October 2019

Miles added on
356 Southern Drive
Sunday’s luncheon drive to Glen-Ella Springs Inn through north Georgia’s winding roads.
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Welcome New Members
FOG Officers & Contacts

Alan Winer, Trustee
President and Membership Chair
alanwiner@356FOG.com
8311 C.R. 208
Saint Augustine, FL 32092
Stacie Rennick, Trustee
Vice-President
stacie@crabil.com
Bill Cooper, Trustee
Treasurer
barrett356@verizon.net
Mike Davis, Trustee
Event Chair
madavis356@gmail.com
Paul Raben, Trustee
Email Coordinator and
Facebook Administrator
praben356@gmail.com
John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com
Janis Croft
Webmaster/FOGLight Editor
jlcfog@gmail.com
Website:
www.356FOG.com
Facebook:

Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

Past Presidents of FOG
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003
The FOGLight is the official
publication of the Porsche 356
Florida Owners Group (FOG).
It is published in evennumbered months. Send
articles, photos and suggestions
to: Janis Croft, Webmaster /
FOGLight Editor at jlcfog@
gmail.com

Tim Baker
St. George Is, FL
		
Dave Jerome
Niceville, FL
Jerry Mitchell
Palm Beach Gardens, FL
Bob Rode
Estero, FL
Chip Steward
Deland, FL
Thomas Willhite
Boyton Beach, FL

1959A Coupe, 1959 Conv D,
1958 Speedster, 1962B Cab
1956 Speedster
(no car listed)
1963B T6
1964C Coupe
1964 SC Coupe

Submit contact changes to Alan Winer, Membership Chair (alanwiner@356FOG.com)

Space Coast Region Oktoberfest Event
and Kirk StowerMemorial Trophy
The Space Coast Region PCA will have their annual Oktoberfest BBQ/Picnic/Concours/
Swap Meet event on Saturday, Nov. 2 at Burton Smith Park on SR 520 west of Cocoa.
FOG is formally invited and there will be a People’s Choice Event for all 356s. The overall
winner (most votes) will receive the Stowers Memorial Trophy. Kirk was 356 FOG President from 2003 to 2007 and owner of Stowers 356 restoration shop. Registration fee of $15
per person, which includes lunch, will be payable at the event. Please don’t miss this event
even though it might be a bit of a drive. I would like to start a preliminary list of attendees,
so if you plan to attend please email me at jreker@cfl.rr.com.
John Reker – Event Chair

Monthly Regional Meetings
If you are interested in suggesting or organizing a FOG statewide or regional event,
contact Trustee Mike Davis, Events Chair, or your regional coordinator listed below.
One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a
marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida
make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a
system of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each
other.
Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch
tours occasionally, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both
the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com
or call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month.
Location varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.
Northwest Florida: Looking for a regional coordinator. Contact Alan Winer at
alanwiner@356FOG.com if interested in volunteering to fill this role.
Southeast Florida: We are looking for a location to hold our first Saturday of every
month get togethers. Contact Steve Bamdas at Steveb@rivamotorsports.com or Paul
Raben at praben356@gmail.com for more information.
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at
First Watch Restaurant at the Publix Plaza located on University Parkway, just east
of 1-75 (exit 213). This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa. Contact Fernando
Lopez at (727) 417-1120 or mk2lopez@yahoo.com
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Prez Perspective
I’m sure by now most of you are aware of the accident involving Harriet and
John Lovejoy on the way home from the Southern Drive. Initially, I wasn’t going
to write about the accident but to write anything else on this page would seem
trivial.

