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2021 Gathering
of the Faithful

Four speedsters displayed under the cypress trees on Lake Harris at the 2021 Gathering of the Faithful held at Mission Inn
in Howey-in-the-Hills, Florida on Feb. 27.
photo by Jack Stenner
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Welcome New M

Jeff Bown (not brown)
Monthly
Regional
Kacy Curry

Lakeland, FL
Plantation, FL
Sanibel, FL
Indian Harbour B
Meetings
Tampa, FL

If you are interested in suggesting or organizing a FOG statewide or regional event,
contact Trustee Peter Bartelli, Events Chair, or your regional coordinator listed below.

Thomas Gabriel
Pensacola, FL
Rex Harrison (returning member) Panama City, FL
Katie Messer
Orange Park, FL
Central Florida (Orlando area) Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch tours
occasionally, butJoseph
not on a fixed
schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both
the breakfasts
Owens
Goshen,
NY
One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with
a marvelous group of people – our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida
make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a system
of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.

and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com or call at (407) 6290248.

Matt Peckham
Whippany NJ
Douglas Pierce
Holly Hill, FL
Northwest Florida Contact Dave Jerome at dmjerome52@cox.net or (850) 240-3610.
Joseph Scafario
Bradenton, FL
Southeast Florida We are looking for a location to hold our first Saturday of every month
get togethers. Jim
ContactShartzer
Steve Bamdas
at Steveb@rivamotorsports.com
Paul Raben
at
(returning
member) orBoca
Ration,
FL
praben356@gmail.com for more information.
Ivan Holtz
Pompano Beah, F
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area) Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at First Watch
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area) Get together first Saturday of every month. Location
varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.

Restaurant at the Publix Plaza located on University Parkway, just east of 1-75 (exit 213).
This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa. Contact Fernando Lopez at (727) 417-1120
or mk2lopez@yahoo.com.

Submit contact changes to Alan Winer, Membership Ch

Welcome
New Members
Monthly
Regional

Kent Ferguson		
Brooksville, FL		
1962 B Coupe
If you
are interested
suggesting1960
or Cabriolet
organizing a FOG sta
David
Mathews		
Naples,in
FL		
Robert Wakefield
Brooksville,
FL		 Events
1963 Chair,
B Coupe or your regiona
Trustee Peter
Bartelli,
Lawrence Raia		
Sanibel, FL		
1962 Coupe

One of the 2major benefits of owning a 356 is the opport
marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. Sin

President’s Message

Editor’s Note

by Paul Raben

by Robin Hoffman

As you read this I am gratefully happy to
announce that Robin Hoffman has taken on
the responsibility of “keeping the LIGHT lit”.
The FOGlight has a new editor and we can
all sigh a collective breath of relief that the
FOG newsletter will live on. We will again be
looking for articles from our members about
their trips or repairs and attempted repairs
that didn’t go as planned. Please send your article, photos and
musings directly to her at RobinCHoffman@hotmail.com.

I think our FOGlight newsletter is a lot like an
old 356. We all love them, but keeping them
running can be tricky and exhausting. Janis
Croft has spent a lot of years keeping FOGlight
humming along and has set me up for
success. Thank you! I will do my best to keep
her steering in the right direction. I do have
help though. Harry Allen, a Porsche enthusiast
and professional Graphic Designer has agreed
to help me layout the newsletter. That said, to make this work
I need stories and photos of your adventures, mishaps and successes.
Please email these to me at RobinCHoffman@hotmail.com.

As I write this I am up in New Jersey for a family member’s funeral
which we drove up for. As we were driving in stop and go traffic on
I-95 through four states, I thought about the difference between
trying to get somewhere and a trip driving the 356 on a fun trip.
We have driven I-95 too many times to count up the East Coast
but only once have we driven the 356 to New Jersey. We attended
the East Coast Holiday in Ocean City taking coast roads, lumbering
ferries and generally taking the slowest route possible. While we
were sitting in traffic not moving I thought about the pleasure
of driving in the 356 and the difference between that adventure
and how there was no pleasure in our current predicament. With
pleasure as we all know comes a little pain. I remember only
being able to find fourth gear occasionally because of a failing
shift coupler. And I remember running red lights late at night
because if we down shifted and had to start in first we might not
get fourth gear back. I remember having to change the coupler in
the parking garage in 30 degree weather. And I remember having
a blowout on the Jersey turnpike on the way home. But therein
lies the difference, the trip was memorable, the good and the not
so good, where as sitting in traffic on I-95 is something you want
forget as soon as you get to where you are going.

