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FOG Officers & Contacts

Past Presidents of FOG
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

Alan Winer, Trustee
President and Membership Chair
alanwiner@356FOG.com
8311 C.R. 208
Saint Augustine, FL 32092

Bill Cooper, Trustee
Treasurer
barrett356@verizon.net

Mike Davis, Trustee
Event Chair
madavis356@gmail.com

Paul Raben, Trustee 
Email Coordinator and 
Facebook Administrator 
praben356@gmail.com

Chip Steward, Trustee
lacidar@hotmail.com

John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com

Janis Croft
Webmaster/FOGLight Editor 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Website:
www.356FOG.com

Facebook:
Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

The FOGLight is the official 
publication of the Porsche 356 
Florida Owners Group (FOG). 
It is published in even-
numbered months. Send 
articles, photos and suggestions 
to: Janis Croft, Webmaster / 
FOGLight Editor at jlcfog@
gmail.com

Monthly Regional Meetings
If you are interested in suggesting or organizing a FOG statewide or regional event, 
contact Trustee Mike Davis, Events Chair, or your regional coordinator listed below.

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a 
marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida 
make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a system 
of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.

Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch 
tours occasionally, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both 
the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com 
or call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month. 
Location varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.
Northwest Florida: Contact Dave Jerome at dmjerome52@cox.net or 850-240-3610
Southeast Florida: We are looking for a location to hold our first Saturday of every 
month get togethers. Contact Steve Bamdas at Steveb@rivamotorsports.com or Paul 
Raben at praben356@gmail.com for more information. 
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at 
First Watch Restaurant at the Publix Plaza located on University Parkway, just east 
of 1-75 (exit 213).  This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa.  Contact Fernando 
Lopez at (727) 417-1120 or mk2lopez@yahoo.com

Welcome New Members
 Will Roseborough Jacksonville, FL 1965 C Coupe
 John Ross Windermere, FL 1965 C Coupe
 James Rowe  Hobe Sound FL  Returning Member  

Submit contact changes to Alan Winer, Membership Chair (alanwiner@356FOG.com)

CONTROLLING yOUR GAs
by Alan Winer

It’s always a good idea to periodically run your 356 on the reserve gas position even if the 
tank is full. You can build up sediment and water on the bottom of the 
tank which can restrict the lower part of the screen and prevent flow to 
the low pipe or send water into your fuel line and when you do need to 
go on reserve you may have starvation issues. But do this close to home 
at a good speed. This way you can find out about it before you need to 
go on reserve late at night and stall out next to a “Bear Crossing Sign” 
in the middle of the Ocala Forest.

So here’s a tip on how to locate the positions of the fuel cock lever. Whether the car is an 
early model where the handle is down in the AUF (on/open) position or a later model where 
the handle is up in the AUF (on/open) position, or whether someone installed the handle the 
wrong way: Up or down is ON, full clockwise is RESERVE, full counterclockwise is OFF. 

ZU-AUF Plate

www.356FOG.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/101347046588178/
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President’s Perspective by Alan Winer

GENERATOR REBUILD 
I had mentioned in a previous rant that when I converted my C Coupe to twelve volt, I had flashed the generator. Either I 
had held the contacts too long or connected the wrong terminals, nevertheless, I sent up a cloud of smoke that would have 
awakened our ancestral indigenous natives. Although I am not positive that the Southeastern flatland inhabitants were 
proponents of smoke signals, I’m sure that somewhere some higher or spiritual life form was shaking his/her head. 

Small 6 volt Bosch generator cases stuffed with 12 volt internals were not the best solution but that’s what we have to deal 
with when converting a 356 to a 12 volt system. These small diameter 12 volt generators are expensive and difficult to find 
and 12 volt rebuild kits are scarce, expensive and also difficult to find. So, I started cross referencing VW generators, but 
the many different models of VW generators and the parts numbering system with it’s changes through the years can cause 
your hair to curl or straighten in my case. To complicate matters even more, when I removed the generator end plates (end 
bells), stuff just fell out on the bench and I lost all sense of reassembly order. I searched the internet, but there is little, if any, 
information on rebuilding 356 generators.
 