How lucky we are
from John Lovejoy

After a wonderful weekend with friends and driving our Porsches at the Southern
Drive, we were driving home when out of nowhere a Suburban ran a stop sign at
a rural intersection south of Dublin, Georgia and T-boned us at 50 mph. I could
not open the door and Harriet was unconscious. I popped the top and crawled
out to attend to her. A fire truck came first, then an ambulance and we decided to
take her to a trauma one center in Macon over 60 miles away. That was a frightening ride at 100 mph on interstate 16. She had regained consciousness and was
responsive but had massive internal trauma including a lacerated liver and spleen,
hemi-pneumothorax with multiple broken ribs on both sides, fractures of both clavicles, and thoracic spine T8 compression
fracture and multiple lacerations including a macerated-lacerated ear. They put in a chest tube, gave her two units of blood,
two units of plasm and one of cryoprecitate to stop the internal bleeding and began treating the other injuries. Day by day,
she continued to improve and two weeks after the accident, we were able to move her to rehab at Brooks in Jacksonville.
She is regaining her strength every day and her outlook is good.
There are several lessons learned.
• One, the metal in the Porsche collapses absorbing the shock, otherwise we would not be here. The state trooper said that
a modern car would not have withstood the impact as well and we would probably have not survived.
• Second. Shoulder seatbelts are a must. Despite the bruises, we remained in the car.
• Third. The Trauma One team in Macon was amazing.
• And lastly, the support of our friends and children has carried us through the physical and emotional trauma. The support
has come from all over and is the most heartwarming and loving expression of caring we could ever ask for.
Got to love those Porsches! And their owners!
Driving only a few car lengths in front of our good friends, the sound of the impact and the view in my side mirror was horrifying. I can’t possibly imagine what it was like for John and Harriet. When I approached their car, I honestly didn’t think
Harriet had survived. John was immediately trying to get out of the car to help Harriet. His forehead was split open, his arm
was messed up and his door was jammed closed. I believe his attention to Harriet in the initial minutes before the EMTs
arrived was instrumental to her recovery. I can say that for Janis and I, with the EMTs, the State Troopers, fire truck and the
medevac helicopter hovering overhead, the situation became almost illusory.
After John and Harriet were on their way to the hospital, Janis and I gathered up the rest of their belongings and got the
Porsche flat bedded to a safe location. We then headed to Macon where Harriet was admitted to the Trauma Center, an hour
and half away. We met Charlie and Lauren Fizer near the hospital but we were unable to visit Harriet that evening or the
next morning. It was a long night and I could not get the sound of the crash out of my mind and Janis cried most of the night.
We get immune to this type of incident by the daily input of local and national media reporting, but the experience of this for
Janis and I has affected us far more than we could have comprehended. I can’t and won’t even attempt to speak for Harriet
and John or even attempt to convey their experience.
The incredible support of the Porsche 356 community and John and Harriet’s friends was overwhelming. All of us were
terribly shaken up by this. The fragility and resilience of the human body amazes me. I’m not a miracle
theorist kind of person but Harriet’s recovery is the closest I’ve come to experiencing one.
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V

The schedule was loose allowing for guests to take off on
their own and drive the curvy roads or hike the trails in
the mountains of Georgia. More organized options included a trip to the Wolf Mountain Vineyards. This beautiful
winery, located near Dahlonega, GA, was founded some
years ago by Karl Boegner and his family. Karl has long
been a Porsche aficionado and maintains an impressive
stable of vintage Porsche cars in museum quality garages
filled with racing memorabilia. Lunch was served overlooking the massive vineyard with the mountains on the horizon.
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Another optional event was a
Photo Safari that was organized
by our own FOG members, Glen
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and Mary Getchell. The Safari was
designed to test the competitor’s
imagination, determination, creativity, adventurism, and
observational skills. Participants could make up their own
teams or go solo. All one needed to do was find the items
on the Photo Safari list and get someone to take a photo of
your team with the item. No selfies allowed. One example
was to have a photo taken of you or your team in the back
of a police car. Some of the items were hilarious and others
were quite challenging, e.g. get a photo with a nudist. None
of us knew there were two nudist colonies in the vicinity of Helen and of course, no one obtained that photo!
He

The Fifth Southern Drive in Helen, Georgia was held September 19-23. As in the past, the participants came from all over
the country ranging from the states of Washington, Texas,
California and Massachusetts and even a British photographer.
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The Southern 356 Drive

Photo by David Weaver

Photo by Janis Croft

Photo by John Hearn
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On Sunday, all of us drove the beautiful 100 km trip to Glen
Ella Inn for our farewell luncheon in Helen. This year the
schedule was extended two days to include an optional drive
to Highlands, N.C. with an overnight stay and a historic five
hour train ride on the The Great Smokey Mountain Railroad.

Captions for photos:
Page 4: Friday drive participants parked at Wolf Mountain
Winery. Karl Boegner (black hat) describing his collection.
Conversing around the camp fire.
Page 5: Mary and Glen Getchel devised the Photo Safari and
dressed accordingly. Saturday winning Photo Safari team in
go carts. Leonard Scrantz and George Bryan, two of the original organizers of the Southern Drive. Joe and Kim DeNais
on Sunday drive in their 1961 Roadster. Part 2 participants
of the Highlands, N.C. trip pose in front of historic train.

Of course, this fabulous event would not be possible without
the hard working volunteers that plan, organize and pull off
the logistics. The team includes George Bryan, Leonard &
Sherry Scrantz, Glen & Mary Getchell, Daryle & Becky
Higginbotham, John & Lois Wolosick, Rudy & Judy Bernhard.

Photo by Janis Croft

Photo by John Hearn

Photo by Janis Croft

Photo by John Hearn
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Bleeding Blues
by Alan Winer

It seems that with many endeavors with which I get involved,
there is always some singular aspect that causes me issues.
Bleeding brakes is either simple for me or it becomes an
arduous task. And this is baffling because Janis constantly
states that I’m quite proficient in getting rid of excess air. I
have all the toys: Motive Pressure bleeder (works most of
the time), pneumatic bleeders, vacuum bleeders and even the
Phoenix System. All of which I have tried to sell at swap
meets (except for the Motive) to no avail.

they often do not return to their previous state and will now
bypass fluid resulting in a low pedal.
Before Ab Tiedemann’s passing, I would have frequent
phone conversations with him. He convinced me that gravity bleeding was the way to go. Just let the fluid flow out until
the bubbles were gone. Just be sure to keep the reservoir
full. This has worked for me with various systems. Although
I am a proponent of pressure bleeding on the Porsches, it
is not always feasible on other cars. During one particular
frustrating brake job, I found myself searching the internet
for the miracle solution to high hard pedals. In the late hours
of the night, deep into the vast and endless array of helpful
and not so helpful brake bleeding technique suggestions,
I found the following tip. Get a piece of wood and wedge
it between the seat frame and a depressed brake pedal and
leave it overnight.
So I did, and the next morning I had a high and hard pedal.
I have used this technique successfully on a few occasions.
I’ll let you figure out the physics.