My husband, Steve, and I joined FOG before we even had a 356
and have enjoyed many adventures with the club. I am usually the
voice of reason in our relationship.
Me: “Honey, the floor under my feet feels hot!”
Him: “Oh, I am a bit worried about the brakes hanging up. Can you
reach the fire extinguisher under your seat?“
Me: “STOP THE CAR!!!”
Yet, I have been right beside him driving to PCA Parade no matter
where it is in the country for the past 10 years! We have made some
great friendships through this club and the PCA. I look forward to
getting to know even more of you as the new FOGlight Editor. I
know you all would be racing to my aid with parts and tools if my
356 was broken down on the side of the road. So, when I ask for
articles and photos I hope you will be just as eager. Keep driving
those 356’s and keep the stories rolling! And always remember to
keep the Faith!

We are once again looking forward to road trips to events after
over a year of not going anywhere in any of the Porsches and
especially the 356. Of course, that means getting the cars road
ready and assembling the collection of 356 spare parts needed to
maintain our record of never not being able to fix, rig or replace a
part to keep going. I might have just jinxed myself by stating that,
but I am willing to take that risk.
We are registered for Porsche Parade in French Lick Indiana and we
are going on the Ultimate drive that Fred Uhlman puts together to
Vermont and New Hampshire so this year we will once again be
putting miles in the 356 which we have dearly missed.
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FOG Million Mile Club
Drive Those Cars Contest

Article by Dennis Brunotte
Photos by Mark Pribanic

Covid-19 still has many of us staying pretty close to our easy
chairs at home, but the light at the end of the tunnel is getting
brighter as is the opportunity to schedule a vaccine.
Most of our contest participants begin to volunteer their 356
miles when their odometers reveal a few more impressive drives,
so as is typical for this first springtime report, our efforts seem a
little weak. “Not to worry, though,” because we have some super
mileage-makers hiding in our midst who are itching to get back
at the fun of mixing our stylish classics in with all the look-alike
SUVs that seem to own the road.
Join our group for our “it’s just for fun” contest as we work towards
our second million miles. Email Dennis at dkbrunotte@gmail.com
and we’ll add you and your 356 to our list of “performers.” What
follows below is our early list of “winter” drivers.
			
Jim Bruton
Winter Park
4619
Mark Pribanic
Neptune Beach
4167
Jerry Holderness St. Petersburg
827
John O’Steen
Vero Beach
688
Chip Reichhart
Vero Beach
606
Pete Bartelli
Venice		
461
Jamie Cielewich
Orlando		
345
Steve Bamdas
Lighthouse Point
325
Bill Cooper
Jacksonville
249
John Reker
Winter Park
235
Steve Hoffman
Cocoa
115
Dennis Brunotte Naples		
55

Mark Pribanic on I-95...

...heading to New Smyrna Beach

4

Wheels & Keels

Article and photos by David Kelly

The Wheels & Keels Antique & Exotic Car & Boat Show was held
Saturday, April 10, 2021 at the Moorings Yacht & Country Club in
Vero Beach, with all proceeds going to local charities. Although
it was not an official Porsche sponsored event, several of our
FOG members participated by entering their cars in the judged
competition. There were thirteen classes in all, ranging from
Full Classic Cars and Original Cars, to Specialty and Race Cars
of various types, with the classes generally separated by the
decades of manufacture and production. It was not unusual to
see Porsches matched against Corvettes, Jaguars, Cobras, and
English roadsters. The field also contained early classic cars,
modern exotics, a sizable contingent of American muscle cars,
and classic antique boats. No matter what your automobile
preference may be, there was something for everyone to enjoy.

Blue Cabriolet,
red Coupe, silver Sting Ray

John Osteen also brought along his Red Ford GT, which was
awarded the Blue Ribbon for Best-in-Class against strong
competition in the Original Specialty Cars division.
Music from the ‘50’s and ‘60’s played on the field while
participants and spectators roamed through the cars and boats,
and enjoyed a lunch prepared by the Moorings’ staff before the
class winners were announced.
Class winners were presented their trophies with a parade across
the red carpet at the end.
All-in-all, there was much to see from early classic cars and boats
of every era to some of the most modern exotic automobiles on
the market today. Beautiful weather combined with a beautiful
venue, great cars, and great people made it a perfect day for all
car lovers!

