February 2021

2021 Gathering
of the Faithful

Four speedsters displayed under the cypress trees on Lake Harris at the 2021 Gathering of the Faithful held at Mission Inn
in Howey-in-the-Hills, Florida on Feb. 27.
photo by Jack Stenner
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FOG Officers & Contacts

Paul Raben, Trustee
President
Facebook Administrator
praben356@gmail.com
Mike Davis, Trustee
Vice-President
madavis356@gmail.com
Bill Cooper, Trustee
Treasurer
barrett356@verizon.net
Peter Bartelli, Trustee
Event Chair
peterbartelli@gmail.com
Chip Steward, Trustee
lacidar@hotmail.com
Alan Winer
Membership Chair
alanwiner@356FOG.com

photo by K. Payne

Welcome New Members
Bruce Baker
Lakeland, FL
Alon Barzakay
Plantation, FL
Rick Bell
Sanibel, FL
Jeff Bown (not brown)
Indian Harbour Beach, FL
Kacy Curry
Tampa, FL
			
Thomas Gabriel
Pensacola, FL
Rex Harrison (returning member) Panama City, FL
Katie Messer
Orange Park, FL
Joseph Owens
Goshen, NY
			
Matt Peckham
Whippany NJ
Douglas Pierce
Holly Hill, FL
Joseph Scafario
Bradenton, FL
Jim Shartzer (returning member) Boca Ration, FL 1962
Ivan Holtz
Pompano Beah, FL

not a current owner
1960 S90 Coupe
1964 SC Coupe
1959 Conv D
1958A Coupe &
1964 C Coupe
1960 Roadster
1960 S90 Roadster
1957 A Coupe
1965 C Coupe &
1962 B Super Coupe
1955 Speedster
1961 Coupe
1960 Roadster
Notchback
1958 A Coupe

John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com

Submit contact changes to Alan Winer, Membership Chair (alanwiner@356FOG.com)

Janis Croft
Webmaster/FOGLight Editor
jlcfog@gmail.com

If you are interested in suggesting or organizing a FOG statewide or regional event, contact
Trustee Peter Bartelli, Events Chair, or your regional coordinator listed below.

Website:
www.356FOG.com
Facebook:

Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

Past Presidents of FOG
Alan Winer: 2013-2020
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003
The FOGLight is the official
publication of the Porsche 356
Florida Owners Group (FOG). It
is published in even-numbered
months. Send articles, photos
and suggestions to: Janis Croft,
Webmaster / FOGLight Editor at
jlcfog@gmail.com

Monthly Regional Meetings

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a
marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida
make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a system
of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.
Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch
tours occasionally, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both
the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com
or call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month.
Location varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.
Northwest Florida: Contact Dave Jerome at dmjerome52@cox.net or 850-240-3610
Southeast Florida: We are looking for a location to hold our first Saturday of every
month get togethers. Contact Steve Bamdas at Steveb@rivamotorsports.com or Paul
Raben at praben356@gmail.com for more information.
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at
First Watch Restaurant at the Publix Plaza located on University Parkway, just east
of 1-75 (exit 213). This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa. Contact Fernando
Lopez at (727) 417-1120 or mk2lopez@yahoo.com
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Message from the
New President

parking for the concours, the weather was sunny with a
nice breeze and the air conditioned pavilion was perfectly suited to the size of our group. There were 34 beautiful 356’s on the field along with 72 FOG members. There
were also 70 members from Suncoast Region PCA visiting
with 42 of their cars parked outside the Concours. Because
of time constraints the concours was a people’s choice with
cars grouped by A,B,C, and Speedster/Conv. D and it didn’t
matter if they were coupes or cabs. Of course this made
the decision of which car you liked the most harder when
comparing coupes to cabs but we did the best we could
with the time limits we had. The awards ceremony as usual
was held after everyone finished the banquet luncheon. The
driving awards were given to three of the participants that
were in attendance by Bill Cooper as Dennis Brunotte was
unable to attend to do the honors. The other seven will be
distributed by mail or in person. The people’s choice awards
were handed out and some long time members were pleasantly surprised with their first trophy after many years of
trying. The Best of Show award went to Gerry Curts’ stellar
1962 B S90 Coupe that coincidently was beautifully written
up in the recent Panorama. His car is just beautiful and was
almost unanimously chosen as best in show. Gerry and his
356 were awarded the Rich Williams Memorial Trophy
and Best in Show Trophy along with 5 qts. of oil with filter
provided by Buildwerks

