
1

August 2018

2018 PCA Parade Concourse field of 356s.  Photos by Noelani DeRossett and Peggy Raben.
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Past Presidents of FOG
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

Alan Winer, Trustee (2019)
President and Membership Chair
alanwiner@356FOG.com
8311 C.R. 208
Saint Augustine, FL 32092

Stacie Rennick, Trustee (2019)
Vice-President
stacie@crabil.com

Mike Davis, Trustee (2018)
Treasurer
madavis356@gmail.com

Terry Cohen, Trustee (2018)
Event Chair
terrycohen@comcast.net

Paul Raben, Trustee (2018) 
Email Coordinator and 
Facebook Administrator 
praben356@gmail.com

John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com

Janis Croft
Webmaster/FOGlight Editor 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Website:
www.356FOG.com
Facebook:
Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

The FOGLight is the official 
publication of the Porsche 
356 Florida Owners Group 
(FOG). It is published in 
even-numbered months. 
Send articles, photos and 
suggestions to: Janis Croft, 
Webmaster / FOGlight Editor 
at jlcfog@gmail.com

Drive Those Cars
by Dennis Brunotte

The driving months are upon us with loads of distant destinations to choose from consider-
ing the East Coast Holiday and the Rennsport outings among them. But in advance of those 
activities, several of our drivers have been busy with programs of their own. Allen Peerson 
enjoys the cooler evenings of western North Carolina in the summer and has been building 
miles on interesting scenic mountain roads. Mark Pribanic made it back to California for the 
Luftgekuhit event, left his car in Los Angeles and flew home to his business. He’ll head back 
to retrieve his 356 and motor off to the Rennsport activities before the drive back to Florida.

Our last update had Jim Spears returning to the states after parking his “Chili Pepper” for 
a bit in Ireland.  He’s back on the continent again after surveying England. He’s currently 
parked in Paris planning the route to LeMans for more auto fun. (Wish I was there!) Paul 
Raben is looking forward to seeing other FOG members at the East Coast Holiday, and he’s 
currently planning that route as well. And, welcome back Dick Weiss of Cincnnati. Dick’s 
356 got wrinkled pretty badly at an event on Put-In-Bay, Lake Erie, Ohio a year ago, and 
he’s announced that “It’s Baaack!” Looks like he’s got a coat hanger stuck in his mouth 
with his smile so big! Here’s a midyear update from our participants with 30,000 miles 
driven so far.  Add your name and miles to the list to help us reach our 2018 group goal. 
Send your 356 output to dkbrunotte@gmail.com.  Thank you.  

Jim Spears Madeira Beach 4791
George Dunn St. Petersburg 2235
Allen Peerson Jupiter 1904
Peter Bartelli Venice 1675
Bill Cooper Jacksonville 1632
Steve Bamdas Lighthouse Point 1585
Mark Hebb Jacksonville 1550
Sharon Cobb Tampa 1425
Jim Bruton Winter Park 1296
Paul Raben Fort Lauderdale 1168
Dan Bird Vero Beach 1109
Russell Hibbard Lake Worth 1014
Alex Dearborn Osprey 1011
Glenn Long Dunnellon 990
Glen Getchell Seminole 795
Jerry Holderness St. Petersburg 794
Chip Reichhart Vero Beach 654
Alan Winer St. Augustine 598
John Reker Winter Park 575
Volker Schneemann University Park 522
Jim Voss Jacksonville 480
Jack Kasme Sebring 400
Dennis Brunotte Naples 391
John Boles  Pinehurst, NC 362
Karen Walker Cocoa 75
Jamie Cielewich Orlando  65

www.356FOG.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/101347046588178/
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Presidentʼs Perspective

It’s Hard to be Smart and 
Do NOT Drink Brake Fluid
by Alan Winer

To be honest I don’t do well with multiple items on my 
plate. I don’t believe multi-tasking is a valid method 
to accomplish anything well. Janis often accuses me of 
being myopic. 

In addition to my Prez message, I was going to write a 
tech tip column and pretend I have knowledgable info 
to disseminate but in reality, Janis and I just got back 
from a four country trip in Europe and with a Healey to 
prepare for the Southeastern Classic and a Porsche to 
prepare for the East Coast Holiday plus another big local 
car show and all the other items that life demands, I just 
haven’t had time to conjure up something preposterous 
to write. So instead of appearing incredibly knowledg-
able, I will reveal how the technical info was actually 
acquired. It seems to me that behind many diagnoses/
repairs there is a period, be it short or extended, that 
stupidity or oversight sets in and the final realization 
of the actual problem gives credence to the light bulb 
cartoon characterization. 

Condenser Frustrations and Parts Considerations:
Just because you replace a part, you can’t assume that 
your particular issue is resolved. For example, the 
condenser is a known major culprit. While I’m not a 
conspiracy theorist there just might be in this time of 
modern globalization, a worldwide underground effort 
to introduce faulty condensers into the vintage car parts 
market. I have condensers that were manufactured in 
countries that I did not know even existed. With actual 
part numbers and packaging that appears “vintage 
correct,” I have experienced failures upon installation 
which is extremely vexing because you assume the 
part is functional. I have had some manufactured with 
a failure time delay ranging from a few hundred miles 
to just down the road. The concept of a “known good” 
part is now not a reliable methodology. 

