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FOG Officers & Contacts

Past Presidents of FOG
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

Alan Winer, Trustee
President and Membership Chair
alanwiner@356FOG.com
8311 C.R. 208
Saint Augustine, FL 32092

Stacie Rennick, Trustee
Vice-President
stacie@crabil.com

Bill Cooper, Trustee
Treasurer
barrett356@verizon.net

Mike Davis, Trustee
Event Chair
madavis356@gmail.com

Paul Raben, Trustee 
Email Coordinator and 
Facebook Administrator 
praben356@gmail.com

John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com

Janis Croft
Webmaster/FOGLight Editor 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Website:
www.356FOG.com
Facebook:
Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

The FOGLight is the official 
publication of the Porsche 356 
Florida Owners Group (FOG). 
It is published in even-
numbered months. Send 
articles, photos and suggestions 
to: Janis Croft, Webmaster / 
FOGLight Editor at jlcfog@
gmail.com

Monthly Regional Meetings
If you are interested in suggesting or organizing a FOG statewide or regional event, contact 
Trustee Mike Davis, our Events Chair, or your regional coordinator listed below.

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with a 
marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida 
make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a 
system of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each 
other.

Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch 
tours occasionally, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both 
the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com 
or call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month. 
Location varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.
Northwest Florida: Meeting dates to be announced. Contact Bill Hunkapiller at 
bhunkapiller@yahoo.com or at 850-694-5435 for additional information.
Southeast Florida: We are looking for a location to hold our first Saturday of every 
month get togethers. Contact Steve Bamdas at Steveb@rivamotorsports.com or Paul 
Raben at praben356@gmail.com for more information. 
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at 
First Watch Restaurant at the Publix Plaza located on University Parkway, just east 
of 1-75 (exit 213).  This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa.  Contact Fernando 
Lopez at (727) 417-1120 or mk2lopez@yahoo.com

Save the Dates!
Thurs, Feb 6 - Sun, Feb 9

The 2020 Gathering of the Faithful will be held in Crystal River! 
Watch for registration information via email and FOGLight in October. 

Mark your calendars now!

www.356FOG.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/101347046588178/
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President’s Perspective by Alan Winer

Coping with ED 
Most of us at one time or another have encountered episodes 
of  ED. This upsetting experience can happen on a daily basis 
or perhaps just periodically. But regardless of the frequen-
cy, understanding the underlying psychological and physical 
aspects of ED are beneficial to coping with the issue.

Erratic Driving (ED) is defined as operating a vehicle in an 
erratic, reckless, careless or negligent manner. The most 
common is failure to maintain lane which simply means that 
a driver does not maintain their proper lane position, such as 
swerving, drifting within their lane, weaving through traffic 
or going into other lanes.

Now there just might not be a clearly perceived difference 
between erratic and controlled driving. For example, if a 
Nissan Sentra goes speeding by, weaving in and out of lanes, 
your response might be one of total disapproval and hoping 
the jerk gets a ticket. But if a Beemer M5 or a Porsche Carre-
ra goes flying by it will most likely evoke a sense of approv-
al. Now both may be competent drivers but in reality, physi-
cal differences just may evoke different responses.

Here’s what got me thinking about differences between 
controlled and erratic driving. I dropped my Cab off at the 
house of a friend/colleague for some major paint detailing 
and he offered to drive me back home. As we entered onto 
the loop around Jacksonville and approached the end of the 
ramp, he nailed the accelerator. The Porsche 944 with K26 
turbos threw me back into the seat, the roar was deafening. I 
glanced over at the speedometer, we were approaching near 
100mph and climbing. I believe the car was barely street 
legal. He maneuvered the car across the lanes, in between 
slower moving traffic, his excessive speed never varying. I 
held on speechless as he went into a rant about the inexperi-
enced drivers that clog our roads and cause accidents, about 
the effects of slow drivers on traffic patterns and how most 
drivers barely pay attention to what’s happening around 
them. And much to my amazement he maintained this speed 
from Jacksonville to Saint Augustine, a drive of about 50 
minutes. His maneuvers were precise, perfectly timed, he 
was constantly aware of the traffic around him. There was 
nothing erratic about his driving, it was controlled.

I was taught to drive in a crowded, congested metropoli-
tan area where there were basically no rules. Rudeness was 
the norm, every man/woman for themselves. Tailgating was 
required, if you tried to maintain the correct spacing, you 
would find yourself going backwards. Two hand driving was 
required—the right hand on the wheel for steering, the left 
hand was for the horn and hand gesturing, aka the middle 

finger. Turn signals were for the meek, to signal your inten-
tion was to lose advantage. It was road war—taxies and 
public buses were the number one enemy. It wasn’t erratic 
or controlled, it was just plain unsafe.