by Paul Raben

Message from the New President
In case you haven’t heard, we have a new President at the
helm. That’s me, Paul Raben and in a landslide decision by
the trustees, I became the President of FOG. Actually it was
more like “Paul will do it won’t you Paul?” So of course I
said yes because I am willing to do whatever is needed to
keep our club running like a well oiled machine or at least
like a well maintained 356.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Alan and Janis
for all the years they worked for this club. Everyone in FOG
owes those two a deep sense of gratitude for all the effort
it takes to run the club and produce the newsletter. It’s not
easy to get people to volunteer for a single event let alone
year after year (8 years for Alan as President and 9 years for
Janis as editor of the FOGLight). After a certain amount
of time the job of a volunteer just gets old and as much as
you enjoy being part of a club instead of just a member, it’s
time to give it up. Which brings me to an important point, as
you are reading this, it may be the last FOGLight unless
someone picks up the baton and runs with it. In the previous FOGLight it was explained that Janis was no longer
going to be the editor and we now need someone to take
over. Sadly, so far not a peep out of anyone that is willing
to take over that position in the club. Janis has a template
with easy instructions and is more than willing to assist and
train the next editor. She is also going to work on having
the website updated to a more user friendly format then turn
that over to someone willing to administrate it. Please think
about whether you could help out the club and take on one of
the vacancies Janis is leaving and contact me if you are interested. I don’t want to preach (I know I said this already) but
this could be the last FOGLight if no one comes forward and
grabs the reins. Think about all the stories of our member’s
trips, the tips on repairs, all of Alan’s witty President’s articles
that will not be there for you to enjoy when the FOGLight
is no longer being published. I personally enjoyed receiving
the FOGLight and know the rest of the membership did as
well. All we need to avoid this is a willing volunteer and we
will help that person to get comfortable becoming the new
editor of FOGLight.

I will admit I had reservations about accepting the Presidency of FOG as I am also the councours chair, email chair,
badge maker and FB administrator (but who’s counting)
but I really enjoyed the event, the cars and the people and
I survived unscathed. While Peggy and I weren’t able to
stay Saturday, I heard everyone that did had a great time!
Fireworks and everything! I really want to thank Alan Winer
who will remain as Membership Chair, Mike Davis, Pete
Bartelli and Gerry Curts for their valuable help on Saturday
at the concours.
Like they say “it’s not just the cars it’s the people”

On a lighter note, the Gathering of the Faithful this past
weekend was a wonderful event albeit a condensed version
but very successful. The venue was just perfect with ample
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2021 Porsche 356 Florida Owners
Group Gathering of the Faithful
By Lee Payne

photo by J. Stenner

It was a dark and stormy night. No, it wasn’t……. It was
a clear and sunny day Saturday, February 27th, when the
Porsche 356 Florida Owners Group (FOG) assembled for
their annual Gathering of the Faithful (GOF) - this year at
Mission Inn’s Pavilion on Lake Harris, Florida.

An added bonus was that Mark Krekovian from Suncoast
Region arranged a drive of 911s and assorted other more
modern Porsche models, that happily terminated at the
Marina del Rey in time for the concours. They were 42
wonderful cars in that group as well. We welcomed fellow
Porsche pushers to enjoy our camaraderie, and see from
whence their current rides evolved.

Amid some reasonable COVID precautions, thirty four 356s
were arranged on a beautiful fairway-quality grassy area on
Lake Harris next to the Pavilion, with a backdrop of stately
cypress trees and knees at the waters edge. It was warm, in
the mid-eighties, as we all positioned, polished and primped
our cars in preparation for the People’s Choice Concours.
At last count there were 72 FOG members registered, with
many of our cars on the field for judging or display. More
356s could seen out in the parking lot that just came to enjoy
the event and not be judged.

The field ranged from 1953 and 1955 pre-A Coupes—love
those bent windshields and round cloth speaker grills from
yesteryear—to 1965 356Cs and timeless Outlaws. Each
more beautiful than the next. It was very tough judging for
sure, as there were only four classes in addition to the overall
People’s Choice Award to receive the Rich Williams Trophy
for a year named after the founder of the club.

photo by K.Payne

photo by J. Croft

Rare display of three Convertible Ds aka Speedster Ds.
4

continued from page 4
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Thanks went out to our past president of seven years, Alan
Winer, as GOF Event Organizer. We are going to miss his
critical attention to detail that makes these events so enjoyable. His wife Janis Croft was also honored for her tireless
efforts in putting together the Foglight newsletter for the the
past eight years. Kudos to the new president Paul Raben, as
Concours Coordinator, and Mike Davis, as Registrar. 2020
was a tough year for all of us, and these guys really stepped
up to pull off a terrific and safe Gathering.

Some interesting factoids from the event. I believe three of
the 356s had 911 motors of one type or the other—one boasting 250 horsepower! Hope they converted to disc brakes.
There were four Speedsters in the field which is not unusual for our events but there were three Convertible Ds as
well. These are the cars that succeeded the last Speedster in
1958, and had the same body, but a taller windshield, more
comfortable seats and real glass roll-up windows. It is rare
to see three Convertible Ds at an event, since there were
only 1331 of them built between 1958 and 1959, all listed
as 1959 cars. Two of them on the field were American delivery models with the required overrider bars, and one was a
“European” delivery car with no overriders or bumperettes
(mine).
After viewing these exceptional cars in the broiling sun, we
enjoyed lunch in the luxuriously air conditioned Pavilion.
Registered members voted on provided ballots and then the
winning awards were presented in four classes: A, B, C &
Speedster/Conv D. Gerry Curts’ 1961 B Sunroof Coupe won
Best of Show and the coveted Rich Williams Trophy. Gerry
Curts’s Sunroof Coupe is portrayed in a featured article in
the current issue of Porsche Panorama. If you want to read
an interesting car story, this one is tops.

