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“Corral Queens” – Two Gorgeous 356’s at WERKS
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Four speedsters
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trees on Lake Harris at the 2021 Gathering of the Faithful held at Mission Inn
in Howey-in-the-Hills, Florida on Feb. 27.
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Meetings

If you are interested in suggesting or organizing a FOG statewide or regional event,
contact Trustee Peter Bartelli, Events Chair, or your regional coordinator listed below.

Thomas Gabriel
Pensacola, FL
Rex Harrison (returning member) Panama City, FL
Katie Messer
Orange Park, FL
Central Florida (Orlando area) Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch tours
Joseph Owens
Goshen, NY
occasionally, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both the breakfasts
One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with
a marvelous group of people – our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida
make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a system
of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.

and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com or call at (407) 6290248.

Matt Peckham
Whippany NJ
Douglas Pierce
Holly Hill, FL
Northwest Florida
ContactScafario
Dave Jerome at dmjerome52@cox.net or (850)Bradenton,
240-3610.
Joseph
FL
Southeast Florida We are looking for a location to hold our first Saturday of every month
Jim Shartzer (returning member) Boca Ration, FL
get togethers. Contact Steve Bamdas at Steveb@rivamotorsports.com or Paul Raben at
praben356@gmail.com
more information.
Ivan for
Holtz
Pompano Beah, F
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area) Get together first Saturday of every month. Location
varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.

Southwest Florida (Sarasota area) Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at First Watch
Restaurant at the Publix Plaza located on University Parkway, just east of 1-75 (exit 213).
This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa. Contact Fernando Lopez at (727) 417-1120
or mk2lopez@yahoo.com.

Submit contact changes to Alan Winer, Membership Ch

Welcome
New Members
Monthly
Regional

James Gregory

Saint Augustine, FL
1964 C Coupe
If you are interested
in suggesting
or organizing a FOG sta
Pamala Behar
Surfside, FL
1965 C Cabriolet
Trustee Peter Bartelli, Events Chair, or your regiona
Kim Thorpe

Jacksonville Beach, FL

1961 Super Cabriolet

One of the 2major benefits of owning a 356 is the opport
marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. Sin

President’s Message
Getting Ready to Hit the Road

by Paul Raben

in the previous paragraph and carry backups. I read an article
once that mentioned trying to find a clutch cable in the middle
of nowhere, so I have one of those. Another article mentioned
looking for a 6 volt coil; I have two of those in case you might
need one. I carry jack stands so I don’t have to work under the
car using only the jack EVER again. Some of the FOG members
that have roof racks or the luggage rack on the engine lid carry
a suitcase with parts. If I had either of those racks I would have a
suitcase full of parts, too. In lieu of the suitcase I use every spare
inch of space for our parts.

This summer and fall people will finally
be hitting the road for the trips that were
cancelled due to the pandemic. We had to
cancel a couple of trips ourselves that we
were really looking forward to including the
356 Registry’s West Coast Holiday in Oregon.
This summer we are going to the Porsche
Parade in French Lick, Indiana but in one of
the other Porsches. We are taking the 356 on Fred Uhlmann’s
Ultimate Drive to Vermont and New Hampshire, then over to
Maine and down the East coast.

Once the trip is getting close and you’ve done all the
preventative maintenance for your 356 (so you hope) you now
have to get the car packed and the route planned. The drives for
these events are planned but you still have to get to the starting
points. Ours is Bennington, Vermont. The problem with living
in Florida, especially South Florida, is you have to drive hours
to get somewhere to just to be able to enjoy driving. There are
some roads in Florida that are very nice, but you have to drive on
those other roads to get to them. FOG has thought about tours
we could organize but you can’t drive through South Florida in
a 356 on a tour unless you have a very high pain threshold. The
Saturday groups organize drives to destinations in their area
with small groups which work out well.

This brings me to the point of what do you do to get your 356
road ready? Do you take the basics like oil, plugs, belts (always
carry two, an extra one for back-up or one for the other person
with a broken one), points if you still have them, fuel filter and
distributor cap and rotor. Or do you carry the items that the road
has forced you to find and fix on past trips. I am in the latter
group and operate using the Boy Scout motto “Be prepared” or
the advanced motto “Be overly prepared”.
Our big trip is in September so right now we are planning and
anticipating what is going to fail along the way (which as we
all know can be anything and everything). The first thing to
be done is replacing steering parts and front rotors. And if the
rotors are grooved, which I know they are, brake pads will need
to be replaced. I have already replaced all the parts mention

Back to the trip to Vermont and New Hampshire, or wherever
the rest of you might go. Now that the work is done, all you
have to do is gather the spare parts, clothing you think you will
need, snacks and a cooler with food and drinks and load them
all into the car. You lock the doors to the house and hit the road
hours later than you had hoped and retrieve any forgotten items
like your phone or wallet in a single trip back! Our whole trip
including going east to Maine then back down the coast to
home could be 4000+ miles so we will be on the road for a while
in a beautiful part of the country.
We are really looking forward to being back in the 356 and on
the road again. The best thing is you are driving a 356 on scenic
roads and you are not in a big of a hurry anyway. Plus, we have a
bunch parts with us to be ready when something breaks.
Now that we all can, get out there and drive those 356’s and
maybe we will see you on the road.