Extensive Diagnostic Time and Parts Replacement 
While Missing the Obvious:
My 356C Coupe began to stumble intermittently, 
sometimes dying while running. Oh yeah, I checked 
the spark, checked the points, replaced the coil and the 

condenser—followed 
the prescribed routine 
to diagnose electrical issues but no improvement. And 
while driving it, I noticed the tach (electric) dropped to 
zero when the car started to stumble.

An “ah ha moment,” a bad coil even though I had just 
replaced it but I learned from before that new parts are 
not always good. So I replaced the coil again, no change.

And honestly I spent serious excessive time trying to 
resolve this and drove the car under the absurd thought 
that it just might correct itself; that never happens. And 
one day, while fiddling around the distributor I noticed 
that the engine stumbled when I touched the (-)1 wire 
from the coil to the distributor. Light bulb moment, 
the wire connection at the distributor was loose and 
disrupting the ground path. I tightened the nut and all 
was resolved. So before you start exchanging parts and 
spending hours on the 356 Registry Forum, check the 
connections.

Fluid Cautions:
Some things are obvious, others not so obvious. I 
noticed that the brake fluid containers have multiple 
warnings about drinking or swallowing the contents. 
Now who in their right mind would consider ingesting 
brake fluid?  But I guess learning is a peculiar thing, for 
example, as a “yout” in grade school we had drills to 
protect us from when the Russians dropped a nuclear 
bomb on our school. Sirens would blare and we had to 
pull down all the paper window shades and dive under 
our desks, covering our heads with our arms, and while 
crouched under my desk, I thought this doesn’t seem 
like a serious preventative measure. And then anoth-
er time, some guy dressed up like Smokey the Bear 
lectured us on how bad it was to start forest fires and I 
wondered, do we seriously need to be taught not to light 
a forest on fire?

I guess it’s hard to be smart in the shop and out there in 
the world.
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63rd 2018 PCA Porsche Parade
By Noelani DeRossett

Thirty five years ago, the 1983 PCA parade was held here 
at Tan-Tar-A resort in The Lakes of the Ozarks. This place 
has just undergone a multi-million dollar renovation and we 
were among the first to enjoy their new amenities. Rolling 
hills abounded everywhere and made driving our Porsches a 
fun place to ‘Hit the Road!
 
The Parade started on Monday, July 8, with Concours and 
the Historic display on their beautiful golf course with some 
350+ cars. It was a very hot day and we kept hydrated with 
lots of water. 
 
Debbie Cooper entered her brother-in-law Harry’s 1963 
B coupe in the 356 restoration full class in the Concours 
D’Elegance. Although he was third in class with a score of 
298.7/300, he earned the coveted Gmund award, given to all 
Concours entrants with a score of 298 or higher. Congratula-
tions to both. Also taking 1st place in Preparation were Fog 
members Dan Deegan and Alice Radloff for their 968. If any 
other Foggies received awards, apologies for not noting.

Get your Kicks on Route 66 Gimmick Rally provided me the 
opportunity to drive Route 66 and check off an item on my 
“bucket list.” To drive the portion of Route 66 from Cuba to 
Lebanon, Missouri was nostalgic! In the photos, you can see 

Dave and I at stops on Historic Route 66. 
Other sights along the way were the Trail 
of Tears, Bob’s Gasoline Alley, and the 
Murals of Cuba, Mo.

There were other driving tours through the beautiful Ozark 
region. We drove to Warmings Springs Ranch in Boonev-
ille, MO, a breeding farm for the world famous Budweiser 
Clydesdale horses. It was exciting to see two month old 
Moxie who was born May 9 to Sire Theo and Dam Margie.
Of course, we had our Budweiser tasting and went on to 
lunch at Les Bourgeois Blufftop Bistro.
 
Each day had various events. I entered my 356 Porsche 
greeting cards into their Art Show and won 3rd place in their 
‘Crafts’ category. The cards say “356 Porsches ….. Fun to 
Drive!”

The Parade is fueled by volunteers. Dave and I volun-
teered to help with preparation for placement of the cars for 
Concours and also worked at the Parade store. We so enjoyed 
the luncheon they had for us. They said there were over 700 
volunteers that helped put on this successful Parade. Save 
the date for the next Porsche Parade 2019 being held in our 
very own state at the Waldorf Astoria in Boca Raton next 
July 21—28, 2019.

Photos (R to L) Noelani and Dave, Debbie 
Cooper prepping car, Noelani’s 3rd place award, 
Driving Route 66 stop, Judging of Cooper’s 356.
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Europe, The 
backstory
by Joe Scafario

Earlier this year my son asked how I would feel about a trip 
to Europe. I shared with him that it has been 50 years since 
I’ve lived there. All the years that we have spent cruising the 
US and British Virgin Islands, I promised my wife that we 
would make it to Europe and I would share with her where I 
spent my late teens and early 20s.

