April 2015

2015 Amelia Concours d'Elegance

Many FOG members attended the Cars and Coffee show on Saturday as well as the Sunday Concours and numerous
auctions. The winning Porsche was a white 1959 Carrera owned by Steven Harris of New York, NY. Above Lower left
is Vincent Vuong’s 1957 356 A Sunroof Coupe and lower right, Alan Winer with Dan Deegan drive off the field. If you
didn’t get there, check out a video of Connie Schmitt’s photos from the 2015 Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance on
Youtube:http://youtu.be/q9KsXmf-yM4
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
By Alan Winer

Welcome the following New Members:
FOG Officers & Contacts
Alan Winer, Trustee
President and Membership Chair
alanwiner1@gmail.com
8311 C.R. 208
Saint Augustine, FL 32092

David Beraja joins from Halandale and
is the owner of a 1959 Convertible D. His
contact is +58 41 43256522 (Int’l).
Jamie and Scott Cielewich join from
Orlando and drive a 1959 Conv D. Her
contact is 406-256-1452.

Pete Bartelli, Trustee
Vice-President & Event Chair
peterbartelli@hotmail.com
Lee Payne, Trustee
Treasurer
leempayne@cfl.rr.com

Kent Ferguson resides in Brooksville,
Fl. He drives a 1962 B Coupe and can be
contacted at 352-263-9169.
Bill and Susan Kennedy joins from Sarasota and drives a 1964 C Coupe with an electric
sunroof. His contact is 941-366-3812.
Jim Keys joins from Miami. He is currently looking to purchase a 356. He can be
reached at 305-382-3972.

Local Events and Tours

John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com
1660 Joeline Court
Winter Park, FL 32789
Speedster Jack Kasmer, Trustee
Email Coordinator
fog356club@comcast.net
Jamie Poole. Trustee
rare356@gmail.com
Past Presidents of FOG
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

Northeast Florida’s group are meeting for
breakfast in Green Cove Springs at Scotty’s
Diner.

Central Florida’s February luncheon and
drive to Boondocks in Howey in the Hills

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a truly
marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a system of local breakfasts
and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.
Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch tours occasionally,
but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both the breakfasts and the lunch tours
send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com or call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month. Location varies.
Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.

The FOGLight is the official
publication of the Porsche 356
Florida Owners Group (FOG). It
is published in even-numbered
months. Send articles, photos
and suggestions to: Janis Croft,
Webmaster / FOGlight Editor at
jlcfog@gmail.com

Northwest Florida: Looking for a volunteer to organize local events. Please contact Pete Bartelli
at peterbartelli@hotmail.com
Southeast Florida: First Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at Cucina dell’ Arte, 257 Royal Poinciana Way, Palm Beach, FL. Phone: 561 655 0770. Indoor and Outdoor seating options. Free parking
in front of restaurant. RSVP if attending to Randy Gananathan at rdganathan@gmail.com.
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at First Watch Restaurant at the Publics Plaza located on University Parkway, just east of 1-75 (exit 213). This draws
FOGies from Naples to Tampa. Contact Bob Ross at (941) 492-5214 or bobross517@gmail.com
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Presidentʼs Perspective

The Truth About Oil Leaks Revealed
“Enquiring (Aspiring) Mechanics Want to Know”
For me, garage floors with oil spots are a sign of
un-maintained cars and I do not tolerate our contemporary
cars leaking fluids. But my feelings have changed towards
our older cars; I have become compassionate to their minor
issues as we grow older together.

I have a friend, whose 356 was fresh out of a restoration,
that used my lift for an oil change and I must admit, the
sight of a 356 with a bright clean undercarriage is a sight
to behold. I have always thought this is something impossible to maintain without extensive time consuming frequent
cleaning.

My first major entry in a Floridian Concurs was Winter Park
2012, shortly after Janis and I moved south. One judge asked
me if I had any oil leaks, he had not looked under the car. My
response was vague but purposeful, it was “Really?” Really
as in, “Come-on, what old 356 doesn’t have some minor
leaks?” or Really as in, “Are you insulting me?” Nevertheless, I did not receive any award recognition. The truth was
I did have some oil drips; I have them on all my old cars. I
have a collection of oil drip trays. And this has caused me to
wonder. Do most of us have oil leaks or am I in denial?