Now I’m not suggesting that when the state trooper pulls 
you over for going 95+ that you try to explain the differ-
ence between controlled and erratic driving. He probably 
won’t buy it. The last time I was stopped for speeding I made 
a wise comment to a state trooper. I ended up with multi-
ple tickets for speeding, a dirty license plate, a crack in my 
rear tail light (barely perceptible) and best of all, obstructed 
vision because I had a hat on the dash top–very expensive! 
Initially he had told me our encounter was being video and 
audio recorded and I asked if we were going to be on the TV 
show COPS. Apparently, he did not appreciate my attempt 
at humor.

I have also been dealing with STD (Spousal Travel Direc-
tions.) I receive a lot of help while I’m driving, and some–
times I believe it is more than necessary. Don’t misun-
derstand me, long drives and speed can cause you to get 
distracted. I’m not opposed to helpful directions or warnings 
such as the exit is in 500 feet as you’re doing 85 in the left 
lane or a small disabled aircraft is about to land on the road 
in front of us or ten puppies are crossing the road and your 
attention is on tuning the radio. But there are “helpful” 
comments that begin to take on a student/driver mentality. 
For example, like reading every sign so I don’t miss them, 
reminding me of every turn on the route or checking whether 
my lights or high beams are on. Or how about even repeating 
all the navigation system instructions?

I just signed up for a Time/Distance/Speed Rally. The orien-
tation rules and guidelines state that it’s the navigator’s 
job to keep tabs on everything. It’s a perfect situation to be 
appreciative of excess directions from the passenger seat. 
The guidelines also state “there will be no whining” and that 
they are not responsible for divorces or partnership break-
ups. If I wasn’t driving a Roadster, I would consider hiring 
an elfin couple’s counsellor to ride along in the torture seat.

“Keep your eyes on the road, your 
hands upon the wheel.” 

The Doors - Roadhouse Blues
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Our 356 European Holiday
By Bill Cooper

When my wife Debbie told me she was the 356 Registry 
trustee selected to attend the 44th International Porsche 
356 Meeting in Bürgenstock, Switzerland, I thought great! 
Many years had passed since our last visit to Switzerland. 
My mother’s family was from the canton of Schwyz and we 
love traveling in Europe. My excitement turned to extreme 
concern when she told me in order to attend the event, all 
entrants needed to drive their 356s.  

It was then that my trans-Atlantic shipment education began. 
It is a very complicated process, with many parties involved 
on both sides of “the pond.” A great big thanks go to 
fellow FOG member Jim Spears, a veteran of multiple 356 
shipments to and from Europe, who provided me invaluable 
information on shipping details and options for Smokey, our 
1956 Radium Green A Coupe, and for his continued support 
to calm my nerves through the process!

best bottled waters in Europe and we would agree. After 
walking around to explore the town we had a wonderful 
dinner in a small café.

We needed to drive through Germany en route to Switzer-
land, so the next logical stop was Nürburgring. We hoped to 
drive the Nordschleife again, this time in our 356 vs. our 993 
in 1997. Once we were there, we found out that Mercedes 
AMG had rented the track for the day – very disappointing!

After five months of “education”, heartburn and many sleep-
less nights, we were informed we could pick up Smokey in 
Antwerp on May 29th, the morning we arrived in Brussels.  
Fortunately, having met Eric Moszkowicz, owner of G.E.M., 
when I bought my Iso Lele in 2014, I asked for his assis-
tance to manage the European importation process. He met 
us at the Brussels airport, drove us to Antwerp, completed 
the paper work to secure Smokey’s release and we were off 
to his shop for last minute guidance about driving a valuable 
356 around Europe and the need for GPS. We had maps and 
never thought about staying at hotels with secure parking.

Going to Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps has been something 
I have always wanted to do, so after a few hours of driving 
we arrived at the track and found our way to the restaurant 
above the start-finish line. It appeared to be driver educa-
tion session as some cars had instructors, others did not. We 
drove to the charming town of Spa and easily found a hotel.  
Although parking was outside near a construction site, we 
were not too concerned. Spa is also famous for one of the 

We spent the night in a Swiss hotel where we had stayed 
before and yes with safe parking. The new owner was also 
a car enthusiast.  He was working on a vintage Jaguar sedan 
and he asked me about Smokey. I told him that we shipped 
the car from the US over to attend the 356 event. We had 
driven in the rain, so he asked me if I wanted to wash the 
356. After graciously accepting his offer, out of the garage 
came a bucket, soap, hose and a chamois. With a clean car, 
we were off to the 44th International Porsche 356 Meeting, 
at Hotel Bürgenstock, 1500 feet above Lake Lucerne.

The view of the lake from our room was beautiful, the 
amenities wonderful and the staff helpful and accommodat-
ing.  Best of all, we were here with 200 other 356 enthusiasts 
from all over the world! 

Eau Rouge, Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps

Smokey at Nürburgring
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At the welcome reception, Jim & Ruth Spears introduced 
us to friends they had met at previous European Holidays 
and we introduced ourselves to other 356 participants. Frank 
Baumann, the chairman, told us the weekend was all about 
driving up and down mountains passes, around the many 
lakes and enjoying the beautiful scenery of the area. Boy did 
his team deliver! 