Out of desperation, I contacted a Porsche 356 enthusiast whose coat I have tugged on a few times previously with other 
electrical issues and he has always been extremely helpful.  He sent me 12 volt parts, information and photos on how to 
rebuild my generator. I have condensed and organized the information and hope it will be helpful to you.

This is the commutator end of the armature just as it comes 
out of the end bell. From left to right
1) The armature itself
2) A circular clip on the armature (hidden here)
3) A machined spacer 
4) The bearing (this is an unsealed bearing)
5) A thin bearing shield, dished side towards bearing
6) The shaft spacer with the machined groove on it
7) Wavy spring washer—its purpose is to take up slack 

between the bearing and the end shell

A better view of the machined spacer direction, the wavy 
spring washer and the grooved spacer

The disassembled stack below, does not show wavy washer 
at the end. 

Continued on page 4
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Partial disassembly of the fan end showing bearing exposed.
left to right
1) Armature
2) Circlip on shaft
3) Thicker machined spacer
4) End bell with bearing

Partial disassembly of fan end, left to right:
1) Armature
2) Circlip on shaft
3) Thicker machined spacer
4) End bell with bearing still inside
5) Shaft spacer (without groove?)

Disassembled fan end bell
Bearing retainer had protrusion facing armature windings
Bearing shield was dished towards bearing

Make sure when reassembled that these spacers are installed 
on each shaft end. Otherwise, when you are tightening the 
fan nut or pulley nut, the fan flange or pulley flange will rub 
on bell end.

The fan end bell housing below.

You can see the bearing retainer plate with screws and 
washers, and the thicker machined spacer, underneath is 
another circlip on the armature shaft.

Continued from page 3

Continued on page 5
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An old diagram, but not accurate / complete.

By the way, the open bearings have these thin shields on 
them to protect them somewhat. When using shielded 
(preferred) or sealed (not recommended) bearings, the thin 
shields are not required but it is recommended to re-install 
them anyway to maintain clearances. The correct bearings 
are SKF 6202-2ZJEM shielded bearings

Since you will have the field coils out of their frame, you 
will need to re-polarize the generator after it is reassembled 
to re-magnetize the pole pieces, and to verify the direction of 
rotation. Do this before it is installed and it is NOT connected 
to the voltage regulator.  Also, where the two field coils are 
wired together, make sure the little fibre ‘fish paper’ insula-
tor is glued inside the housing to keep the field connection 
from shorting to ground.  I also adhered strips of this insulat-
ing paper inside the housing under each short end of the field 

coils  You can purchase small sheets of “fish paper” on eBay, 
it has an adhesive side and measures .010” in thickness.

A battery (+) connected to D+ and battery (-) connected to 
DF will polarize it. Adding a connection from the chassis D- 
or ground screw to battery (-) will test motor it.

I completed the rebuild and bench tested it. The armature 
spun freely with no rubbing on the field coils and it appeared 
to motor just fine. This will be my back up generator as both 
my B and C have been converted to 12 volts. I placed it in a 
box and labeled it as rebuilt. And at this point it is simulta-
neously both functional and non-functional, as I won’t really 
know until I install it in a car. Its similar to Schrödinger’s 
Cat Theory, (The Copenhagen interpretation of quantum 
mechanics), you won’t know until you open the box if the 
cat is dead or alive.

Continued from page 3
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Confessions of 
a Porsche Wife
by Kathy Payne 

Dates in our early courtship always included Porsche club 
functions—we still have awesome friends from those long 
ago days. So I would posit that the PEOPLE contribute the 
bulk of my enjoyment with these cars. Now, that doesn’t 
mean I don’t appreciate the iconic lines, the sheer fun of 
driving them, or the feeling I always get from the attention of 
being behind the wheel! I should point out that BL (Before 
Lee), I would not have been able to tell you what a Porsche 
was, much less be able to point one out. So it’s Lee I have to 
thank for (this and so much more) introducing them to me.