Much to see in the show field

Forbes Anderson’s spectacular Black 1958 356 Super Speedster
won the Blue Ribbon for Best-in-Class of the Sports Cars 1960 and
Older division. Other fine examples of 356’s were there as well,
including John Osteen’s beautiful 1964 Blue 356 SC Cabriolet
which was in strong competition with Chip Reichhart’s equally
impressive, 25K original miles, 1963 Signal Red 356 Coupe in the
Original Sports Cars 1961-1980 division. A silver 1966 Corvette
Sting Ray Coupe took top honors for their division, but it was a
very close race!

Forbes Anderson
and his 1958 356 Super Speedster
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MA DAVIS and BE TAYLOR CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE
Enjoy & Protect Your Rides Policies written in all 50 states
Get the right insurance plan for your needs & peace-of-mind!

Contact Us at https://dtccins.com
Our services will not add to the cost of your insurance.
You will have an advocate to represent you if you ever
have a claim.
Let us help you select the perfect company and fit
for your needs.

We represent, in alphabetical order, multiple companies
to meet your specific needs.
• American Collector
• Heacock Classic Car Insurance
• American Modern
• J.C. Taylor
• Condon Skelly
• LeLand West
• Grundy
• SafeCo Insurance
• Hagerty
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Friendships Forged Through a Restoration

Article and photos by Pat Yanahan

We all have experienced the comradery among 356 owners
which is something special. Since joining the family in 1985
with an A Coupe my wife Bonnie and I have made longtime 356
friends here at home and in Europe. Major cosmetic restoration
has been my stress relief and I have won awards at national
contests for my work. But recently I was challenged with a ’55
Pre-A Speedster that had a hidden history of being rolled and
crushed at Road America. Now I met a whole different group
of 356 enthusiasts. These were not owners but suppliers and
craftsmen who had a passion for our beloved 356’s. We quickly
realized that this was not going to be an easy repaint. After
multiple days of sanding we had collected two 5-gallon pails of
body filler dust and discovered a totally rippled outer and then
inner body. There were parts from A cars and even B cars in a
piecemeal of band aid repairs. Of course, this was a track car and
that is what you did to keep them racing. Up here in the Midwest
we have a lot of talent but I did not realize how good until we
got down to the need for serious metal professionals.
Rippled body then...

...new rear now

Original components for not only the body but the engine and
interior and the non-existent emergency brake were a challenge
to find. You have heard the expression “nut and bolt” restoration,
well this was what this project was! A friend and neighbor
Gregory Serduke was a known restorer of fine British show
cars so he took on the task to clean, rebuild and refinish major
components – then install them. He went to the painstaking
effort to perform almost forensic investigation of the original
color or plating finish of even the smallest parts that had been
painted or tared over. He also engineered transmission and
clutch components since this car was a mixture of pre-A, A and B
parts. Our collective project gave him great respect for German
engineering. By coincidence, the Midwest warehouse of Metric
& Multistandard Components was located in my village. Almost
daily trips for metric hardware were probably a nuisance to the
counter folks but once they understood the project, they helped
match all of the metric hardware. These early Porsche’s did not
use Phillips head hardware so they hunted down slotted head
supplies from their other warehouses and suppliers in Germany.
Their one request of me was to bring the finished Speedster to
show them when it was completed.

Mike Lurrs, Pat Yanahan, Fred Meyer

I had worked with Fred Mayer on small metal fabrication
projects for many years and knew that he knew 356’s and
was a closet perfectionist. We became good friends and
shared military experiences. This turned out to be his biggest
Porsche project ever. Before any disassembly Fred made paper
templates indicating where all of the factory seams and weld
marks were located so it matched the factory spots exactly
when he reassembled the body. The only saving grace about
this body was that there was no rust. A few major body parts
were outsourced but they still required a lot of cutting, fitting
and leading. Mike Luurs had prepared and painted several major
American concours winners and got the exact formula for the
single-stage Glasurit white of that year. The combination of the
rippled (but now back to original condition) factory metal and
Fred’s work produced a perfect candidate for Mike’s talented
paint work. After body work was finished, he proceeded to
priming then five coats of paint with sanding between each.
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None of these craftsmen knew one another but since the shop
was behind our residence my Bonnie became the short-order
cook for lunches and an occasion dinner when the work day
just got too long. They all realized that we were working for a
common goal and that was to resurrect a treasure to its preracing condition. Well, it turned out a lot more than that. We
all faced frustrations requiring some engineering and working
together but the common goal of bringing back a piece of
Porsche history also generated new-found friendships.

