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FOG Officers & Contacts

Past Presidents of FOG
Frank Hood: 2011 - 2013
Mike Davis: 2010 – 2011
John Reker: 2007 – 2010
Kirk Stowers: 2003 – 2007
Rich Williams: 1993 - 2003

Alan Winer, Trustee
President and Membership Chair
alanwiner@356FOG.com
8311 C.R. 208
Saint Augustine, FL 32092

Stacie Rennick, Trustee
Vice-President
stacie@crabil.com

Bill Cooper, Trustee
Treasurer
barrett356@verizon.net

Mike Davis, Trustee
Event Chair
madavis356@gmail.com

Paul Raben, Trustee 
Email Coordinator and 
Facebook Administrator 
praben356@gmail.com

John Reker
Secretary & Insurance Chair
jreker@cfl.rr.com

Janis Croft
Webmaster/FOGlight Editor 
jlcfog@gmail.com

Website:
www.356FOG.com
Facebook:
Porsche 356 - Florida Owners Group

The FOGLight is the official 
publication of the Porsche 
356 Florida Owners Group 
(FOG). It is published in 
even-numbered months. 
Send articles, photos and 
suggestions to: Janis Croft, 
Webmaster / FOGlight Editor 
at jlcfog@gmail.com

WelCOme NeW members
Gregory Boehle  Oldsmar FL        ------ 
David Borus  Hobe Sound, FL  1964 C Coupe
Lee Garipoli  Fort Lauderdale, FL 1963 B Coupe
Ford Heacock Lakeland, FL 1963 B Coupe
W.H.M.J. van der Horst Saint Augustine, FL 1961 B S90
Correction: Pat Yanahan’s name was incorrectly listed in the last issue. 

Submit contact changes to Alan Winer, Membership Chair (alanwiner@356FOG.com)

Open House, bbQ & swap meet
356 Unlimited would like to invite you to an Open House

May 4th, 11am - 2 pm
2495 Jen Dr. #14, Melbourne FL 32926 

Similar to Kirk Stowers “Bull Sessions” and Buster’s prior open house, they will open up 
the shop showing restoration projects in process and talk about anything and everything 
356 related.

Contact Steve Hoffman at 321-652-4653 or 
356unlimited@gmail.com for additional information

monthly regional meetings
If you are interested in suggesting or organizing a FOG statewide or regional event, contact 
Trustee Mike Davis, our Events Chair, or your regional coordinator listed below.

One of the major benefits of owning a 356 is the opportunity to meet and socialize with 
a marvelous group of people–our fellow 356 owners. Since the long distances in Florida 
make it difficult for many members to attend statewide events, we have developed a system 
of local breakfasts and/or driving tours to keep our members in touch with each other.

Central Florida (Orlando area): Breakfast first Saturday of every month. Lunch 
tours occasionally, but not on a fixed schedule. To receive notice/reminders of both 
the breakfasts and the lunch tours send an email to John Reker at JReker@cfl.rr.com 
or call at (407) 629-0248.
Northeast Florida (Jacksonville area): Get together first Saturday of every month. 
Location varies. Contact Jim Voss at vossjax@bellsouth.net or at (904) 529-1398.
Northwest Florida: Meeting dates to be announced. Contact Bill Hunkapiller at 
bhunkapiller@yahoo.com or at 850-694-5435 for additional information.
Southeast Florida: Southeast Florida: Our Monthly Social (Porsches & Pancakes, 
as we call it) is held on the first Saturday of every month at Nick’s 50’s Diner, 1900 
Okeechobee Blvd, Unit - C9, West Palm Beach, FL 33409. Phone number for the 
restaurant is: (561) 471-3155. Contact Randy Gananathan at rdgananathan@gmail.
com or (561) 623-9191 for more info. 
Southwest Florida (Sarasota area): Last Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at 
First Watch Restaurant at the Publix Plaza located on University Parkway, just east 
of 1-75 (exit 213).  This draws FOGgies from Naples to Tampa.  Contact Fernando 
Lopez at (727) 417-1120 or mk2lopez@yahoo.com

www.356FOG.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/101347046588178/
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President’s Perspective by Alan Winer

Applied mathematics
Let’s be realistic, mathematics is the universal language 
between earthly cultures as well as when we encounter other 
extraterrestrial intelligent life. Two objects are two objects 
no matter what nomenclature you apply to the concept and 
whether you’re from Tampa or the constellation Tarius.  
Now it’s also obvious that mathematics plays an important 
role regarding our beloved 356s both in the engineering and 
maintenance aspects.