Now for the results of my scientific and anonymous survey.
The responses were fairly consistent: those that were
involved in their own repair and maintenance all said, “sure
I have minor leaks on my cars” and those that appeared to be
less involved in their own repair, had none.
I’m gonna go out on a limb here and make the statement
that almost all of our 40-50 year old cars leak some amount
of fluid. I certainly hope I’m correct because I have oil drip
trays under all my cars.

As I have previously revealed, I have a fondness for the
aroma of petrol-chemicals. When I come into the house from
the shop and Janis says I stink of oil, I find that complementary. I have since lost my inhibitions and can readily admityes my cars leak, err drip! I am not speaking of oil gushing
out of a pulley seal or poring out of an axle boot, I am referring to those pesky drips that find their way to the lowest part
of the engine and leave a film trail that delights in attracting
road dirt.

Other Matters of Great Importance
The Trustees have selected the dates and location of the 2016
Gathering of the Faithful. It will be held at the Mission Inn
located in Howie in the Hills, FL. The dates are January
22-24. Further information will be available but please mark
the dates in your calendars.
And congratulations to FOG member Curt Dansby for his
newly elected position as Porsche 356 Registry Trustee.

So I set out to ask fellow 356 owners if they had minor leaks.
A friend who owns both German & British cars and does all
his own mechanical work, informed me that the English see
it differently. The Brits replace the term leak with location
marker and say that if the car is not leaking, it must be out of
oil. And I believe there is merit in that.

I will be sending out a members survey which can be
answered electronically via a link on our website. Please
take a few minutes to complete the survey so that we can
better plan our future events and club activities.

I have this great old Hardinge Lathe, 1950’s vintage, with
a bunch of oil cups. I filled the cups up and they never
needed refilling. I assumed that the oil ways were clogged
and decided to totally dismantle the headstock, a difficult
task. I found that sometime before I had acquired the lathe,
someone had replaced the original unsealed bearings with
sealed ones. The oil had nowhere to go. A good friend, an
old German machinist, tool & die maker just laughed when I
told him the story. He said “better to leak out, then you know
the oil is going though. He had no use for modern sealed
bearings.
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PORSCHE 356 FLORIDA OWNERS GROUP
Statement of Revenues and Expenses
Fiscal Year Ending February 28, 2015
submitted by Lee Payne, Treasurer

REVENUES
Gathering of the Faithful (2015)
Registration Fees (net)
Outside Sponsorship
Total Event Revenues
Membership Dues
Foglight Advertising
Merchandise Sales
Total Revenues

6,575
2,000
$ 8,575
6,030
1,620
78

EXPENSES
Gathering of the Faithful (2015)
Foglight Publishing & Mailing
Internet Website
Corporate & Accounting Fees
Paypal & Bank Fees
2015 Southern Drive Sponsorship
Total Expenses

$ 10,968
4,025
734
61
398
500
$ 16,686

$ 16,303

Excess of Expenses over Revenues

$

Cash Balance - Feb. 28, 2015

$ 10,187

$

(383)

Notes to Financial Statement
(1) Statement date of twelve months ending Feb. 28, 2015 was selected to include 2015 GOF expenses & revenues. GOF
expenses for 2014 are not included in this statement. FOG records are maintained on a calendar year basis.
(2) Fog revenues in the amount of $2,393 subsidized 2015 GOF expenses over revenues.

Driving Update
By Dennis Brunotte

With eight-and-a-half months remaining in our contest year, we have some serious work to do! We’ve progressed only 18%
towards our goal of 100,000 miles driven by our group as a whole, so now would be a great time to introduce yourself as a
new contributor and send in any and all miles you drive your Porsche 356. We have four new participants to whom we’re
grateful, but we need at least ten more. You can help our cause now–send your 2015 miles driven to dkbrunotte@gmail.com.
We will recognize our top ten performers in January at The Gathering. Below we’ve listed the current early returns (and a
special thank you to Steve Clark on the Gold Coast for his contribution towards our 100,000 mile goal–every mile counts!)
Jack Kasmer
Bill Cooper
Randy Gananathan
Curt Dansby
Buster Venable
John Reker
Paul Raben
Steve Bamdas
Arnold Greene
Russ Hibbard
Denny Zamler
Dan Bird
Glenn Long