Alan Winer receives recognition plague for his eight years of
leadership. Janis Croft receives thank you award for her nine
years of FOGLight and website work.

After the awards presentation, a swap meet erupted as
planned on tables outside the pavilion. I understand no one
was accepting BITCOINS.
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2021 Gathering of the Faithful
Concours Winners
BEST OF SHOW
Gerry Curts 1962 Fauliges Green 356B Coupe
S90 SR
356/356A 1st Jim Doughton 1953 Red Cabriolet Pre A
2nd Bill Cooper Outlaw Aquamarine A
3rd Robert Sturm 1957 Red Coupe A
356B

1st George Bryan 1961 Blue Coupe
2nd Arnie Fried 1962 White Cabriolet
3rd Jim Shartzer 1962 Grey Cabriolet

356C

1st Chris Nelson 1964 Signal Red Cabriolet
2nd Ross Silverbach 1964 Outlaw Silver
3rd John Reker 1965 Champagne Yellow Cab.

SPEEDSTER, SPEEDSTER D
1st Terry Cohen 1956 Speedster Sahara Beige
2nd Dave Jerome 1956 Speedster Black
3rd John Lovejoy 1959 Convertible D Silver

Top photo:
Gerry Curts was presented the
Rich Williams Award by Paul
Raben at the luncheon.
Middle row photos:
356B-George Bryan (Left)
356C-Chris Nelson (Middle)
Speedster-Terry Cohen (Right)
photos by Janis Croft
Best of Show Car:
Gerry Curts’ Fauliges Green
1962 356B Coupe S90 SR
photo by Gerry Curts

photo by J. Stenner
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Saturday Evening Reception
Forty-three 356ers opted to stay Saturday evening for a light
dinner reception on the Legends patio. Unbeknowst to us,
at the evening’s end, we were entertained with a 20 minute
fireworks display courtesy of a wedding reception being
held at the Mission Inn.

photo by J. Croft

photo by J. Croft
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2021 FOG Million Miles Club
Drive Those Cars 2020 Contest winners
by Dennis Brunotte
Write: dkbrunotte@gmail.com

COVID-19 really put the kibosh on our 2020 driving contest with all the scheduled drives cancelled due to social distancing and such, but as a contest group we still managed 81,232 total miles. That’s a small step towards our second million
miles, but a move in the right direction. Thanks to all who braved the environment to keep our 356s “on the road” during
the pandemic.

And the Winners are . . .
Mark Pribanic, Grand Prize Winner
Mark is another of our year-in and year-out mileage makers.
He is also the owner of a successful catering business which
essentially went dark with other similar businesses when
COVID rules kicked in. He reasoned that he could sit at the
office in the dark waiting for a phone that would never ring,
or he could crawl into his second favorite place behind the
wheel of his 1958 A Coupe and tear all over the US to the
tune of 20,252 miles. And that’s what he did! Good plan!
Jim Bruton—Top Two Finisher
With a brother at the beach, Jim makes the trip from his
home in the Orlando area several times a week where the two
love to fish and engineer projects together. He is a perennial
mileage leader for our Million Mile Club as a result, and this
year he added 13,504 miles back and forth to New Smyrna
Beach, and he probably knows every donut shop along the
way by now!

Bill Cooper presents Mark Pribanic with his grand prize
mileage award at the Northeast Regional monthly breakfast.
I’ll be along on email again near the end of March for your
first installment of your miles driven for our 2021 Contest.
Previous participants can watch your email then and new
entrants can email your total miles driven since December
21 2020 to dkbrunotte@gmail.com. Updates will be presented in the following issue of The FOGlight.

Sharon and Mike Cobb—Third Place Finishers
The Cobbs didn’t let a serious health problem (Mike’s
cancer, now in remission) thwart their effort to visit family
near Chicago. With planes cancelling flights or flying near
empty with “mask” disdain, the Cobb’s newly rebuilt 356
was an excellent second choice to make the trip, and they
visited family there on more than one occasion to total 8,276
miles in their refreshed ‘65 coupe.

The rules are simple. (1) Your 356 must have been manufactured by Porsche in either Gmund or Zuffenhausen in 1965
or before, (2) Either a FOG member or their family must
be at the wheel for all miles claimed, (3) for those of you
lucky enough to drive two family 356s to the same function,
add the miles from just one of the two, and (4) The Honor
System applies. Write: dkbrunotte@gmail.com to join our
fun and we’ll add you to our contest roster.

Our remaining top ten finishers dove 19.000 miles and
included #4 Jerry Holderness, #5 Bill Cooper, #6 Glen
Getchell, #7 Jack Kasmer, #8 Pete Bartelli, #9 Diane Mierz,
and #10 Chip Reichhart.

For Sale
Hardly used a 6/12 volt battery charger $45
and a 2 ton hydraulic jack- never used $30.
Contact garyr356@aol.com
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FOGLight Editor
8311 C.R. 208
St. Augustine, FL 32092

Front trunk of Gerry Curts’ Fauliges Green 1962 356B Coupe S90 SR—winner of Best of Show.
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