On a simple mathematical level we have developed a system 
for our cars of measuring repairs or shop time in quantity of 
beers required to complete a specific task. Beer seems to be 
the chosen beverage. You never see references to Chablis 
regarding automotive repair. Somehow sitting around your 
shop and swirling stemmed glasses for body or determining 
aroma with grease dirty hands doesn’t equate. 

So let’s define and apply this a bit more. We have mathe-
matical linear and nonlinear control theory. Liner control 
theory obeys the superposition principle. The superposi-
tion principle, also known as superposition property, states 
that, for all linear systems, the net response caused by two 
or more stimuli is the sum of the responses that would have 
been caused by each stimulus individually. This basically 
means the output is proportional to the input. For example, 
the more involved or the better the results of the repair, then 
the more beer is deemed correct for either working the situa-
tion out or appreciating the work done after completion. 
Simply put, the better the outcome or more difficult the job, 
the more beers required. This really isn’t rocket science but 
it’s not the way things happen, so Murphy’s Law was estab-
lished by non-mathematicians to simplify and help us under-
stand non-linear control theory.

Now, nonlinear control theory is a different beast. It implies 
a wider class of systems that do not obey the superposition 
principle, and applies to more real-world systems because all 
real control systems are nonlinear. Nonlinear simply means 
that things usually get screwed up by additional factors. In 
my case it’s usually brain fades, compulsiveness or lack of 
knowledge, sometimes all three. Now this opens up a Pando-
ra’s Box of additional factors if we apply our beer theory.  
First of all, what is the percentage of alcohol of the beer, 
what is your ability to drink beer and what time of day is it? 
Have you done your research? Do you have the correct parts? 
Are you feeling guilty because you haven’t done any of the 
homeowners chores on the perpetual “List O’ Chores?” I 
have friends that pound down beers throughout the job and I 
have other friends that sit down after completing the job and 
pound beers for quite some time. If I have a beer in the after-
noon and it’s a hot day then I’m on the couch for the rest of 

the afternoon. Now there is also another subset of guys that 
drink up before they even start the job, probably helps the 
approach/avoidance syndrome. So if B=beer, X=quantity of 
beer and Y=degree of difficulty of the job, does B x Y = X? 
Or is it Y/B=X?  And what about all the other factors?  It 
always seemed to me that X and Y get the brunt of algebraic 
expression.  And coincidentally, I always seemed to get X’s 
next to my answers on algebra tests. 

Now let’s step up a bit to Compression Ratio calculations. 
(Wish I had paid more attention in algebra class.) Honestly, 
algebra was never my forte and calculus was my nemeses.
Compression ratio is a lot more complicated than it seems at 
first. It doesn’t help that it’s one of those terms you constant-
ly hear at car club gatherings or tech sessions. And it’s one 
of those things that you most likely wouldn’t try to impress 
the pizza delivery person with and it’s never a good pick-up 
conversation at your local bar. But it might be something to 
use to try to impress the guy that you met at the circus who 
gets shot out of the cannon.

A compression ratio is exactly what it sounds like—a ratio 
where you’re compressing the maximum cylinder volume 
into the minimum cylinder volume. That’s the volume of the 
cylinder when a piston is all the way down compared to all 
the way up to the top. Well, that sounds simple. Harry Pellow 
states it as C.R.= (cylinder volume+head volume+clearance 
volume) divided by (head volume+clearance volume). So 
you need to determine a bunch of required volumes. But 
then some previous owner may have fly cut the heads and 
reduced volume. (They don’t actually use flies, their wings 
get in the way.)  And to complicate matters Porsche pistons 
are domed and you have to start subtracting stuff.  So put 
another way:                               
 OK, like that really helps.