Sebring
Jacksonville
West Palm Beach
Charlotte, NC
Cocoa Beach
Winter Park
Fort Lauderdale
Lighthouse Point
Lake Worth
Lake Worth
Vero Beach
Vero Beach
Dunnellon

Jerry Holderness
Bob Schmitt
Bob Ross
Jim Spears
Dennis Brunotte
Craig Rennick
Mark Hebb
Karen Walker
Ivan Gyori
Bob Tone
John Boles
Steve Clark

3,642
1,741
1,704
1,348
1,172
1,001
955
825
785
713
636
433
406

St. Petersburg
Sarasota
Englewood
Madeira Beach
Naples
St. Petersburg
Jacksonville
Cocoa
Bonita Springs
Sarasota
Estero
Pembroke Pines

346
277
276
253
243
207
178
176
156
133
126
23

Reminder of the Rules for the FOG Driving Contest
1. Vehicle – the vehicle/body must be a 356 manufactured by Porsche with a chassis listed as being manufactured 1948 through 1965. The engine can
be any Porsche or non-Porsche engine.
2. Driving rules for owners of one 356 – All miles count that are driven by the owner or his/her immediate family (spouse, children.) Miles driven
by others are not counted.
3. Driving rules for owners of more than one 356 – All miles count that are driven by the member or his/her immediate family regardless of which
of the 356s is being driven. The reported miles are the sum of the miles driven by the multiple vehicles. “Double” miles do not count when more than
one vehicle is driven on the same trip by different family members. In that case only the miles driven on one of the vehicles can be counted towards
the total miles driven for that outing.
4. All reporting is on the honor system with accuracy as a goal.
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Amelia Island Masochist Run
by Jack Kasmer

Ever since I sold Glen Getchell “Rudy” his beloved C coupe,
we have been best of friends. Actually a good match as our
personalities are 180 degrees apart. If you average out the
two of us we make one somewhat normal human being. But
I go astray. This is a tale of why 356’s are to be driven and
why one should have no fear of the “long trip.”

The driver said “ I have welding equipment” and my buddy
here is almost nuclear certified. ???? What are the odds? We
left the roadster and drove the three blocks to his house with
the broken shifter.
Repairing this piece was not an easy or straightforward job.
In fact, it may not even be possible but they thought they
might be able. It required some ingenuity and lots of talent to
make the two pieces one. After about three hours, the shifter
was one piece again. We thanked them and we’re ready to
leave for the installation but they insisted they stay and help
to make sure all was well. Being spring loaded, of course the
innards shot out everywhere when the lever was removed so
it took more than one head to figure out how it went back.
Five hours after breaking the lever we said goodbye to our
new friends and left off in the rain and dark to complete our
trip.

A few years ago, back in the days when the Speedster was
rarely driven, we thought it might be a good idea to try driving
my speedster on a longish trip. Also Glen had just bought
a roadster and it would be driven for 1) a shakedown run
and 2) to see what the big deal was about top down driving.
It should be mentioned here that Glen is a hardcore coupe
guy. Never owned a cab before he purchased his Roadster
and never felt the need to. For our shakedown run, Amelia
Island seemed like a good idea. We’ll see the concours and
maybe check out an auction. He drives the Roadster and I my
Speedster. It was christened the “Amelia Island Masochist
Run”. You can guess who came up with that name.
We have made the trip almost every year since. The only
rules were that we had to drive topless regardless of weather. One common thread that connects all our trips was that
we always left early so we’d get into Jacksonville before
dark. We have yet to make it in that timeframe. The Roadster
(being the practical joker that it is) would always come up
with something on the way that looked like the end of our
trip but always end up being a simple (bizarre but simple)
fix. Except for one year where stupidity was the main factor.
But I digress.

The point of this story is about driving 356’s. Not to scare
you but to tell you that when driving your 356 you’re never
alone. In all of my trips I’ve never been stranded. If an
untoward occurrence happens, it’s only minutes until just the
person you need pulls up to lend a hand.

This time would be different. Glen, who has some experience piloting airplanes, prepares his vehicles like a preflight
check. And this time the Roadster had been completely disassembled, redone, restored and checked to the ‘nth degree. We
were going to make it in early this trip. It was assured. NOT!

I personally drive my 356 alot. And I’ve gotten lax on doing
preflight checks and also have a bad habit of using critical
parts that “Aren’t THAT bad.” (NOTE: trip to Columbia
Gorge has broken me of that bad habit). I’ve had a misadventure or two on these trips, most I was able to fix myself
and one that required a part. The common thread was that
within five minutes of pulling off, help, or the notification of
help on the way, came pulling up.