Are you prepared?
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FOG Million Mile Club
Drive Those Cars Contest
Our Porsche 356 FOG Million Miles Club
continues to creep towards what will be
our second million miles as participants
record their progress every couple of
months. Several members still await the
return of their tubs from their respective
repair shops as estimates for the work
turn many times from 3 weeks into 3
months (but we’ve all experienced one or
two of those “time outs” ourselves.)
Karen Walker has forgotten what her 50s
Continental looks like after scheduling
relaxation in Maine for the summer and
leaving the 356 garaged in Cocoa. Michael
Branning shipped his 356 to California so
he could enjoy the “North Meets South”
Porsche-fest, and while there he made
the scenic drive along the Pacific Coast
Highway from Los Angeles to San Jose.
My driving has slowed considerably and
I’ve been advised to allow my wife Lynda
to do all the driving. But with two fun-todrive Porsches, I’ve got to sneak out every
once in a while, so the ophthalmologist
just shook his head and said, “Just call me
when you do and I’ll start a movie on TV.”
Here’s how our group is doing:

by Dennis Brunotte

Mark Pribanic

Neptune Beach 7346

Jim Bruton

Winter Park

4619

Sharon Cobb

Tampa		

3041

Jerry Holderness St. Petersburg

1803

Chip Reichhart

Vero Beach

1047

John O’Steen

Vero Beach

688

Michael Branning Lexington, SC

565

Steve Bamdas

Lighthouse Point 542

Pete Bartelli

Venice		

461

Dave Jerome

Niceville		

436

Paul Raben

Ft. Lauderdale

408

Jamie Cielewich Orlando		

345

Bill Cooper

Jacksonville

336

John Reker

Winter Park

285

Steve Hoffman

Cocoa		

115

Dennis Brunotte Naples		

103

Get out there
and drive those cars!
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Frank Hood

Greg Tate

Dennis Brunotte

Sandhills Motoring Festival

Article and photos by Gerry Curts and Pete Bartelli

The Sandhills Motoring Festival was an unexpected surprise
with an outstanding list of entries. Most were European sports
cars dating back to the early 1900’s mingled with a few rare and
interesting early US cars.
Over Memorial Day weekend we went to Pinehurst, NC, where we
showed Gerry’s 1962 356B S-90 Sunroof Coupe in the councours.
The Sandhills Motoring Festival was a very impressive event
with 182 cars entered. It was great to see old friends like Judy
and John Boles, and to make many new friends.
The attendance started to build in the morning and not a mask
was in sight. By the time the sun finally peeked through the
clouds the village streets were full of “car crazy” folks. The show
officially started with the National Anthem, a bagpipe player
and an invocation by a uniformed, highly decorated, Air Force
officer. We were impressed. Carefully placed (and not too loud)
speakers around the village carried the opening ceremony,
announcements throughout the day and favorite music of the
‘60s - ‘80s!

Streets full of car crazy folks

There were about 20 classes if you count subgroups. Gerry’s
class #15 was divided in 4 subgroups: A-D. Gerry’s car was shown
in the pre-1970 European Sports Cars category. There were five
Porsches and five other makes entered including a very rare 1954
SIATA powered by a 2 liter Fiat V-8 motor. Only 11 of these were
made, only 7 now survive. This car had purportedly won at both
Pebble Beach and Amelia Island. Gerry’s 356 got a lot of attention
including a standing ovation at the awards presentation. He won
first in class. We definitely plan to return next year!
Gerry Curts’ award-winning
1962 356B S-90 Sunroof Coupe
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MA DAVIS and BE TAYLOR CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE
Enjoy & Protect Your Rides Policies written in all 50 states
Get the right insurance plan for your needs & peace-of-mind!

Contact Us at https://dtccins.com
Our services will not add to the cost of your insurance.
You will have an advocate to represent you if you ever
have a claim.
Let us help you select the perfect company and fit
for your needs.