Let me simplify—here are some basic guidelines. If the 
pistons are smashing into the heads then the CR is way to 
high. If you accelerate and the car just barely moves, the CR 
is way too low. If you want to get it just right then you have 
to start measuring and computing and understanding stuff.  
And that’s a lotta beers.

Painting my ‘59 A Coupe. Beer is like paint reducer, it helps the 
paint flow.  Photo by Gary Flood
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Best of Show

2019 Gathering of the Faithful 

The 12th Gathering of the Faithful was held February 21-24 at the historic Terrace Hotel, in Lakeland, FL. Receptions on 
Thursday and Friday evenings offered hors d’oeuvre appetizers ranging from chicken wings to sushi and a full service 
bar. Friday’s event consisted of a two hour drive through the back roads and orange groves of Florida culminating in a 
classic Floridian “fried & fried” lunch at The Crooked Bass Grill & Tavern in Babson Park. Early Saturday morning began 
the staging of our Concours and by 9:30 we had 47 Porsche 356s on display at the amphitheater around Lake Mirror. 
Our members’s swap meet was held in the afternoon with a varied selection of genuine Porsche parts and a few items of 
debatable origins. That evening during our dinner banquet, we presented awards in our Trivia Quiz, Driving Contest and 
Concours. The Best of Show and recipient of the Rich William’s Trophy was bestowed on Steve Bamdas for his Meissen 
Blue/Red 1959 Convertible D. 

On behalf of all the FOG members that attended I would like to thank our registrars John & Jan Reker, Janis Croft for 
website and graphic design and basically putting up with me through this procedure, and to our Trustees; Paul Rabin 
(Concours Coordinator), Stacie Rennick (Reception and Banquet Coordinator) and Mike Davis (Driving Tour Coordinator) 
for their outstanding effort in organizing and orchestrating this event.
  — Alan Winer, President
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THANK YOU to those that sent in photographs: Janis Croft, Lauren Fizer, Robin Hoffman, Judith Johnston and Jack 
Stenner. More photos are posted on the Facebook page for Porsche 356-Florida Owners Group as well as Instagram. Also 
watch for the write up in May-June issue of the 356 Registry. 
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Class Winners Place

356/356A Open
Steve Bamdas First
John Lovejoy Second
Stacie Rennick Third

356/356A Closed
Nando Lopez First
Rebecca Wolanin Second
Jim Spears Third

Speedster
Jerry Holderness First
Charlie Fizer Second

356B Open
Jim Shartzer First
Jerry Smalley Second
Bill Cooper Third

The Rich Williams Award trophy for 
Best of Show went to Steve Bamdas for his 
1959 Convertible D presented by Paul Raben.

Thanks to Paul Raben, Concours Coordinator  
and the early risers who volunteered to assist 
them in staging the cars for the Concours.

356B Closed
Jamie Poole First
Holly Scott Second
Chuck Ackerman Third

356C Open 
John Reker First
Chris Nelson Second
Paul Raben Third

356C Closed
Bob Mulica First
Tom Keating Second
Jim Bruton Third

Outlaw
Frank Hood First
Ross Silverbach Second
Buster Veneable Third

2019 Concours Winners

Drive Those Cars ConTesT 2018
by Dennis Brunotte

Another most successful FOG driving year is in the books 
and our ten most prolific drivers were recognized during 
the banquet at The Gathering in Lakeland during Febru-
ary. Thirty-seven 356 owners reported their miles driven 
throughout the year and as a group totaled 90,070 miles. 
Our Grand Mileage-Maker was Mark Pribanic crisscrossing 
the U.S. for a total of 10,191 miles. Allen Peerson and Paul 
Raben followed with 7,459 and 5,801 miles respectively 
finishing out the top three performers. We offer a big Thank 
You to those other drivers finishing in the Top Ten. Their 
miles were much appreciated and noted next to their names.