When we met, Lee was driving his first Porsche bought 
while he was still in college. It was a used 1966 912, orange 
with black interior. I have fond memories of him coming 
over to my house, and hearing that very distinctive sound 

as he approached. This 
picture is of me sitting 
with him in the 912 
smoking a cigarette at the 
Daytona 24 Hours while 
manning our region-
hosted Porsche Corral. 
No one could believe he 
would allow me to smoke 
anywhere near his car but 
I had “leverage”. We are 
now on Porsche number 
eleven but the 912 still 
holds a special place in 
my heart.

As we continued to date over the next three freakin’ years (the 
man couldn’t make a decision), he sold the 912 and bought a 
yellow 911E. Just before we were married, he became presi-
dent of what was then Cape Canaveral Region of PCA and I 
was secretary. The next picture was on our wedding day, as 
we prepared to leave on our honeymoon in the 911E. 

In quick succession Lee’s job took us first to Texarkana, 
Texas and then to Huntsville, Alabama. We sold the 911E in 
Texas, and later purchased another Porsche—a 1974 911. We 
became members of Heart O’Dixie Region PCA, and Lee 
produced the newsletter for some time. We loved Huntsville, 
and made great friends, but we wanted to come home. After 
three years, we transferred to the Naval Training Equipment 
Center in Orlando.

Tiring of the Orlando traffic, we bought a piece of property 
on the Indian River in Rockledge and built our dream home 
in 1985. Since then we have enjoyed a series of Porsches, 
including our first 356. We were in the process of build-
ing our home when Lee saw a newspaper ad for an origi-
nal owner, 1964 356C coupe. For all you youngsters not of 
a certain age, newspapers are recycled paper, ink-smudged 
bird cage liners. That was the ONLY way other than Pano 
or word of mouth to find a car. We drove the fifteen miles 
to the owner’s residence and bought what should have been 
our ‘forever’ 356. Unfortunately we succumbed to greed and 
sold it pretty quickly....stupid, stupid, stupid!

For the last 20 years of my career, I drove from Rockledge 
to Orlando and back every day. My last few working years, I 
drove a 1992 Porsche 968. It was a red six-speed blast that I 
absolutely loved. It rattled like a tin can with a marble in it, 
but it was fast and I didn’t have to worry about every little 
rock ding.

In 2007 we attended a Space Coast BBQ and technical 
session at the 356 shop of Kirk Stowers, opening up a whole 
new sub-set of Porsche lovers and greatly expanding our 
Porsche family circle. Lee knew Kirk from PCA but hadn’t 
seen him in quite a while. By the time we left his shop, Lee 
was begging Kirk to find him a 356 to restore, provided he 
could work along with Kirk and learn. Kirk agreed and it 
wasn’t long before they were on their way to Gary Kempton’s 
(GK Restorations) in Tallahassee to pick up a 1959 Cabrio-
let. They started on the restoration, and just as it came out 
of the paint shop, ready for assembly, a fellow FOG member 
visiting the shop, made Lee an offer he couldn’t refuse.

After the Cabriolet, Lee purchased a 1960 Roadster from 
California. It still had original paint but needed restoration. 
Half way through the restoration, Kirk was diagnosed with 
cancer, and sadly, soon passed away. Buster Venable took 
over the existing projects and Kirk’s business, and ultimate-
ly completed the restoration of the Roadster. Lee and Buster 
took it to the 2014 Winter Park Concours while I stayed 
home awaiting company. A couple hours before our friends 
were due to arrive, Lee called saying that the car had won 
its Class (Gold). I couldn’t miss seeing him win that trophy, 

Continued on page 7
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so I jumped into the truck and sped to Winter Park arriving 
just in time to ride with him up to the podium (photo above). 
My girlfriends understood and only had a wait a short while 
before we returned.  I actually left them a key but Coupe, the 
wonder dog, refused to let them in!!  The next year we took 
the Roadster to the 2015 Space Coast Oktoberfest where we 
won the People’s Choice award. It was very meaningful to 
Lee to have his name on the Kirk Stowers Trophy and have it 
presented to him by Kirk’s widow, Rosemary Layne. 

farther afield. While we have only been to one of each, we 
found them to be exceptional.