We received excellent route instructions and very detailed 
maps to ensure that we arrived at the luncheon venues with 
gorgeous waterfalls and beautiful gardens. Having driven 
many kilometers in Switzerland, we were not surprised by 
the numerous one lane roads with turn outs allowing traffic 
to continue in both directions. We enjoyed a dinner cruise 
on Lake Lucerne Friday evening and the gala reception and 
dinner on Saturday evening. Before we knew it, Sunday 
morning arrived and we were saying good bye to old and 
new friends.

meals, including white asparagus and we dined outside 
enjoying the beautiful view of the countryside. It was a short 
drive from her home to Zuffenhausen, where we toured the 
factory and museum – very different from our last visit to the 
museum in 2000.

After saying auf wiedersehen to Ilse, we headed back to Spa 
hoping to bring back a gift for my godson, but the shop was 
closed.  Driving enthusiasts were preparing for the weekend 
races, so the downtown hotels were booked. We stayed at 
the Radisson Blu Balmoral at the top of a hill with beauti-
ful gardens and grounds. Going down a very narrow hallway 
to dinner, we saw a wall of Formula 1 notes and signatures 
of famous drivers, engineers and team principals from the 
1950’s to the present time.  We wondered who had stayed in 
“our” room over the years.

Our wonderful holiday came to a close and it was time to 
return to Eric’s shop, where Smokey would stay until sailing 
back to the US from Antwerp. Once back in PA, I continued 
to coordinate and monitor Smokey’s return. Smokey finally 
arrived on July 28th in Baltimore, was eventually released 
by Homeland Security and we picked him up on August 
2nd. Missing objects included the Meister Schaften medal-
lion, a knob, the Swiss autobahn sticker and I think that is 
all. During the two weeks of touring, we covered over 1,700 
miles in Europe. For the record, Smokey travelled over 
8,000 miles without the wheels turning sailing the Atlantic 
Ocean. Now that Smokey is back in our garage, there are no 
more sleepless nights.

Next stop for us was in Gebersheim, Germany, outside of 
Stuttgart to visit with our dear friend Ilse Nädele. We met 
Ilse in 1987 when she coordinated our trip to Le Mans and 
we hadn’t seen her since 2005. As usual she prepared special 

FOG members Jim and Ruth Spears at welcome reception. 
photo by John Hearn

continued from page 4

Debbie, myself and Charles Bond at gala reception. 
photo by John Hearn

Mountain pass on a drive
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The Membership Directory 
(available to members only) 
has been deleted from this 
online issue. 
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The FoG Million MileS Club—Drive ThoSe CarS  ConTeST
by Dennis Brunotte

We’re half way through our driving contest year and those owners below have already entered their early year impressive 
mileages.  However, the best may be yet to come with some favorite distant destinations still on the calendar in the weeks 
to come, so continue to watch here as the miles add up.  Notice that one of our annual leading mile-makers Jim Spears isn’t 
reporting as of yet because his 356 is still in Paris, France with his updated odometer reading resting there safely on his 
notepad on the passenger seat!  He’ll update his miles from his trip abroad.  Bill Cooper added miles in Switzerland during 
the 356 European Holiday, and Volker Schneemann recorded his miles in Europe as well.

To add your name below, send your 2019 miles driven to Dennis at dkbrunotte@gmail.com and help our group reach a 
grander total.
Mark Pribanic Neptune Beach 6503
Jim Bruton Winter Park 5433
Glenn Long Dunnellon 3082
Alan Winer St. Augustine 2707
Bill Cooper Jacksonville 2542
Frank Hood Bradenton 2041
Paul Raben Ft. Lauderdale 2001
Curt Dansby Charlotte, NC 1955
Steve Bamdas Lighthouse Point 1764
Volker Schneemann University Park 1375
George Dunn St. Petersburg 1302
Chip Reichhart Vero Beach 1285
John Reker Winter Park 1240
Gary Resnick Boynton Beach 1200
Buster Venable Cocoa Beach 930
Jerry Holderness St. Petersburg 918
Fred Trippensee Avon Park 657
Pete Bartelli Venice 628
Chris Nelson Crystal River 507
Dennis Brunotte Naples 358
John Boles Pinehurst, NC 278
Denny Zamler West Palm Beach 266
Russ Hibbard Lake Worth 167
Dick Weiss Cincinnati, OH 118
Karen Walker Cocoa 76
Steve Hoffman Cocoa 25
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FOGLight Editor
8311 C.R. 208
St. Augustine, FL 32092

FoGGieS Take hoMe 356 ClaSS awarDS aT The 
2019 PorSChe ParaDe in boCa raTon
Steve Bamdas - 1959 356 Conv D - Preparation Touring &  
Peoples Choice
Paul Raben - 1964 356C Cab Hardtop - Preparation Street
Dan Bird - 1959 356A - Outlaw Modified
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