Eleven years ago John Reker instituted the driving contest as 
a stimulus to getting our 356s on the road for all to see and 
enjoy. It has been a tremendous success over all these years 
with an impressively large number of FOG owners partici-
pating. We congratulate all of you who contributed along the 
way as you now join our “club within the club” – The FOG 
Million Mile Club. Yes, that’s right, as of December 2018 

Mark Pribanic, Grand Mileage-Maker, with 10,191 miles 
receives award from Dennis Brunotte.

Top Mileage Drivers
Allen Peerson (7,459) 
Paul Raben (5,801) 
Jim Spears (5,434)
Jim Bruton (5,139)
Glenn Getchell (5,006)
George Dunn (4,084)
Fernando Lopez (3,957) 
Buster Venable (3,897)
Bill Cooper (3,513)

our Drive Those Cars group has logged 1,039,100 miles 
since the inception of the program. Congratulations to you 
all. That’s quite an accomplishment.
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Trivia Quiz
The Trivia Quiz consisted of questions on FOG’s histo-
ry, facts, and events along with a few trick questions. The 
Quiz was prepared and awards presented by Debbie and Bill 
Cooper. Winners of the men’s and women’s awards were 
John Reker and Renee Hood. 

Want to take the quiz? Go to Past and Special Events/GOF 
2019 or click on 
http://www.356fog.cityslide.com/2019gof.html.

 

Porsche 356 Florida 
Owners Group 

2019 

Gathering of the Faithful 
Lakeland, Florida 

Thanks to our Sponsors for their generous support 

GRAND 

The Neilson Family 

Porsche 356 Registry 

GOLD 

“Drive Those Cars” Trophies — Dennis & Lynda Brunotte 

GT Motors - Bob Sturm 

SILVER 

Buildwerks — Fernando Lopez 

356 Unlimited — Buster Venable 

Doudney, Inc. — Charles & Lauren Fizer 

Hagerty Insurance 

German Excellence — Don Northrop 

Heritage Motor Research, Inc. — Jason Hiler & Jason Lee 

MA Davis & BE Taylor Classic Car Insurance

http://www.356fog.cityslide.com/2019gof.html
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my Favs from 2019 Amelia Concours
by Janis Croft
Captions from Concours placards

Janis Joplin purchased the 1964 356C for about $3500 in 
Sept. 1968. The right rear is the sun which was Janis’ Capri-
corn sign. The heads centrally located on the engine cover 
represent everyman. There is a face on the gas filler - just 
place the nozzle into the mouth for a fill up. 
  1964 356C, Off Brothers Collection.

In Sept. 1951, this Gmund coupe was driven around the 
Montlyhery banking for 72 hours at 94.66 mph, a new world 
record. The car is powered by Porsche’s then experimental 
1500 Super engine. This was a significant accomplishment 
for a car composed mostly of Volkswagen parts. 
 1951 Porsche 356 SL Gmund Coupe, 
 Miles Collier Collection

Ferdinand Porsche ran two branches of motor vehicle 
production in the 1950s starting with a car for the people, 
VW Beetle and Porsche cars as well, but also a tractor for 
the farmers. They built an amazing 120,000 units between 
1956 and 1963. This AP18 is powered by an air-cooled 
two-cylinder Diesel engine, producing 18 hp, and was 
driven by John Oates at Rennsport VI. It will be donated to 
Porsche Museum.
 1957 Porsche AP18, C. Zügel Collection

A true Texas barn find, this 356 B Cab with removable 
hardtop has been transformed and reimagined by Rod Emory 
of Emory Motorsports. The goal was to incorporate the best 
features of the 356 model range from Pre A to the T6 to 
create a “Greatest Hits” version. Changes included a new 
“A” series nose, 1954 original Porsche metallic paint color, 
layer back headlights, GT style windows, Roadster door 
panels, body mounted yellow fog lamps and an exclusive 
Emory Motorsports 2.4 liter overhead cam engine producing 
205 horsepower.
 1960 Porshe 356 Emory Special Cabriolet, 
 John Oates Collection
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FOGlight Editor
8311 C.R. 208
St. Augustine, FL 32092

Photo by Sharon Cobb