It was at one of our FOG Gatherings at the Mission Inn (may 
have been over a beer or two) that Lee asked John O’Steen 
to please sell us his C4S if his wife ever decided to let it 
go. Happily it now resides in our garage next to Lee’s latest 
restoration project.

Our most recent restoration project is a 1959 356A Convert-
ible D Super. This time Lee punched way above his weight 
in trying to make everything original and perfect. Once 
finished, Lee took the car to the 2019 Space Coast Oktober-
fest and won the People’s Choice award again (photo below). 
He has promised me this is our last 356 restoration project . 
. . he can keep the C4S Cab.

The Oktoberfest and annual Gatherings are now an integral 
part of our yearly calendar. Florida is a rather large state so 
it’s nice to be able to re-connect with distant FOG members. 
Lee and I feel fortunate to have met so many friendly, inter-
esting and entertaining members. 

Now just a word about the Southern Drive....what a fantastic 
idea this was and what a successful event this has become....I 
love expanding our range of wonderful 356 owners. My 
only regret is that it is not yearly. From bluegrass to drive-
in movies featuring Porsches to yummy grilled pig, this 
event has captured the spirit of 356 friendship. Once again 
our Porsche family has expanded to include some absolutely 
dear friends across the United States. East and West Coast 
Holidays have also allowed us to meet wonderful 356 lovers 

For me it has always been the people. From the very early 
days to the present, we have made so many awesome friends 
representing such a variety of members of the Porsche 
community. We continue to meet more all the time. As a 
Porsche wife of 44 years, I wouldn’t change a thing.

Continued from page 6

Cooking crew at the 2017 Southern Drive
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Eight new drivers joined our ranks for this installment of our early summer edition of the 2020 FOG Porsche 356 Driving 
Contest. Several have indicated having some trouble managing both Sheltering at Home and Social Distancing and finding 
time at the wheel of our classics; some group activities have been cancelled altogether as we remain watchful of the omni-
present virus, which on the other hand, gives us some time for tuning and repair. Now what did I do with that #10 socket?

Here’s the report on the progress of those who have driven over 300 miles to this point, and we can accommodate many 
more participants.  Write dkbrunotte@gmail.com to add your miles to our group total.

2020 FOG MilliOn Miles Club
Drive ThOse Cars COnTesT 

by Dennis Brunotte

Mark Pribanic Neptune Beach 6269
Jim Bruton Winter Park 5818
Glen Getchell Seminole 2029
Steve Bamdas Lighthouse Point 1530
Jerry Holderness St. Petersburg 1312
Paul Raben Ft. Lauderdale 1235
John O’Steen Vero Beach 1171
Bill Cooper Jacksonville 1050
Susan Remillard Southwest Ranches 948
Jim Spears  Madeira Beach 930
Frank Hood Bradenton 852
Michael Branning Lexington, SC 811

Joe Scafario Bradenton 750
Chip Reichhart Vero Beach 681
Pete Bartelli Venice 656
Denny Zamler West Palm Beach 640
John Reker Winter Park 614
Sharon Cobb Tampa 608
Chris Nelson Crystal River 403
Glenn Long Dunnellon 321
Dan Bird Vero Beach 318
Alan Winer St. Augustine 314
Volker Schneeman University Park 310
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FOGLight Editor
8311 C.R. 208
St. Augustine, FL 32092

View from 2020 GOF Concours site at Crystal River   Photo by Jack Stenner