Trans assembly
by Gregory Serduke

A fellow member of the Midwest 356 Club, Paul Masanek had
worked on a few Speedsters before so he started the wiring with
a YNZ harness. Paul’s attention to sub-components went down
to exact electrical and mechanical correctness even if it did not
show. His knowledge of pre-A parts was textbook.

Wiring by Paul Masanek

As of this writing the promised completion date is May. I have
plans to show it at a local concours and drive with the top down.
My son and his family are scouting the Naples area now in hopes
that my wife and I may become your neighbor there in Florida
in a year or two. I have been a FOG member for a couple of years
knowing that was our plan. We have a couple of 356’s and would
love to drive them year around!

Perfect Power was known as the leading 911 racing engine shop
in the Midwest. The owner Sol Snyderman took on rebuilding
the Speedster engine with newfound enthusiasm. He just joined
the faithful by purchasing his very first 356, a C Coupe then the
project turned into a labor of love as well.
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Exploring the Brumos Collection
The NE Florida Owners Group (FOG) recently visited the “Brumos
Collection” of race cars that span more than a century with
emphasis on Porsche’s race history. Fourteen members traveled
from far and wide to meet at the museum. Members arrived
driving three 356’s, two 911’s, a 2021 Corvette and a 1949
Cadillac convertible. We did, however, drive in mass to a BBQ
restaurant for lunch. It was a great experience.

Article by Jim Voss
Photos by Peter Harholdt and Janis Croft

memorabilia are not behind velvet ropes are fully accessible to
museum goers.
Here are some other examples of the automobiles you will see:

14 members visited
the Brumos Collection

1968 908

1968 Porsche 908 driven by the likes of Jo Siffert and Vic Elford.

The museum was the inspiration of Dan Davis who recently sold
the world famous Brumos Porsche to the Fields Automotive
Group. The sale of the properties forced the movement of the
almost secretive and eclectic collection of cars and memorabilia.
Mr. Davis felt it was important for Brumos racing fans to be able
to enjoy the historically significant Porsche cars in his collection.
With that in mind, he commissioned the building of a 35,000
sq. ft. area museum taking design cues from a 1926 Ford plant
that still exists in Jacksonville. The wooded property is accessed
through beautifully sculptured gates giving way to the museum
and a 1926 Ford Model T which greets visitors and is in keeping
with the 1900’s architecture theme.
The Brumos Collection

1970 917K

1970 917K in the Gulf livery driven by Steve McQueen in the
movie Le Mans.
1972 917-10 1100 hp Can-Am car and the first to wear the
Brumos white with red and blue stripes livery driven by then
Brumos owner Peter Gregg and Hurley Haywood.
1973 917-10 Porsche driven by Peter and Hurley who went on
to win 4 Daytona 24 hour races along with many more victories.

FOG member and museum volunteer, Evan Silvi, arranged
for several 356’s including a Carrera to be brought out for our
perusal. While the majority of the collection are Porsches the
museum also contains a number of race cars from the early
1900s. American built Millers, Peugeots and a Bugatti along with
other beautifully restored makes can be found. Volunteers and
interactive displays can answer your questions. The vehicles and

Mr. Davis carried on the Brumos racing legacy until 2013 when
drivers Leh Keen and Andrew Davis won the GT Championship.
The museum is open on a limited basis and tickets must be
purchased online in advance. More information can be obtained
on their Facebook page or Brumoscollection.com.
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50 Year Love Affair with Porsches
Summarized from previous articles by Dr. Daniel Bird
Photos by Daniel Bird, Ray Baldino and David Kelly

Dan Bird has owned 14 Porsches (including
a Porsche Tractor!), has been involved
with Porsches for 55 years and a PCA and
356Registry member for 40+ years. In fact,
he is Member #155 in the 356Registry and
has been a long-time FOG member.