We represent, in alphabetical order, multiple companies
to meet your specific needs.
• American Collector
• Heacock Classic Car Insurance
• American Modern
• J.C. Taylor
• Condon Skelly
• LeLand West
• Grundy
• SafeCo Insurance
• Hagerty
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A Search Rewarded - Fifty Years Later
Article and photos by Greg Tate

I can’t express how nervous I was when I flew up to see the car
and his collection. Oh my. His shop. His lift. His collection!

When I graduated from high school, over 50 years ago, I bought
the owner’s manual for the 1964/5 356C. I thought that one day,
in the near future, I would find a nice used 356 to replace my
affection for and tinkering with VW bugs. Seemed easy enough,
but, you know where I’m going with this, life just gets in the way:
college, job, marriage, moving for my job, kids, grandkids. It was
always something. Don’t get me wrong, I have no complaints.
My wife and I have been truly blessed. But, after I finally retired
and all the kids were off the payroll, I started looking again. I
quickly realized after a few near misses, that I was not going to
be able to afford my 356 dream car. Not even a rusty coupe.

Of course, it needed work, but not much. It was all original
except for a big bore upgrade to the numbers matching engine.
Even the top and the paint were original. It had been mostly
garage kept, so the paint looked pretty darn good. A bit of chips
here and there, and an ugly dent on the driver side rear quarter,
but otherwise a beauty. And, as Dave Barry would say, “I’m not
making this up.” There was no rust on this East Coast car!

Well, during a random conversation with a friend, I mentioned
that I was in the market for a project car. I had given up on
getting a 356 and was looking for a 70’s 911 or maybe a tired
old SC 911 that I could waste my money on. My friend said his
dad used to hang out with a guy up near DC who had several
Porsches and that I should get in contact with him. I expected
nothing to come of it, but to my surprise, he emailed me to say
that because of his age and health, he was liquidating his herd.
He mentioned he was selling a little red 1965 Cabriolet that
had not been driven in about 10 years. I was intrigued, but not
optimistic.
We traded emails, he sent pictures, we talked by phone, taking
the measure of each other. You’ve heard the advice “… buy the
owner over the car…”. So true. He was a true gentleman, former
farmer like me, and a retired engineer like me. We struck up a
friendship and then we struck a deal.

Damaged quarter panel

On a handshake, I bought the car for his asking price. This
included a complete engine rebuild at the local 356 speed shop
nearby (the cost of which we shared). While I waited for the
engine work to be completed, he began to search his parts bins
and attic. The car was equipped with a set of alloy wheels on
some 15 year old tires. Over the 6 weeks it took for the rebuild,
he found the original chrome wheels and hub caps, a Lietz
luggage rack, a cover, a tonneau cover and a wealth of books on
repairing and maintaining the car. He even gave me an 11 by 17,
five inch thick shop manual, all in German. I have been taking
Deutsche lessons for over 2 years, but I recognized only about
10 words; and those were mostly numbers!
And as a final gift, he gave me a puzzle. Actually, it was a
complete 912 engine disassembled and sitting in several card
board boxes. I haven’t even touched the boxes, other than to
confirm it’s all there, including the Solexes. Oh do I have plans!
My goals for the car are first and foremost to keep the car as
original as possible. I don’t want to build it out as a showroom
car. I don’t want to have it stripped and painted. Mostly original
quality cars like this one are rare. I’m shooting for high end
driver quality. Of course, as any new owner would, I’d like to
trick it out with all kinds of gear. But I won’t. Instead, I am only

Definition of a “Barn Find”?
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areas that I’m tempted to touch up, but my 356 Aficionado
buddies are counseling me not to do any more. So, I’m stopping
there with the paint. However, I did not seek their permission to
dye the canvas top back to it’s original black. Thank goodness I
didn’t, it looks almost new now. On cool mornings in my garage,
I continue to clean the inside of the top with magic erasers, Mr
Clean and some isopropyl alcohol for some of the misplaced
headliner glue.
The seller and I have become friends over the last 6 months. We
talk on the phone every couple of weeks and I send him photos
of the projects I have completed. He has been a great help as I’ve
sorted through some of the issues with this old car. I know he is
pleased; maybe as much as me!
Being judged at WERKS Reunion

Ready for a drive

focusing on “see, be seen, reliability and safety.” In this vein, I
have replaced most of the dashboard and running lights with 6
volt LEDs. I’ve installed a starter relay and am looking to do the
same for the windscreen wipers. I have replaced the tires with
period correct Vredesteins and I ditched the Abarth muffler for
original “through the bumper guards” pipes. None of this has
been cheap, but this is important. I may have to do something
(reluctantly) about the seats. They are sagging and the leather is
ripped in many places. A proper rebuild with new leather might
not hurt the originality too much and it sure would have helped
my backside on our first trip to Amelia Island for WERKS.
As for the paint, I’ve had the damaged area repaired and the
body shop matched the paint perfectly. There are a few more
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2021 Amelia WERKS Reunion
Humility Control in the Florida Heat
On May 21, a beautiful sunny hot day, approximately 650
Porsches descended on The Amelia River Golf Club, Amelia, FL
for the 2021 East Coast WERKS Reunion. Models of early 356s
up to the latest Porsches with the price sticker just recently
removed took their position either on the judged field or in the
display corral.