I was on orders at least twice for Vietnam. Not sure what 
happened but I ended up in Stuttgart, Germany with three 
other graduates of my OCS class from Ft. Gordon, Ga. Four 
bachelors living in a house on the edge of the Black Forrest, 
as there was no room at Patch Barracks, thank you General.
Eucom headquarters was the European equivalent to the 
Pentagon. Twenty three officers ranked General/Admiral 
and us—four newbee lieutenants. Oh, boy!

I brought to Germany a basic fondness for Porsche. My older 
brother purchased a speedster from Devon Speedcraft. It was 
the first Porsche I’d ever driven. Arrived in Germany and it 
took about six weeks before I bought my first 356, a Notch-
back. Drove it for three months and a Carrera appeared. To 
date, this was the most amazing machine I’ve ever owned. 
The first of many in ‘should’ve never sold’ category. My 
military experience was incredible. With weekends off and 
an occasional Friday/Monday, it provided plenty of time for 
road trips.

My favorite was to Lindau on the Bodensee. A three hour 
run, 1/2 of which was on the Autobahn and the rest on the 
fantastic ‘driver’ quality roads through postcard perfect 
scenery. Lindau was so important to me, a water rat on dry 
land, it kept me connected to the sea. When I was asked 
where/what would I like to see on a trip back to Europe—
Lindau, Stuttgart, Porsche factory/museum were at the top 
of the bucket list.

Present Day travels
And so, this summer we went on a family trip to Europe 
where we spent some time in Roma and then headed to Piano 
de Sorrento, our base for the next few days. Traveling thru 
picturesque Amalphi coast, stopping not only in the ‘must 
see’ towns, we stopped when we saw interesting umbrellas, 
tables and chairs setup, inviting us to test the local fare.

On one stop in a popular coastal village, we found a parking 
lot in the center of town and parked for a few hours. The 
standard payment ticket was issued to present upon return to 
retrieve our car.

In planning the trip for five and our ‘stuff’ we opted for a 
Volvo wagon, diesel powered and almost comfortable for 
everyone and our stuff. Upon our return to the parking lot, 
as expected, the attendant asked for the ticket. Oops, ticket, 
what ticket. Can’t find it. Frantic search by everyone, nada, 
nowhere to be found.

Then we tried to explain to the attendant that we were proba-
bly the only Volvo wagon on the property. After a typical 
conversation in one way Italian, to get space freed, the Volvo 
wagon appears. They were relentless about NOT releas-
ing the car without the issued ticket. More one way Italian 
discussion about how could he be certain this car belongs 
to us—a valid point. A manager steps in and reviewed the 
requirement for the ticket.

Cars are waiting for entrance to the parking lot and traffic 
is backed up out to the miniature version of a street. The 
manager opens the hatch to the luggage area of the Volvo 
wagon. He emerges with my red baseball cap to which I 
identify the logo on my 356 Porsche Registry cap. He vague-
ly smiles, whilst we erupt with cheers and head off to new 
adventures.

We left Italy for Stuttgart and scheduled appointments with 
the Porsche Museum and factory tours. A great vacation, 
wonderful people, places and events. Btw, never found the 
ticket. Hats off to you, 356 registry.
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FOR SALE
Considered to be the holy grail for any Porsche person—
the Porsche book, LIEBE ZU LHM (Love for the 
Porsche) by Hermann Lapper published in the ‘60s. The 
book is in very good shape and the dust cover is fine. 
This is the most collectible book on the Porsche subject. 
Most are selling around $1700 to $1900 but to the club 
members, my price is $1350.00 plus shipping. 
Contact: garyr356@aol.com

Monthly Regional Meetings
One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a marvelous group of people–our 
fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we 
have developed a system of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.

Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch tours occasionally, but not on a 
fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at 
JReker@cfl.rr.com or call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month. Location varies. Contact Jim 
Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.
Northwest Florida: Meeting dates to be announced. Contact Bill Hunkapiller at bhunkapiller@yahoo.com or at 
850-694-5435 for additional information.
Southeast Florida: Southeast Florida: Our Monthly Social (Porsches & Pancakes, as we call it) is held on the first 
Saturday of every month at Nick’s 50’s Diner, 1900 Okeechobee Blvd, Unit - C9, West Palm Beach, FL 33409. 
Phone number for the restaurant is: (561) 471-3155. Contact Randy Gananathan at rdgananathan@gmail.com or 
(561) 623-9191 for more info. SE FOG Tours: Randy Gananathan is very interested in organizing tours in SE Flori-
da, exclusively for FOG members and their 356’s. Please reach out to Randy (contact info above) if you’d like to 
co-host a tour to an interesting venue.
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at First Watch Restaurant at the Publix 
Plaza located on University Parkway, just east of 1-75 (exit 213).  This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa.  
Contact Fernando Lopez at (727) 417-1120 or mk2lopez@yahoo.com

Save the Date

2019 GOF 
 

Lakeland Florida
Feb. 21-24, 2019
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FOGlight Editor
8311 C.R. 208
St. Augustine, FL 32092

Bob’s Gasoline Alley on Route 66   Photo by Peggy Raben