Halfway on our back roads trip, the roadster could not pull
away from a stoplight. It seems it would not shift. Or at least
the shifter would not move the shifting rods. Pulling off the
road we tried to figure out what happened. Removing the
tunnel cover, revealed that the shifter had broken where it
joins up with the piece that moves the linkage. It had snapped
right at its pivot point. This is not an easy fix. Or maybe not
even fixable.

Thus, I’ve never been stranded. Nor have I ever been with
anyone in a 356 that ended up stranded. Plus you meet great
people. New friends, get to talk about your car and best of
all, get to drive it. I’ve driven almost 90,000 miles in my
We tried to fashion something to at least be able to catch
speedster (most of that since 2009) and have always made
one gear, but things overall looked gloomy. After about five
it back driving the car not on a flatbed. Ya gotta have faith!
minutes of trying to devise something, a pickup pulled up.
As my buddy Glen says “if you want something pretty to
Two locals asked me if we needed help and if we had tools. A
look at, buy a poster, 356’s are for driving”. I agree. End of
bit brusquely I said “tools we got, what we need is a welder”.
lecture. KTF!
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Brian Redman’s 2015 Targa Sixty Six –
Palm Beach International Raceway
by Lee Payne, Treasurer

It was a cool and misty morning as the sun crept slowly above the trees at
Sam’s Club in Melbourne, Florida. Out of the mist came one, then another, and another, and before long there were thirteen Porsches gathered in a
back-road caravan heading south on SR 441 for a day of automotive adventure. There were Boxsters, Caymans, 911s, a new Turbo, a GT 3, a 924, and
others. I was fortunate to be riding in one of those cars – a beautiful 2002
996 Twin Turbo, owned by Ken Shearer. The leader of the group, Ralph,
began the day by lying to us all that he wasn’t going to push it – staying
within 10 mph of the speed limit. But I would imagine there are still some
cows in pastures along 441 that aren’t giving milk.
Each year Brian Redman, former F1 and Porsche racing driver among other
marques, puts on a fun event at Palm Beach International Raceway (formerly Moroso Motorsports Park), just west of Jupiter and Palm Beach Gardens,
Florida. This year the event was held February 20th, 21st, and 22nd.
Targa Sixty Six was started in 1991 by Brian for owners of vintage and
modern high performance and collector cars who do not necessarily wish
to race them, but who like to drive at speed under controlled conditions, in
the company of others with like interests.
At each event, members get three days of track use, and can expect to have
6-8 hours of track time each weekend or more if they feel up to it. On hand
are track marshals, as well as EMS vehicles and staff. Lunch is provided
for participants on Friday, Saturday and Sunday at the track, and Saturday
night includes a semi-formal (jacket and tie) evening dinner.
Examples of members’ cars include: Ferrari: Daytona 275 GTC, 512M,
F40, F50, 348, 355. Porsche: 962/956/917/910/550A/Speedster: Jaguar:
“D” type, “E” type, XJR7. Chevron: B15/B20/B16/B19/B21/B36. Lola:
T70 Mk III/IIIB/T296/210. IndyCars: Penske, Lola, March. IMSA GTP:
Spice/Chevrolet, Spice /Ferrari. Camel Light: Spice/Buick, Tiga/Mazda,
Tiga/Ferrari. Morris Mini Cooper “S”, Fiat Abarth, Lotus Elan, Super 7,
Elite: Ford GT40, Mk I, Mk IV, Mustang, Corvette, and various modern
street cars. In attendance this year was a new Porsche 918 Spyder, and
McLaren 675LT.
Sold as an annual “Membership” for $2,000, it includes track time and
all meals for two for the entire weekend. Gate admission is included for
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member, spouse and three others such as
crew, guests, etc. Spectators and car clubs
are encouraged and pay only gate admission
which I believe was $15.00. We didn’t need to
pay because Space Coast Region, PCA’s Don
Silverzahn worked a deal with Brian to allow
the club free access, and even better, a full 20
minutes on the track to play with our personal
cars. In addition to watching – and listening
to many of the cars flog their way around the
track, the twenty minutes I spent with Kenny
Shearer in his incredible 2002 twin turbo,
was the highlight of the day. A former racer
himself, he gave a new Porsche Turbo and a
GT 3 a run for their money – and we had the
windows down!
Prior to going to the track, Space Coast
Region PCA, and specifically event Chair
Ralph Fritsche, organized a rare opportunity for us to visit the private Larry G. Wilson
Automobile Collection, which is nearby.
Larry’s collection has over 75 cars that are all
maintained in a climate-controlled environment by a full time staff. What a wonderful
collection with plenty of vintage Porsches.
We were allowed ample time to delve into this
world of motorsport history.
Thanks to Space Coast Region, Ralph and
Don for putting on a great double-barreled
event. Don’t miss next year’s Targa Sixty Six.
It is a rare opportunity to see and hear some
fabulous vintage and current race and collector cars at speed – maybe even your own.
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Provided by Alan Winer. (Answers are on page 9)

