having to be renewed every issue. Additionally, this is a great
venue for asking technical advice or requesting resource
information. In order to prevent spammers, there will be
one universal password for easy access. If you want to post
or reply, you will also need to personally register following
the site instructions. Save your personal password to use for
removing your ads and to make future postings.
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356 Tip Corner

Simple Solution for ARDB
by Alan Winer
For those suffering from ARDB (annual registration decal
buildup), here is a simple solution to this unsightly dilemma. Remove a mailing label from its release sheet (a USPS
priority mailing label works great) and adhere a piece of
clear packing tape on the release sheet. Then adhere your
new registration decal on top of the packing tape and trim
to its edges. Remove the decal and the tape from the release
sheet and affix to your YOM or antique license plate. Next
year the decal will peel right off and leave a clean surface for
your new decal.

Release Sheet

Clear packing tape

Regional Monthly Events and Tours

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a truly marvelous group of people–
our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events,
we have developed a system of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.
Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch tours occasionally, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com or
call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month. Location varies. Contact Jim Voss at
vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.
Northwest Florida: Looking for a volunteer to organize local events. Please contact Pete Bartelli at peterbartelli@hotmail.com
Southeast Florida: First Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at Cucina dell’ Arte, 257 Royal Poinciana Way, Palm Beach, FL.
Phone: (561) 655-0770. Indoor and Outdoor seating options. Free parking in front of restaurant. RSVP if attending to Randy
Gananathan at rdganathan@gmail.com.
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at First Watch Restaurant at the Publix Plaza located on University Parkway, just east of 1-75 (exit 213). This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa. Contact Fernando Lopez at
(727) 417-1120 or mk2lopez@yahoo.com
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Cars and Coffee event at Amelia Concours. Photograph by Janis Croft.

FOGlight Editor
8311 C.R. 208
St. Augustine, FL 32092