Daniel Bird

I became enamored with Porsches in the
1960’s during my Graduate School studies
at the University of Michigan. As with all
long-time affairs, we have suffered some
bumps along the way. Luckily, my wife
Neila enjoys the cars as much as I do. In
fact, our first date was in a 1965 Porsche
Cabriolet!
I traded my pristine VW Karmin Ghia for
my first Porsche coupe, a little white 1962
coupe that really had beautiful lines; just
something about the way she looked and
sat got my attention. I was already familiar
with the motor in the trunk, but I had not
yet learned about the dangers of rust to
the entire unibody structure (no frame!).
One fateful morning I went to the garage
and the car did not start, everything
seemed OK, power, lights, but not even a
click of the starter?? When I opened the
rear deck lid I realized that the motor was
no longer in the car. It was just sitting on
the garage floor! Nothing remained of
most of the underbody, floor pan and
longitudinals! Absolutely everything had
become a victim of the Michigan snow and
all the salt they put on the roads. So, my
first experience with Porsche was a junked
rust bucket with the motor in a separate
box that I had to pay to have hauled away!
Nine years later my wife Neila, 3 kids and I
moved to Sarasota/Bradenton Florida. With
rust no longer an issue, I was drawn back
to the “new” 911 look when it replaced the
356. I could still see the shape of the 356 in
it and I believe that it can still be seen with
today’s new models. So, I bought a 1969
912 and was enamored again.

I bought my third Porsche, a 1965 356
Cabriolet, in Fort Lauderdale while running
a methadone treatment facility and drug
abuse program. Both were interesting
experiences, but there was more fun
dealing with the Porsches. This was in the
early 70’s so we still were not aware of the
value of A/C or 12 volts for cars. I had foldin vents on the doors, and the trick was
to unzip the rear cabriolet’s rear window
and get a gale-force wind when moving,
albeit very warm wind in the summer!
This cabriolet took me to a meeting at Pier
66 where I was encouraged to join the
Porsche Club. My first experience was a
multi-event weekend at Sebring’s Harder
Hall which included concours, rally, and
autocross. I was hooked. I really liked the
people and they were clearly good friends.
They were all very competitive but helped
their fellow competitor when needed.
This Porsche lifestyle continued with
making great friends, having fun, and
watching Vintage Racing take off. In
the early 1970’s during a meeting in
Delray Beach, a group of us got together
and decided that banging our rare and
increasingly valuable sport cars into others
didn’t seem like a good plan, so Sportscar
Vintage Racing Association was born. We
could race the old cars, but preserve them
with gentlemen’s polite rules.
After a bit more than a decade later, I took
a job teaching at Louisiana State University
Medical School and sought out club
members in the area. Pistol Pete Maravich,
a famous professional basketball player,
had one of the few Turbos in Louisiana.
Pistol Pete planned an informal event
during which we would race across Lake
Ponchitrain, over the 23-mile bridge for
brunch. Pete said it was “all arranged” and
to follow his Turbo – 11 of us did. It was
a very quick trip over the lake at speed,
as much as my 356SC would give me (88
mph) but ahead of the 914!
Of course, the 911s just sped away. As
we slow cars started to catch up on the
other side, I saw many blinking red lights
and police cars. All the other Porsches
were stopped. The driver of the 914 and
me crept along and were almost through
the gaggle of police and Porsches when
someone yelled in a bullhorn that we, too,
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Road Atlanta, 1970’s

Porsche Parade Rally, Michigan, 1989

356 National Holiday,
near Asheville, NC, 2002

were driving Porsches, were also guilty,
and to stop. As you can imagine, they were
not happy officers as Pete had only talked
to a friend who was a state cop and no
communication had occurred before now.
After many autographs by Pete, free tickets
to the New Orleans Jazz basketball games
and a great deal of cash, they let us go to
the restaurant. However, no one had any
money left, so Pistol Pete paid for all our
meals with a New Orleans Jazz basketball
team credit card!
After over 50 years of racing, concours and
adventures with great friends I am proud to
be a member of the Porsche community.
The doctor is in!

Sadly, Daniel Bird passed away in February
of this year, but his passion for Porsches
and stories will live on.

FOGLight Editor
4626 James Road
Cocoa, FL 32926

Neila Bird’s 1959 356 Sunroof Coupe photographed by Vero Beach Portfolio Magazine

“If you don’t look back at your car after you park it, you’re driving the wrong car.”