VIEW FROM THE Back SEAT
by Haley Daley Cooper

Many of you know me, as I had frequented many FOG events
with my parents, Debbie and Bill Cooper. Sometimes you
may have seen me in “Max” our 1960 black Roadster with
tan interior, which was very complementary to my coloring.
It was wonderful to ride in Max with the top down and the
wind blowing in my face. Other times
you may have seen me in “Smokey”,
our 1956 Radium Green coupe with a great sunroof to let the breeze
blow in on me. This year we brought
Smokey to the Gathering of the Faithful in Bradenton.

Meanwhile, my dad had taken Smokey to the Concours site.
This year was really special as Smokey won People’s Choice
in the “Outlaw” class and thanks to Mr. Dan Bird and his
lobbying efforts, very unexpectedly I was awarded People’s
choice for the “Best Exhibit Class”. Then WOW, I received
a life time FOG membership at the
Business Meeting. That was really
special–thanks Mr. Prez Alan.
Additionally, I want to thank all
the FOG members who petted me,
loved me, looked after me during the
various events when my parents were
off doing other things. I want to thank
all the FOG members for always
making me feel so very welcome
and one of the “car guys”. It is with
sadness that I must let you know that
my final ride as a passenger was on
20 February 2015 when I crossed over Rainbow Bridge,
with my parents at my side telling me how special I was
and how much they loved me. Please remember to treasure
every day and everyone you love because before you know
it, life’s journey is over.
Love, Haley

As in previous years, it was a wonderful event, beginning with yummy
treats on Friday evening. Poor Janis-I
drooled on her nice pants and felt very
badly but I couldn’t really help myself
as the melanoma on my tongue was
growing back. She understood and forgave me once Mom
told her that my drool washed out with warm soap and water.
Although I was led to believe we were on “vacation”, Mom
had me up on Saturday morning, first to proctor the Tech
Quiz and then to keep watch as she graded the quizzes.

FOG puzzler of the month
What is this picture of, what is its counterpart in Dearborn, MI, and whose 356 is it on? Send your answers to Alex Dearborn
at alex@dearbornauto.com. Answes will appear in the next issue.
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Use the MESSAGE BOARD
The message board is an alternative way to
post Sale and WTB items that will remain
on the board as opposed to having to be
renewed every issue. Additionally, this is a
great venue for asking technical advice or
requesting resource information. In order to
prevent spammers, there will be one universal password for easy access. If you want to
post or reply, you will also need to personally
register following the site instructions. Save
your personal password to use for removing
your ads and to make future postings.

Performance Service & Support

At Troysport, we share your passion for Porsche.
Our 40 years of experience allows us to offer the
following services for the complete line of Porsche vehicles.

Answers to Castrol Sport
Car Quiz on page 7
A. Austin-Healy
B. MGA
C. Jaquar
D. Saab
E. Triumph TR-3
F. Porsche

Engine:

maintenance, updates and repairs;
rebuilds to factory or race specs

Transaxle service:

street; performance; custom gearing

Restoration:

interior, exterior, structural, top installation

In addition we offer:

DE and race prep as well as full race car
builds and driver coaching

3838 Commerce Loop, Orlando, Fl., 32803
For consultation or an appointment call Sid at:

407-297-7733 www.troysport.com
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FOGlight Editor
8311 C.R. 208
St. Augustine, FL 32092

Early morning shot of the 1956 Porsche550 A LeMans Prototype was first in class and 5th overall at Le Mans.
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