The British cars are particularly maddening because many
have the bleeder screw at a low point in the system. Janis
has lost all enthusiasm in sitting in the car, up on the lift and
pumping the pedal for times much longer then I had initially promised her. When I was able to coax her into helping,
she would bring a book and bottle of water. I have been told
that after a day of frustrating brake bleeding, that I am not a
compatible dinner partner.
If at all possible I now avoid pumping the brake pedal when
bleeding the system. Years of use will keep the first part of
the bore smooth and polished and pressing the pedal pass
that point is inviting a MC failure. Pushing the MC piston
into the unworn part of the bore which is usually corroded and uneven will or can destroy old hard MC cups and

I don’t believe those that say they never have had trouble
bleeding brakes. Its like those guys that brag they never
broke a threading tap. They are either lying or they never
have tapped.

2019 Ponte Vedra
Auto Show
by Vincent Vuong

I entered my 356 in the 2019 Ponte Vedra Auto Show.
The show was originally scheduled for the previous week,
however it was pushed back to Sept. 22 due to Mother
Nature. Despite the postponement, it was a record turnout.
The show received an overwhelming 250 entries of collectible and vintage car participants with a record 4,100 spectators attending. The show’s setting was also done differently
than previous years. The show cars were displayed on the
lawn instead of the scorching hot asphalt pavement, which
made it more comfortable for the participants and car enthusiasts. Four special anniversaries and one memorial trophy
were showcased this year. Special milestones included the
30th anniversary of Lexus and the Land Rover Discovery plus the 50th anniversary of the mid-engine Porsche
914 and 60th anniversary of the Mini. There was only a
handful of 914’s at the show. Most Porsches that were being
showcased were late models, and most were water cooled.

Florida Crown Region Classic Porsche Winner Vincent
Vuong poses with Hurley Haywood next to Vincent’s
1957 Porsche 356.
6

The FOG Million Miles Club—Drive Those Cars Contest
by Dennis Brunotte

The participants in our Porsche 356 FOG Million Mile Club continue to accumulate miles at an impressive rate and have
covered a great deal of geography along the way since our last report.
Volker “Frostie” Schneemann represented us in Europe at both the Bielefield 356 Outing and the 356 Rally Tour cranking out loads of miles along the way. Allen Peerson, Bill Cooper and Paul Raben are among our members who drove to
Flagstaff, Arizona and the West Coast Holiday. Jim Bruton continued his unbroken string of Helen, Georgia excursions as
well as his drives from Orlando to the ocean beach to be with his extended family several times a week. He may be our best
example of a “daily driver” – a true mileage-maker!
We will solicit additional miles as November nears an end, and our final tally for 2019 will be Sunday, December 15.
There’s still time to add your miles – write to Dennis at dkbrunotte@gmail.com and join us in The FOG Million Mile Club
– every mile counts towards our grand total, no matter how few! Here are the current participants driving 500 miles or more
at this point.
Jim Bruton
Mark Pribanic
Paul Raben
Jim Spears
Alan Winer
Glen Getchell
Bill Cooper
Gary Resnick
Volker Schneemann
Jerry Remillard
Jerry Holderness
George Dunn

Winter Park
Neptune Beach
Fort Lauderdale
Madeira Beach
St. Augustine
Seminole
Jacksonville
Boynton Beach
University Park
Southwest Ranches
St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg

Steve Bamdas
Glenn Long
Frank Hood
Curt Dansby
Chip Reichhart
John Reker
Allen Peerson
Buster Venable
Fred Trippensee
Pete Bartelli
Jack Kasmer
Chris Nelson

8940
6503
5279
4042
4039
3335
2867
2750
2591
2466
2389
2305

Lighthouse Point
Dunnellon
Bradenton
Charlotte, NC
Vero Beach
Winter Park
Jupiter
Cocoa Beach
Avon Park
Venice
Sebring
Crystal River

Show Your 356FOG
Colors
Go to our “Merchandise Store” for all your FOG gear!
https://www.356fog.com/MerchStore.html
Name Badges

Grille Badges

Hats and Visors

Polo Shirts - Polyester or Cotton
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2200
2173
2041
1955
1397
1240
1232
930
715
628
603
510

Save the Dates!
Thurs, Feb 6 - Sun, Feb 9
The 2020 Gathering of the Faithful will be held in Crystal River!
Watch for registration information via email and FOGLight in December.
Mark your calendars now!

Photo by Renee Hood
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FOGLight Editor
8311 C.R. 208
St. Augustine, FL 32092
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Sunday Drivers Meeting (top photo) and cars lined up for the scenic drive to lunch at the historic Glen Ella Inn.
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