Article by Alan Winer
Photos by Janis Croft and Robin Hoffman
Waiting on the judges

The judged field

I am personally aware of what it takes to organize and execute
car events. But when the Porsche Club of America puts on one of
the largest Porsche events on the East Coast, one would expect
the judging level of the Concours to be of the highest standard.
It doesn’t matter what the criteria of the judging is: whether it is
strict originality, or the car and it’s owners relationship, or some
other measure of assessment. I would think that assigned judges
would have a knowledge of the make and model of the cars they
are judging; if not you basically have a People’s Choice Concours
by a committee of two. It was disheartening to hear one judge
admit that he has no knowledge of the 356 model and a two
minute judging time is usurped by a discussion of one of the
judges’ later model Porsche.

I can only report on the 356 judged class as I never left that
area. Only nine 356s were presented for judging and seven of
them were FOG members: Greg Tate, Jerry Holderness, Tom
Keating, Dave Jerome, Jim Doughton, Bruce Wood and myself.
FOG members took 1st place – Dave Jerome’s 1956 Speedster
and 3rd place was Jerry Holderness’ 1958 S-90 Speedster. Other
FOG members who chose to enter their cars in the display corral
were: Charlie Fizer, Ross Silverbach, Frank Hood and of course
no Porsche event would be complete without the appearance
of Mark Pribanic. I was surprised by the low numbers of 356s
attending the event; in comparison the GOF will normally have
forty plus cars in their Concours.

I understand that when you have a Concours which consists
of many different marques, some of them rare and unique, the
judges can’t possibly be aware of all the nuances of each car but
WERKS is the “Big Kahuna” of the Porsche world and PCA should
take judging qualifications seriously. In speaking to others, there
seems to be a consensus about the declining level of judging or
the lowering of judging standards at WERKS.

Before I begin with my rant, I would just like to state that I have
no issue with the winners in the 356 class. All nine entrants
were exceptional cars and any one of them were entitled to
recognition. Also, I want to acknowledge the people that put
on the WERKS Reunion. We are all grateful to the organizers and
volunteers that made this possible. They did an incredible job.

There are basically two types of judges. Those who know very
little about your car and piss you off and those that know too
much about your car and piss you off. Perhaps we can establish
a Radio Concours Show. Entrants will call the live radio show and
describe their car to a panel and at the end of the show, winners
will be awarded. Sorry, no Goodie Bags.

356s in the display corral

Admirers in action
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Cars and Coffee at the Amelia Island Concours
Article and photos by Dave Jerome

Starting in 2013, “Cars and Coffee at the Concours,” held at The
Golf Club of Amelia Island, invites individuals with vintage, exotic,
and collectible vehicles to gather on the same show field used to
display vehicles entered in the following day’s prestigious Amelia
Island Concours d’Elegance. Unlike Sunday’s main concours
event that is limited to a select group of vehicles with unique
historical significance, Saturday’s Cars & Coffee at the Concours
features a diverse group of vehicles that celebrate the automotive
enthusiast’s spirit. Owners wake early, drive to The Golf Club at
Amelia Island, shine up their prized cars, and gather with likeminded enthusiasts for a cup of coffee, and a day filled with
automotive eye candy.
This year’s Cars and Coffee was held on Saturday, May 22, 2021,
following WERKS Reunion. As well as meeting many new friends,
I saw many participants from the previous day’s festivities at
WERKS, and had the pleasure of meeting Cam and Bob Ingram
from Roads Scholars, who were showing a 1951 Porsche 356 splitwindow at Sunday’s Concours. All in all, a great weekend of fun,
friends, and Porsche camaraderie.

Several rows of 928’s...

Tucked in amongst a large group of Porsches,
the author’s ‘56 Speedster on the main show field

...and many more colorful Porsches

An orderly departure from the
show field behind a 356 Cabriolet
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FOGLight Editor
4626 James Road
Cocoa, FL 32926

Dave Jerome receiving his blue ribbon at WERKS Reunion in his 1956 356 Speedster

Photo by Damon Lowney PCA

